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LXPOSTULATORY 


ADDRESS 


ENDEAVOURING 


To awaken, excite, and encourage the ignorant, care. 
leſs, and negligent, to ſeck the Lo & Þ while he may 
be found, and call upon him while he is near; and 
to mind what concerns their eternal peace, beiore it 
be hid from their eyes. 


Chiefly deſigned for thoſe in the middle and lower ſtations of life. 


— 


m. 


— 


Acts ii. 21. And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoever ſhall 
call upon the Name of the LORD ſhall be ſaved 

Luke vii, 22, To the poor the goſpel is preached. 

James ii 5. GOD hath choſen the poor of this world, rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom. 

I Cor. 1. 20. Not many wiſe, not many noble are called; 
but GOD hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world to 
confound the wiſe; — the weak, che baſe, the deſpiſed; 
that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. | 

Luke xvi. 25. But Abraham ſaid, Son, remember that thou 
in thy lifetime received thy good things, and likewiſe 
Lazarus evil things ; but now he is comforted, and thou 
art tormented, 

Acts xxv. 20. And as he reaſoned of e e tem- 
perance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled. 

Pfalm. I. 22. Now conſider this, ye that forget GOD, leſt 
I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver you. 


By a PRIVATE CHRISTIAN. 
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The PREFACE. 


HE conſideration of what appears to be the ge- 
neral ſtate of mankind, ought to be very affec- 

ting to perſons who believe immortality and 
the truth of the ſcriptures, when they conſider ſo much 
of the world yet lying in ignorance and wickedneſs, and 


without the ordinary means of the knowledge of the 


ways of ſalvation ; but ſtill more, when they conſider 
what appears to be the general ſtate even of ſuch as are 
educate and brought up under the profeſſion of the true 


religion, according to the ſcriptures ; to obſerve the ig- 


norance of goſpel doctrines, and theſe things that are 
eſſential to conſtitute a real Chriſtian ; and when they 
ſee ſo many evidently living as without God in the 
world, who, though they profeſs to know and believe 


in God, yet by their works deny him, only living a 


mere ſenſual life as the beaſts, only ſeeking to pratify 
and fatisfy their ſenſitive need and appetite, altogether 
careleſs and negligent about their future ſlate, deſpiſing 
and neglecting the great falvation revealed and offered 
to them in the goſpel, now while it is yet in their offer, 
How much better were it for ſuch, who, as they live 
like beaſts, not minding religion, if they were to be 
anihilated, to die into 4 no more exiſtence, as the 


| beaſts do? Such conſiderations ought to make thought- 


ful perſons tremble, and horror take hold of them. 


Oh what pity, compaſſion, and commileration ought to 


fill us, what endeavours ought it to ſtir up to, that ſuch 
brands may be plucked out of the fire before they be 
caſt into the everlaſting burnings, out of which there is 


no redemption. I hope ſomething of ſuch compaſſion 


hath led and excited me to venture. thus to warn, ſtir 
up, and encourage thoughtleſs, careleſs ſinners, if, by 
the bleſſing of God, it may be a means to awaken any 
to conſider their ſtate and their ways, and mind what 
7 | concern 
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iv The PREFACE. 
concerns their eternal peace, before theſe things be hid 
from their eyes. 
I know ſuch manner of writing will be deſpiſed by 
ſome, and reproached by others: ſimplicity of truth, 
and plain freedom, is not only diſguſting, but hated by 
thoſe who hate the light, and will not come to it leſt 
their deeds be reproved, and their deceitful peace di- 


ſtutbed, though they fleep- as upon the top of a mall : 


but if I obtain the approbation of the ſovercign Judge, 
if he ſays, Well done, good and faithful ſervant,” 


I will little regard what the carnal politicians, and wiſh 


men of the world, ſay of this or of the author, The word 
of God tells ue, Matth. 11. 25. and the experience of 
all ages, that the tre knowledge of divine truths is not 
confined to literature, philoſopy, and rhetoric. Truth 
is moſt attractive and moſt powerful in its native purity 
and ſimplicity; it is deceit that needs to be varniſhed : 

the poor, as well as the rich, were permitted to bring 


to the offering of the Lord; goats hair and badger 


skins were accepted, and made ſerviceable to the ta- 


bernacle; our Lord commended the poor widow for 


caſting | in her two mites to the offering, more than thoſe 
who gave of their abundance. 


A great part of the multitude of writings now, are 


| ſuch as Satan, mens covetouſneſs and vanity, excites to, 


calculate to fill the head, but no way to better the 


heart ; engines to divert the mind, and take up the time 


and thought, that ought to be employed i in minding the 
one thing needful, the writers ſecking to Profit them- 
lelves, and not their readers. | 

How lamentable is it, that ſo much precious time 
ſhould be ſpent, from an ambition and thirſt after hu- 


man knowledge, which in a ſhort time will vaniſh away, 


and leave the mind or foul little or nothing wiſer or bet- 
ter; while ſo many ſuch ſpend ſo little of their time 
and thought in ſeeking after ſpiritual and divine wiſdom, 
fludying to know God in Chriſt, as by him reconciling 
the world to himſelf; whom to know is cternal lite 


end happineſs ! Surely that knowledge is more inte- 


reſting, and to ſearch into the myſteries of redeeming 
love yields more pleaſure and ſatisfaCtion, and is more 
| ſublime 


The PREFACE. Y 


ſublime and elevating to the heaven-born ſoul, than the 
knowledge of the world, or ſearching into the myſteries 


of nature; to know their connections, dependencies, 


owers and operations toward each. other ; the know- 
ledge of theſe things is good and neceſſary, and wor- 
thy to be ſearched into by a rational mind, if kept in 
ſubordination, and leading to God, the great creator and 
operator in all, and who is the end of all; but when 
it takes up the time, and diverts the mind from God, 
it proves pernicious, Perſons may be happy who know 
little of the world, or myſteries of nature; but it is 
impoſſible for any perſon to be happy without the know- 
ledge of God, as reconciling the world to himſeif by 
Chriſt Jeſus ; that is abfolutely and indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary to ſalvation and happineſs. But I write chiefly to 
thoſe who have little time to read, and as little money 
to ſpare. Indeed it grieves me to obſerve working peo- 
ple, the bulk, the ſtrength and upholders of a nation and 
church, fo much deſpiſed and neglected, as if their im- 
mortal ſouls were not as precious and valuable to God 
and themſelves as the ſouls of the great and the rich, 
and as capable of eternal glory and happineſs, or miſery, 
as they. If this may be uſeful to any of them, I ſhall 
be thankful, and give God the praiſe, : 


There are ſeveral notes interſperſed, that have no immedi- 


| ate conneQion with the ſubject of the pages where they are 


placed ; but as the author is of opinion that they may be wor- 
thy the conſideration of ſome, he chuſed to let them ſtand as 
they are placed, without making any particular references. 


| . 
An expoſtul 


T pleaſed Almighty God, though within himſelf 
[ poſſeſſed of all poſſible happineſs, uncapable of 

any addition or diminution of happineſs, from no 
neceſlity of nature, but of mere ſovereign goodneſs, to 
create the worlds, and to give being to rational crea- 
tures, and by them and to them to manifeſt his own 
glory. He created man after his own image, in righ- 
teouſneſs and true holineſs, capable of glorifying him 
by his obedience, and of enjoying him as his chief 
good and happineſs, and wrote his law. in his heart. 
Alſo it pleaſed God, from the depths of infinite wiſdom, 
to manifeſt his ſovereignty over his creatures; and, as a 
teſt of man's voluntary ſubjection and obedience to him, 
was pleaſed to forbid him to eat the fruit of a particu- 
lar tree in the garden wherein he placed him, on the 
pain of death. It was the goodneſs of God, that he 
made man capable of a two-fold happineſs, his chief 
good and happineſs ariſing from a ſenſe of the love of 
God, and the communications of it; and alſo a ſenſi- 


tive pleaſure or happineſs, ariſing from the uſe and en- | ; 
joyment of the creatures: yet, notwithſtanding the pro- 


hibition, man, through the blinding, deluſive inſinuati - 
ons of Satan, was drawn in to eat of that forbidden 
fruit, and then inſtantly the penalty or threatning was 
inflicted on him, as it appears, Gen. iii. 7, and 8. for 
no ſooner had he eat the fruit, than his eyes were open- 
ed to ſee his guilt, his ſhame, and nakedneſs, and ſpi- 
ritual death, in being cut off from the love of God, 
and allo love to God; and fear immediately ſeized him; 
for his conſcience being defiled, and accuſing and con- 
demning him, he no longer conſidered God as a friend, 
but as an enemy and avenger; and immediately became 
ſo ignorant, and ſtupidly fooliſh, as to endeavour to hide 

himſelf 


A 
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himſelf, in a thicket of trees, from the almighty omni- 
preſent God : he alſo, from that inſlant, became ſub- 


ject to natural death, and liable to eternal death and pu- 


niſhment; and, as he conſidered God as his enemy, he 


alſo became wholly alienate from God, and turned him- 


ſelf to place and ſeek his happineſs in the enjoyment 
of the creatures: wherefore God, in righteouſneſs and 
awful judgment, as man had believed Satan more than 
God, he juſtly gave him up to be ſubject to the blinding 
power and the deceitful influence of Satan ; and as he 


preferred ſenſitive pleaſure, in the uſe and enjoyment. 
of the creatures, to the obedience he owed to God, 


and the happineſs he had in enjoying the communica- 
tions of his love and favour, God juſtly gave him up 


to be led and governed by his ſenſual appetites and cor- 


rupt affections, ſo as neither reaſon nor conſcience had 
any more the commanding power: and Adam, being 
conſtitute by the ſovereign God as foederal head of man- 
kind, they being alſo virtually and ſeminally in him, by 
him, or in him, all mankind ſinned, and the human na- 
ture was corrupted. Although God did not deprive the 


human nature of rational powers, yet they became all 
weakened, diſordered, and perverted; and fo we find 


all mankind to this day ſtill alienate from God, and 
ſtill vainly ſeeking after happineſs in creature-enjoyments, 
though ſcripture and univerſal reaſon do teſtify, hap- 
pineſs, and the reſt of the ſoul, is not to be found in 


them, they not being ſuitable nor ſufficient to the un- 


bounded deſires of the ſoul, Eccl. i. 8. yet the weak- 


| ened power of reaſoning that remains is the chief ex- 


cellency that mankind hath above the beaſts, But real 


religion, which, by the renewing grace of God mankind is 


yet capable of, elevates the true Chriſtian, or ſpiritual man, 


as much above the natural man, however learned and ſa- 


gacious, as their reaſon and philoſophy exalts them 


above the beaſts, Pſal. xlv. 20. Man in honour, and 


“ underſtanding not, is like the beaſts that periſh?” 
But as reaſon makes man to be capable of more ſublime 
happineſs, even in this life, than beaſts, ſo is he equal- 
ly capable of greater miſery than they are, even in this 


life. Although mankind is, in ſome meaſure, capable 
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of a kind of rational, intellectual pleaſure, yet, while 


in their natural ſtate, they are utterly uncapable of ſpi. | 
ritual pleaſure, and true happinels, in the enjoyment of 


God, which is the chief happineſs of rational creatures, 
As for corporal and ſenſitive endowments, and pleaſures 
ariſing from thence, it is evident that beaſts do enjoy 
them to as high a pitch as mankind, and that without 


fear of loſ',or ſuffering for criminal indulgence. The 
happineſs of a rational creature lyes in the mind and 
conſcience, in enjoying a ſenſe of the love of God: 
ſenſual gratification and pleaſure is the chief happineſs 0 
of beaſts, but not of the human nature, ney it is Wl 
what molt ſeck after, and « content themſelves with. 
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Rom. i, 19, 20.'** Becauſe that which may be ham of 
& God is manifeſt in them; for God hath ſhewed it to them; 
«+ for the inviſible things of him, from the creation of the world, 
* are clcarly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are 
* made, even his eternal power and Godhead : ſo that they 
“ are without excuſe, becauſe that when they knew God, they 


«© worſhipped him not as God,” &c, There the apoſile | proves, 


the being and perfections of God may be knowa by the remain- 


| ing light of nature, and the due uſe of our rational powers, by 

viewing and conſidering theſe things we daily fee and are con- 
verſant about; but as it is, Pſal. xix. 1. The: heavens de- 
« clare his glory, day unto day utters ſpeech. -— The law of 
the Lord is perfect, converting the ſoul, and making wiſe 
« the ſimple.“ There is. concreated and in- wrought in the hu- 
man nature, a natural fenſe and impreſſion of the being . of a 


God, which it is impoſſible to eradicate ; and our rational 
powers lead us to apprehenſions of his being, and that God is 


' holy, righteous, powerful, juſt and merciful, and that God 


hates ſin and injuſtice, and that he will ſarely revenge and pu- 


niſh iniquity. From whence elſe can come that natural ſenſe of 


ihame and fear in the doing of evil, and what is not according to 


equity and juſtice, and the pleaſing ſelf: approbation, when we 
do what we think is good and acceptable to God, but from 
the natural ſenſe that the molt i ignorant and untaugbt of man- 
kind hath of an all ſeeing, omni preſent powerful God, which 


is ſtill innate with reaſon or the human nature? Whence elſe 
can it come, that all naturally look up to God, and cry to him 
for help and relief when in trouble and danger, (as it is natu- 


. ral aus ta. fear when we annrehend danger if it he not fro 
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BLESSED be God, tho' the crown is fallen from our . 


alle 
ſpi- W head, and the fine gold is become dim, ever ſince we 
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the natural apprehenſions that there is a God who hears and can 
1joy help as? | | V e 

1out As God is neceſſarily poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfections in 
The an infinite degree, and of abſolute, uncontroulable power and 
and ſovereignty, he, of his mere good pleaſure, created the 
. worlds, and all creatures in them, for himſelf, for the mani- 
feſtation of his own glorious perfections; and created man- 


neſs 4 kind a rational creature, capable of perceiving and adoring the 

11 18 N f . o 8 1 * - © a 
I perfections of bis almighty Creator, of obeying, worſhipping, 

SED and glorifying bim, and being happy in ſo doing. It is con- 


trary to reaſon, and the natural neceſſary ideas we have of 
cd, to ſuppoſe he created mankind at firſt as we find our» 
vn of ſelves now. To ſuppoſe a holy, righteous God, created man- 
„em; kind with a natural enmity, hatred and averſion to himſelf, and 
orld, to bolineſs, and the ſenſual affections to have power over his 
t are reaſon and conſcience, and uncapable of that obedience he re- 
they IR quired, ſuch a ſuppoſition is abſurd to reaſon, We mult ne- 
they ceſſarily conclude God made man upright ; How then came 
'oves, {MW mankind to be in this wretched ſtate we are now in? To ſup— 
main- {MW poſe mankind to have been created immutable, it is much the 
s, by {ſame as to be independent, and is inconſiſtent with the nature 

con · {Mot creatures: and for man not to have free will, made him 
1s de- incapable of virtue or vice, and voluntary obedience, which 
aw of only ariſes from the freedom of the will, The ſun is incapable 
3 wiſe of virtue, notwithſtanding all its benign influence, ſeeing it 
je hu- acts neceſſarily. | 


of a Wherefore, as God made man upright, perfectly able to do 
tional Hand obey all he required of him, without any diſpofition to 
God is evil, ſo it was becoming the wiſdom and ſove reignty of God to 
God {Wconititute Adam a foederal head to all his poſterity, as they 
id pu- ere all virtually and ſeminally contain'd in him, and be the root 
ofe of of human natute; and it became the ſovercignty, wiſdom, and 
ling to aſtice of God, to require a teſt of his ſubjection and obedience, 
en we and that it might appear voluntary, which teſt was contained 
- from n a ſimple prohibition, and cautioned with the moſt dreadful, 
man- chreateping in caſe of diſobedience : yet Adam, through the 
which {blinding and deluſive influence of Satan, was drawn to diſobey, I} 
e elſe whereby he loſt his innocence, and his conſcience was defiled, 11 


and accuſing and condemning him, and his nature being corrupted 


by 
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ſinned againſt him; yet he hath revealed to us in the | 
ſcriptures of truth, that he is willing and deſirous that 
| | we | 


— 


by the entrance of fin, the whole human nature was corrupted |} 
in him and by him, 5 . = 
Though God thus permitted fin to enter into the world, and 
all mankind to be defiled by it, yet he is no way the author 
of fin ; it is impoſſible for God to be the author of fin, as it 
is enmity, and contrary to his holy nature: yet God, for holy | 
and wiſe purpoſes, for the greater manifeſtation of his own 
lory, which is the firſt and ultimate end of all things, permitted 
Fa, tho' the cauſe of all miſery, to enter into the world: and 
though he hath juſtly given up mankind to the deluſive power of 
Satan, and his now corrupt affections, yet he hath ſtill power to 
controul and over-rule the power, malice, and ſubtil deceit of 8a- 
tan, and the comity and corruption of mankind, for bringing about 
his own holy and wiſe purpoſes, for his own glory, and the good 
of his own ele& ; and, by the permiſſion and reſtraints he lays } 
on them, he governs the world, brings about the puniſhments or 
proſperity of mankind while in this world, as he ſees meet ; 
and, in a great meaſure, in the world to come, he will make 
the wicked their own tormentors. By God's permitting fin, his 
glorious perfections are more manifeſted than we can conceiye 
they otherwiſe could have been. „%% 
The account given us in the Bible concerning the fall of man, 
and how his nature came to be ſo corrupted, is moſt rational: : 
and without divine revelation, man could not have known whence 
he was, nor how he came to have a being, much leſs how he 
came to be as he is. It is as abſurd to deny and reject reve- 
lation, as to deny and reject reaſon : and none ought to complain 
or murmur at the foyereignty of God, in conſtituting Adam a 
foederal head, ſeeing he was as perfectly able to keep himſelf 
as any of his poſterity could poſſibly be, and had as much at 
| ſtake as any of them could have. For it appears juſt and meet, 
| that rational creatures, having freedom of will, that their ſubjec- 
tion and voluntary obedience ſhould be tried, and it could hard- 
ly be done by an eaſier command: if each individual had been 
to undergo trial and probation, it is to. be queſtioned if ſo ma- 
Ny, or if any ſhould have obtained eternal life, as will do it ia 
the method God hath choſen, by Chriſt Jeſus ; and we loſt 
nothing by the firſt Adam, but what is again purchaſed, and 
| freely offered to us by Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam: and 
14. now our ſalyation doth not depend on the mutable will of 1 25 
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we ſhould be reconcil'd to him again, that ſo we may 
be reſtored to our primitive ſtate of likeneſs to him, and 
be made happy in the enjoyment of his love and fa- 
your. And he hath given us the preateſt and ſureſt 
evi- 


— 


9 


but on the immutable wili and promiſe of God. The law is 
ſatisfied for all our tranſgreſſions, and our juſtifying righteouſ- 


neſs is perfectly fulfilled by Chriſt Jeſus, who was conſtitute. 


of God as a ſecond Adam, and foederal head, to all that are 


{ willing to be reconciled to God, and accept of his righteouſ- 


nels as their juſtifying righteouſneſs before God, and truſt in 


I Cor. xv. 45. Rom. iv. 24. Rom. iv. 16, and 24. 


None that deny the imputation of the guilt of Adam's firſt 
ſin to his poſterity, to wit, their condemnation, can be quite 
ſound in the doctrine of the imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
as being our alone juſtifying righteouſneſs before God to ſalva- 


tion: and it doth not appear how it could be juſt with God. to 
puniſh by death ſuch as never àctually finned, if it were not ſo. 
| The ſcheme of the uniform and united chain of Chriſtian faith 


and doctrine, as it is revealed in the word of God: and apree- 
able thereto appears to be that only which is contained in the 


Confeſhon of faith and Catechiſm of the church of Scotland. 


As the doctrines there are founded on, and warranted by the 
ſcriptures of truth, ſo they are the only uniform, ſelf-conſiſtent 
and united chain of doctrines, mutually depending on one ano- 
ther. All other ſave Calviniſtical doctrines lead to inconſiſten- 


cies and abſurdities, and are contrary to ſcripture-doQtrine, and 
the experience of all exerciſed to podlineſs. Calviniſtical doc- 


trine leads to exalt Chriſt, and give all the glory to God; other 


doctrines do tend to exalt human nature even in its depraved 


ſtate, to the robbing of Chriſt of his glory; Ezck. Xvi. 5. 
Thou waſt caſt out, to the lothing of thy perſon, in the day 


% thou walt born: I ſaid unto thee, Live, when no eye pitied 


te thee, when I ſaw thee poluted in thy blood,” Prov. viii. 9. 


„They are all plain to him that underftandeth, and right to 
them that find knowledge,” John vii. 17. © If any man 


6 do his will, he ſhall know of the doctrine whether it be of 

* God.” Hoſ. xiv. 9. Wheſo is wiſe, and he ſhall undet- 

“ (tand theſe things; prudent, and he ſhall know them: for 

“the ways of the Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk in 

them, but ttanſgreſſors ſhall fall therein,” | 
A B 2 


„ 
1 evidence of his grace and good will to mankind that 
9 he could give, or we could receive; he hath given 
Chriſt as his witneſs, Iſa. lv. 4. and given him as a ſure- 
ty and pledge (Heb. vii. 22.) of his love: John iii. 16. 
*© God ſo loved the world that he gave his only begot- 
{© ten Son, that whoſo believeth on him ſhould not pe- 
* riſh, but have everlaſting life:“ and he alſo promiſes 
to raiſe us to a greater degree of honour and happineſs 
than we were in before we ; fnned and fell, John xii. 26, 
„Where I am, there ſhall my ſervant be x : If any man 
« ferve me, him will my Father honour,” Rev. iii. 21. 
To him that overcometh will I grant to fit with me 
on my throne; even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet 
down with my Father on his throne,” John xvi. 27. 
“And he {hall inherit all things; and I will be his 
% God.” Rev. xxi. 7. For the Father himſelf loveth 
« you, becauſe ye have loved me.” Bleſſed be God, 
that we in this happy iſland are privileged with the glo- 
rious goſpel of his grace, and thereby have his grace 
in Chriſt revealed and offered to us: we enjoy this un- 
valuable privilege while far greater nations are deſtitute 
of the knowledge and means of ſalvation, now living 
in Pagan darkneſs, Mahometan deluſions and Antichri- 
ſtian ſuperſtition ; the world yang! in Ignorance and wie- 
kedneſs, John v. 19. 

BUT if we look about, and only conſider} in what ſtate 
the generality among ourſelves appear to be in, not- 
withſtanding the clear light of the goſpel we enjoy, oh 
how aſtoniſhing! what ſhocking apprehenſions mult it 
V'Y give of the many who live in groſs darkneſs and igno- 
lance even of the fundamental and eſſential truths of che 
Wt goſpel, yea even ſome who are wiſe as to worldly afe 
19 fairs! and to conſider the many who live in a careleſs 
| negle&t, yea many who live in open contempt of the 7 
Mt precepts of the goſpel, ſtout-hearted and far from righ- 

teouſneſs, whole care and concern is only to make pro- 

viſion fer fulfilling the luſts of the fleſh, living without 
God in the world, walking in the vanity of their minds, 
as if they were made only for this life, and had no im- 
mortal ſouls, but were to periſh as beaſts, — Ah! how 
many live in rioting and drunkenneſs, chambring and 
| wan- 
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wantonneſs, as full-fed wanton beaſts fitting for the 


ſlaughter, who look too like veſſels of wrath fitting for de- | 


ſtruction, being under.no reſtraint from gratifying their 


unbounded fleſhly luſts, and corrupt affeCtions, led blind- 


fold by Satan, having no fear of God before their eyes, 


| ſaying unto God, © Depart from us, we delire not the 


* knowledge of thy ways!” - And ah, how many ac- 
tive, buſy men are to be ſeen, who appear to be whol- 


ly immerſed in the buſineſs of this world, and yet ſtill 


endeavouring to wade further into it, plodding and pro- 


jecting, running about, and ſtill panting after the duſt 
of the earth, Amos ii. 7. ſtill crying, *© Who will ſhew 
dus any good?” Pal. iv. 6. any way whet:tcin we may 
make gain, a good market to buy at, or a good maiket 
to ſell, at, Hab. ji. 5. enlarging their dere as hell, and 
| as death cannot be ſatisfied, ver. 6. that load themlelves 
with thick clay, as if their happineſs encreaſed iu pro- 


glo- portion to their riches, and they were to have the eter- 


race nal enjoyment of them, imitating the rich fool, Luke 
Kii. laying up goods for many years, when they know 


not but that night their ſoul may be required of them, 


and then all their projects perith, and dclutive happineſs 


is at an end, when they enter into utter darknels: Pf. 
| xx, 13. © This their way is their folly:“ ver 19. he 
„ ſhall go to the generation of his fathers ; they ſhall 


W cc 


never ſee light.” Ah, how doth Satan, the god of 


this world, delude and divert the men of this world 
from all ſerious thoughts and mindin 
& needful, by filling their heads and hearts with warldly 


the one thing 


cares, incumberances and contrivances ! Theſe are they 
from whom the pſalmiſt, Plal. xvii. 14. prays to be de- 


livered. —--And, alas! how many are there that appear 
to be regular, ſober, virtuous and honeſt, and regulaily 


attend public ordinances, and ſometimes have a fm of 
family worſhip, yet evidently appear to be unacquainted 
| with the life and power of godlineſs, juſt reſting in the 


empty form of religion, truiting that their honcſty to- 
wards men, and regular living, is ſufficient, and that it 


© will be accepted as their righteouſueſs for Chriſt's ſake ! 


And how moving is it to obſerve many who are wile 
and ſagacious, ſober, prudent and uſeful concerning the 


—— 


things 
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things of this world, learned in all ſciences, appearing 
to know almoſt every thing but God and themſelves, 


and wherein true religion and real happinefs conſiſts; i 

and to obſerve many pleaſant affable young perſons, and 775 
of ſweet natural diſpoſitions, ſmart and intelligent, of the 
beſt natural parts, yet being brought up without due care 
and inſtruction about their ſpiritual and eternal concern. 


ments, live ignorant and alienate from God, only mind- 
ing the pleaſures, vanities and follies of youth ! 


BUT ab, what ſhall we ſay when we conſider the multi- 
tades of poor, working people, ſervants, and day- labour- 
ers! what ignorance and careleſs neglect of even the very 
form of religion is to be found among many of them, even 
in a land of goſpel light, where bibles, preaching, and ſo 
many inſtrocting books are plenty, yet ſo many living 
in groſs ignorance of the true nature of real Chriſtiani- 
ty, knowing little more of it but the name! Oh, the 
conſideration of the world thus lying in wickedneſs, 120 

1 John v. 19. oh how awful, how affecting is tbe 


thought 1 ! it ought to fill us with the pſalmiſt's diſpoſi- 
tion, Plal. cxix. 58. I beheld tranſgreſſors, and was 
* grieved, becauſe they kept not thy word;“ and, ver. 


53. „Horror hath taken hold of me, D ot tue ah 


« wicked that keep not thy law :” and, ver. 136. Ri- 


» keep not thy law:” and ſay, as the prophet Jere- 


miah, xiii. 17.“ My ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret, mine eye 
„ ſhall run down with tears,” for many profeſſed Chri- 
ſtians, of whom ir may be truly ſaid, as it is Philip. iii, 
18, © Many walk of whom I have told you often, and 


* now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies to 


had evidence and ground to hope that among profeſſed 
Chriſtians there were but one of every twelve that ſhall 
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e vers of water run down from mine eyes, becauſe they 


« the croſs of Chriſt ; whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe 
god is their belly, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, who | 
“ mind earthly things,” Mat. xxvi, 22. The whole 
twelve diſciples were put in fear when our Lord told 
them that one of them ſhould betray him: oh that we 


not be found betrayers of him! Our Lord tells us, 5 
many are called, but few are choſen ;. and ſtrait is the 
gate, narrow the way that leadeth to eternal life, and 
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few there are who find it; but broad is the way, wide 
the gate that leadeth to deſtruction, and many go in at 
it, But as it was with the diſciples, ſo it is with moſt 
profeſſed Chriſtians, they that have leaſt caule fear moſt | 


of coming ſhort, and they that have greateſt cauſe to 


fear, yet fear leaſt, and are laſt of enquiting; and tho” 
their danger is told them, yet go on preſumptuouſly. 
OUR bleſſed Lord wept over Jeruſalem, becauſe they 
deſpiſed and negleQed offered grace, Luke xiii. 34. and 
ſaw the calamiiy and miſery that was coming on them 
for their deſpiſing the goſpel : ought not we to be mo- 
ved at the like conſideration ? Natural affections are 


pain, diſtreſs and miſery, or in danger, or in extreme 
poverty and want: but oh what ſtupidity and hardnefs 


of heart doth it evidence, to be ſo little touched when 


neſs. Ve ſee ſo many ignorant, and ſo many out of the way, 


the 75 whom the goſpel appears to be hid! 2 Cor. iv. 3. and 


Heb. v. 2. blinded by Satan the god of this world, to 


it ought to affect us the more, when we perceive them 
ignorant of their danger, careleſs and ſecure in it, ſpeak- 


ce Ri- 


they 
Jere- 


eue ing peace to themſelves, while every moment they are 
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expoſed to ſudden eternal deſtruction.— If our com- 
paſſions are moved, if we feel pain for, and commiſe- 


rate ſuch as are lying under ſentence of death, even 


eye 
Chri- 


p. iii. 


„ and # dreadful ſentence of eternal death, and endeavour to 


pluck ſuch brands out of the fire, Jude ii. 2. before 


ies to 


whoſe þ 


, who 
whole 
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all 


ls us, 
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though we abhor their crimes, and acknowledge the 
juſtice of the ſentence; how much more ought it to af- 
fect us, when we ſee and conſider ſuch multitudes as do 


| evidently appear to be yet lying under the far more 


they fall into everlaſting burnings, from whence there 
is no redemption ! Surely our bowels ought to yearn 
towards them with all compaſſionate endeavours, I de- 
fire and hope that ſome ſuch feeling moves me to write, 
warning and exhorting, encouraging and expoſtulating 
with them to mind what concerns their eternal peace 


and happineſs before they be hid from their eyes. 


BUT it is thoſe in the lower ſtations of life that I firſt 


and chiefly intend to expoſtulate with, to wit, tradeſ- 


men, working people, ſervants and day - labourers, thoſe 
| who 
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ho are leaſt regarded, and generally much neglected- 


\ thoſe of better circumſtances are, or may be free from, 
many of whom have but hard living in this world, and 


F. ſays, he ſpoke to the great men, but they would not 


our daily bread, were it even but in your ſhort inter- 


where you ſhall hunger no more, and ſhall reſt from 


are reſting, neither need you -to loſe any time to your 


£185; 


towards theſe [ defire to have peculiar ſympathy and com- 
paſſion, as they ly under many diſadvantages which 


have but little time they can call their own, and many of 
whom have pot but little education, ſcarce taught to read, 
and, it may be, a bad example of careleſſneſs and negli. 
gence about ſalvation, and ſet to work for their bread when 
young, and ſearce taught any thing but to work and care 
for the things of a preſent life: ſuch had ſpecial need to 
be exhorted and encouraged to their duty, and warned of 
their danger, ſeeing many of them are very ignorant 
concerning that ſalvation, and concerning what is ne. 
ceſſary to obtain ſalvation : and I hope more ſucceſs may 
be expected among them than from thoſe who are 
brought up and live in the follies and vanities of a pre- 
ſent evil world, ſeeing the prophet Jeremiah, chap. v. 


hear, and had altogether broken the yoke. 

I SHALL therefore firſt turn unto you, my brethren 
of the middle and lower ſtations of life, ſervants and 
working people. And oh that I knew with what argu- 
ments I might prevail with yon, who work fo hard for 


vals of reſt, to work for the bread of life, and to la- 
bour to obtain that eternal reſt which remains for the 
people of God! John vi. 27. our Lord ſays, Labour i 
not for the meat which periſheth, but for that which 
« endureth to eternal life.” Heb. iv. 9. There re- 
© maineth a reſt for the people of God.” You who 
find little reſt and hard fare in this world, had the more 
need to ſeek to enter into eternal reſt and happineſs, 


your labours. Revel. ii. 17. To him that overco- 
e 'meth will I give to eat of the hidden manna.” And 
thus you may labour even when your wearied bodies 


maſter or yourſelf; and by ene hour's ſerious and fer- 
vent application to God in Chriſt, you may come to gain 
much more of the durable riches than ever you can gain 

1 | of 
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of worldly riches by many years working with your 
hands, He 5 7 | art 
.I SHALL, therefore, expoſtulate with you, by ſcripture 
and reaſon, and ſpeak to ſome of the ſlight pretenceæs 
and excuſes that Satan and your own deceitful hearts 


do furniſh you with, to blind your minds, and maintain 


your falſe peace, and ſo divert you from minding the 


concerns of your immortal ſouls till it be too late. 


AND, ½, Some excuſe themſelves as being poor igno- 
rant creatures, and they know no better ; for they were 


not well taught, and they were obliged to work for their 


bread 
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It is hard to ſay, whether the conſideration of the ſtate of the 
rich or poor be moſt moving and affecting, when we ſee ſo many 
of the rich, who have got education, and their rational powers 


improven, refined and poliſhed, and have attained a great de- 
gree of human knowledge, and more lively and quick uptaking 
and ſenſation of things, and now live in the fulneſs of all carnal 
and ſenſitive pleaſure; but when their days of pleaſure and 
| vanity are at an end, mult enter into an eternity of darkneſs, 
| miſery and ſorrow, Surely their having taſted carnal ſenſitive 


pleaſure in this world, will give them a quicker ſenſation of 


miſery, and they will be more ſenſible of the difference between 
, pleaſure and pain, happineſs and miſery, than thoſe who ſcarce 


ever enjoyed pleaſure in the world. 5 
Again, to think of rational creatures, capable of ſenſitive 

pleaſure in this world, and eternal happineſs in the world to 

come, and yet, as Solomon ſaith, ** All their days are ſorrow, 


and their travel grief: all their days they eat in darkneſs, and 
| © haye much ſorrow and wrath in their ſickneſs.” How moving 
| ought it to be, to ſee ſo many rational creatures, having immortal 


ſouls, in ſuch a caſe, living in continual toil and labour, yet in great 
poverty and want, not only of the comforts, but even of the 
neceſſaries of life ; and many under lothſome deſeaſe, ſickneſs 
and pain, and overlooked and deſpiſed in the world, as not worth 
noticing, and have no hope of eaſe or pleaſure in this world, 
and ignorant, careleſs and ſtupid concerning the world to come! 
how miſerable is ſuch a ſtate, while yet more dreadfal their 


future ſtate ! ſurely, as Solomon faith, “ An untimely birth is 


* bettet than they.” Yet ſurely ſuch will not know ſo much the 
difference between good and evil, pleaſure and pala, as the 
former, | 


cuſe them, and have mercy upon them, and not damn 


of God, and they hope all their ſufferings ſhall be in 


INDEED, it may be thought ſtrange, that ſuch excuſes | 
ſhould flow from the lips of any born in Britain, where 


ſuſtained as ſufficient before God: let them hear what 
God hath declared; John xii. 48. © The words which 1 


world, but men love darkneſs rather than light, be- N 
e not come into the world they had not had fin, but 
a people of no underſtanding, therefore he that made 
„ them will not have mercy upon them :” Hoſea iii. 16. 
. becauſe thou halt rejected knowledge, I alſo will re- 


into hell, and all the nations that forget to ſeek 


« know not God, and obey not the goſpel.” 


3 


bread when very young; and any thing they learned 
when young, they have forgot by not having time to read 
and mind theſe things: but they hope God vill ex: 


ſuch poor creatures as them; ſeeing they muſt work hard 
for their bread, and they mult provide for themſelves and 
families, and all they can do is little enough; and fay that 
the Bible tells them, they that provide not for their own 
are worſe than infidels : wherefore they truſt in the mercy 


this world. Many ſuch like ſlight excuſes flow from the 
mouths of poor ignorant creatures, blinded and de- 
rains by Satan, ſtupified by worldly care and hard 
abour. | 


the means of knowledge are ſo plenty, and where in- 
ſtruction to the poor is fo well provided for, and they may | 
have it without any expence to themſelves. But let all 
ſuch know and conſider, that ſuch excuſes will not be 


have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge him at the laſt day.” 
Now hear what his words are, John xii. 46. I am 
come a light into the world, that whoſoever believeth 
© on me ſhould not abide in darkneſs.” John iii. 19. 
© This is the condemnation, that light is come into the 


« cauſe their deeds are evil.“ John xv. 12. © If I had 1 
* now they have no cloke for their fin.” And hear what 
God ſays by his prophets, Iſaiah xxvii. 11, © This is 
My people are deſtroyed for Jack of knowledge; and | | 
c ject thee.” Pſal. ix. 17 The wicked ſhall be turned 


t God.” And the apoſtle ſays, 2 Theſſ. i. 8. He 
« comes in flaming fire, to take vengeance on all that 


MY 


(1p. ) 
MY hrethren, you ſee it is plain from the word of 


God, that your ignorance will be no excuſe to you, 


eſpecially when you enjoy the means of knowledge, and 
careleſly negle&t them. Doth not your own conſcience 


W condemn you, for your ſloth and negligence in not 
| ſceking and endeavouring after knowledge? can you ſay, 


you have ſought after it as you do after filver, and 


ſearched for it as for hid treaſures ? If fo, ſurely then 
vou had attained a competent meaſure of knowledge: 


but if your own conſcience condemn you for negligence, 


7% how can you expect to be juſtified before God, who 
is juſt as well as merciful? But will it not appear, that you 


bated the light, and would not come unto it, Jeſt your 
deeds ſhould be reproved, John iii. 20. and that you 


| hated knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear of the 
| Lord ? Prov. i. 29. 1 5 


Mx brethren, know and believe, that ignorance is 2 


== damning fin of itſelf, as you fee the word of God tells 
vou. If the Heathens are condemned for not improving 

and walking up to the light of nature, Rom. i. 21. how 
much more guilty are you, for not improving and walk- 
ing up to the light of the goſpel, ſeeing you ſhall be 
| judged by it? Rom. ii. 12. WEE ina 


BUT you that complain of ignorance, and are deſirous 


to de made wiſe unto ſalvation, I ſhall ſhew what great 

= <ncouragement you have to hope that Ged will teach 
vou: fee Pfal xxxii. 8. I will inſtruct thee in the way 
e thon ſhalt go, and will teach thee :” and Pſal. xxv. 8. 


* Good and upright is the Lord, therefore will he teach 


| ** ſinners in the way: Iſaiah xlii. 16, © I will bring the 
blind by a way they know not, I will lead them in 


paths they have not known, I will make darkneſs 


* 1 do unto them, and not forſake them.“ Prov. ii. 3. 
* If thou crieſt after knowledge, and lifteſt up thy 
voice for underſtanding, it thou ſeekeſt her as filver, 
* and ſearcheſt for her as for hid treaſures ; then ſhalt 
* thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
* knowledge of his way.” Acts ii. 17, 18. And 
** it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, ſaith God, that 
* on my ſervants and on my hand-maids 1 will pour 
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“light, and crooked things ſtraight; theſe things will 
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out my Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy; and it ſhall f 
come to paſs, that whoſoever ſhall call on the name 
« of the Lord ſhall be ſaved.“ John vi. 45. © It is 


« written in the ſcriptures, they ſhall be all taught of 


« God.” James i. 3. If any man lack wiſdom, let him 
« ack of God, who gives liberally and upbraids not.“ 
MY brethren, you ſee what abundant encouragement | 
you have in the word of God to ſeek after knowledge, 1% 
have ſet before you a few of the many great and precious 
promiſes God hath made in his word to ſuch as ſeek 
after knowledge; I ſhall alſo tell you from his word, 
what will be the dreadful conſequence if you refuſe i 
and neglect to ſeek God, now while he is yet to be 
found of you. Pſal. Ixxxi. 11. But my people would 
* not hearken to my voice, and Iſrael would have 
none of me; wherefore I gave them up to their 
2 1 7 own 4 


Thoſe that are ſenſible of their ignorance, value and 
: def ire knowledge, but their low condition in this world 
keeps them from ever attempting or expecting to attain human bo 
knowledge and learning, . though their capacities are 
the ſame with the learned, let them be ſo wiſe as to ſeek to 
know God in Chriſt, whom to know is eternal life and happineſs; 
and ſeek to win to heaven by him, which they may do with very 
little knowledge of human ſciences ;. and then ſhall they know 
Whatever they defire to know. The rational powers of the 
human nature are now as gold hid in the earth, wrapt up or 
mixed with orr and rubbiſh, their excelleney and extenſire 5 
powers are hid and not known. All the refining and improvement 
by the moſt liberal education is but little, in compariſion of what We 
the rational ſouljis capable of. But many whoſe rational powers are 
hid, and never drawn out by education in human learning, have 
been made wiſe to ſalvation, and have made good proficiency 
by the teaching of the word and Spirit of God: in ſuch what 
cur Lord ſays, Matth. xix. 30. will be found true, Many that 
are firſt,“ in the eyes of the world, . will be laſt, and thoſe 
that are laſt ſball be firſt.” Human inſtruction and literature 
wil] then vaniſh away, 1 Cor. xii. 8. and it will make no more 
addition to that perfection of knowledge in heaven, than a drop 
ef water into a large pond, Oh then, you who want knowledge 
and wiſdom, ask of God, who gives liberally, and ee none 
becauſe of their low condition or poverty. 
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« own hearts luſts, and they wandered in their own 
«© counſels,” Prov. i. 24, &c. © Becauſe I called, and 


ye refuſed, I ſtretched out my hand, (to help 


« and receive you) but no man negarded,—bur ye 


have ſet at nought all my counſels ;—1I will there- 


« fore laugh at your calamity, and mock when your 


= © fear cometh—ſuddenly: then ſhall they cal}, but J 
BY © will not anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me carly, but ſhall 
BZ © not find me, when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh.— 
N“ For that they hated knowledge, and did not chuſe the 
fear of the Lord,—therefore ſhall they cat of the 
refuſe 8 
o be 
yould | 


*« fruit of their own ways.” © My brethren, be not 


“ deceived, (faith the apoſtle) for whatſoever a man 


* ſoweth, that ſhall he reap,” Gal. vi. 7. and hath told 
us, 1 Theſſ. v. 7. © 'The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance on all 


4 that know not God, and obey not the goſpel.” And 
| our Lord tells you, John xvii. 3. This is life eternal, 
> and | 4 
& © thou haſt ſent,” 
deal of notional knowledge, and yet periſh for not 
reducing it to practice; but it is impoſſible for a perſon 
that knows not and underſtands not the goſpel, and 


* to know the only true God, and Jeſus Chrilt whom 
Indeed a perſon may have a good 


way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, to be ſaved by him. 
“Without knowledge the heart is not good,” Prov. iv. 7, 
O therefore ſeek wiſdom, and with all thy getting get 
« underſtanding, for happy is the man that findeth it.” 


| Pla], cvii. 43. ** Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe 
things, even they ſhall underſtand the loving-kindnels 
of the. Lord.“ Pſal. cxi. 10, © The fear of the Lord 


is the beginning of wiſdom, a good underſtanding 
* have all they that do his commandments.” Job xxi. 12. 
© Therefore acquaint thyſelt with him, and thereby 
ce good ſhall come unto thee ; and receive the law from 
ond hh = 

BUT as to the excuſe wherewith working people, 
and the poorer fort, deceive themſelves, that they 
have no time for minding the duties of religion, 
becauſe they muſt work for their daily bread, and, it 
may be, have a wife and children to provide for ; there- 


tore they hope God will excuſe them from what they 
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cannot get done, ſeeing he is a merciful God, and te. 
quires them to provide for their families, and they would 
be worſe than infidels if they did it not, 1 Tim. v. 8. 


he ſays again, © Scek firit the kingdom of God, and all 0 
: things neceſſary ſhall be added to you; for your hea- 


bent upon all, to work, or be ſome way uſefully employed N 
for the glory of God and the good of others; but work- 


ance to religion, but it may and ought to be helpful to 
for being cumbered about many things, and tells her, 


© better part, which ſhould not be taken from her.” Do _ 


yet pray do not ſo much degrade yourſelves ; conſider 4 


theirs; do not then rank yourſelves with the beaſts, - and 


ill find it ſufficient for anſwering what. Cad rec 


(22) 


But, my brethren, our Lord and Saviour ſays to you, 
Matth. vi. 33. © Scek ye firſt the kiagdom of heaven, 
and the righteouſneſs that leads to it, and all theſe 
“ things ſhall be added unto you:“ and, Luke xii. 31. 


« venly Father knoweth that you have need of theſe ©? 
« things: and ſays, If your heavenly Father clothes 
the lillies of the field, and feeds the fowls of the air, 
ſhall he not much more clothe and feed you, O ye of 
little faith? Matth. vi. | | : 
II is indeed warrantable, yea a commanded duty incum · 


ing was never deſigned to interfere with, or be a hinder. 5 
it. You ſee how our Lord reproves Martha, Luke x. 41. 
* one thing was needfu}, and Mary had choſen the 


you ſo likeways, and all things neceſſary ſhall be added. 

MY brethren, do you indeed think ſo meanly of i 
yourſelves, as to look on yourſelves made for no higher 
end, and capable of no greater happineſs, than what 
you do or may enjoy in this preſent word? why were 
you made rational creatures, if it was for no other end 
than to car, and drink, and work, and bring. up your 
offspring. and ſerve thoſe that are rich and in higher 
Nations ? why, beaſts do all theſe things: do you really 
judge yourſelves made for no higher end than beaſts ? MW 
Though ſome of your maſters may regard you no more, 


you have immortal fouls, equally valuable and precious 
as your maſters, and capable of as great happineſs as 


live as if you were made for no higher purpoſe then they 
are ; but be wiſe in time, and carefully redeem and im- 
prove that little time you can call yqur own, and you 
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of you. The apoſtle tells us, Acts xvii. 26.“ and God 
re. + hath made of one blood all nations, —and hath de- 
ould . termined the times before appointed, and the bounds 
7. 8, of their habitation, that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if 
you, “ haply they might feel after him and find him, 
ven, g“ though he be not far from any of us,” There you 
theſe Wſee your extract is the ſame with your maſters, and 
31. the end for which you were made, and placing you in 
d alt ¶ ſuch a ſituation in the world, that you might ſeek God 
hea - and find him, ſeeing he is nigh you: and the pſalmiſt 
theſe "Mays, cxlv. 18, 19. The Lord is nigh unto them that 
othes call upon him in truth, and he will fulfill the deſire 
2 air, of them that fear him.” 2] 
ye of Mx brethren, do you but find a heart to redeem and 
| mprove your time, and I will find and point you our 
ime enough, ſo much as God will accept as ſufficient 
Wor what he requires of you, when you can get no 
more, and that without hindering your work, or ma- 
inder- ing you loſers as to the world, or defraudiag your ma- 
ful to ſters of what of your time is theirs, 1 
x. 41. MY brethren, know that God, of ſovereign goodneſs 


1cun i 
loyed 


work- 


ls her, nd mercy to your ſouls, as well as to your bodies, 
n the | 

Do It hath been an ordinary obſervation, that the increaſe and 
ded. Wccreaſe of religion with a perſon, or in a family, and in a na- 
ily of ion, is beſt known by the regard they ſhow to the Sabbath 
higher Pay; but the profanation of the Sabbath is now become ſuch a 


what Fommon, ordinary thing, and ſo faſhionable, that many ſeem 
y were have loſt all conviction of conſcience, and ſenſe of its atro- 
er end {ious guilt, and excuſe themſelves, and plead what a common 
your ing it is for even ſuch as make profeſhon of religion to keep 
4 her mpany after ſermon, and to walk in company to take the 
. 12215 ir, and recreate themſelves: and ſome plead they are 


auch confined, and cannot win out through the week, and that 


beaſts ? is for their health; and they think if they have attended pu- 
> More, lic worſhip, the work of the Sabbath is over. By many ſuch | 
onſider Wain pretences do many excuſe themſelves, blind and bribe 


eit own conſcience: but when ſuch ſec that God commanded 
poor man to be {toned to death for doing on the Sabbath 
that he could plead more neceſſity for than moſt can do for 
en they {Wrertaining company, or walking on the Sabbath, (as for ſuch: 
nd im- {Who make complimentary viſits, or entertain company on the 

| | Sabbath, 


recious 


(24 -) 
hath appointed the Sabbath as a holy reſt front yout 
toil and labour, and given you that day as your own, 

1 1 xoks and 


* 


Sabbath, they aQ Satan's part in ſodoing,in ſeducing one another;) 
can any really think God is leſs jealous concerning the Lord's day, 


the Chriſtian Sabbath, and is not diſhonoured and provoked as 


much for the miſ-ſpeiding and trifling away his holfday now, by 

complimentary viſits, and walking, and trifling away the Sabbath, 
counting it a burden, which God hath graciouſly appointed as a 
bleſſing ? But_we may allude to what the apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor, 
xi. 30. on the account of their profaning the Lord's ſupper ; 
& For this cauſe many are weak and fickly among you, and ma- 
ny ſleep.” No doubt but the profanation of the Sabbath is 
the procuring cauſe of many judgments on nations, families, 
and particular perſons ? ſcarce ever any that came to conviction 
of fin and repentance, but the profanation of the Sabbath Jay 
heavy on their conſcience, even above other fins, and as the in- 
Jet to other fins, You puniſh your ſ{crvants for purloining your 


goods, are angry with them for neglecting your work, and | 
miſ ſpending your time, and ſhall not God puniſh you who Þ 


miſ-ſpend his time? Mal. in. 8, and 9. Will a man rob 


God? ye are curſed with a curſe, for ye have robbed me, 


« even this whole nation, in tythes and in offerings,” Evi- 


deently the miſ-ſpending of the Sabbath is a robbing of God of Þ 
his tythes and offerings ; and thoſe who rob God of his tythe 


of time, do as he in Nathan's parable to David, 2 Sam. xi. 4. 
who ſpared his own flock, and took the poor man's lamb : fo 


do they who will not take a part of their own fix days to re- 
create themſelves, but rob God of a part of his ſeventh day to 
| find their own pleaſures in, But -let ſuch as trifle away the 
Sabbath, and walk to find their own pleaſures on that day. 
know and conſider the pleaſure they take will end-1n. pain, and 


that they are then walking in the broad way that leads to de- 
ſtruction, and the air they get is infectious, at leaſt to their 
ſouls, and probably doth prove ſo io their bodies, while they 
thus take it againſt God's leave: they ſurely get a curſe with 
it, and have no ground to expect a bleſſing. As for Iyers-a-bed, 
drinkers, travellers, and gamers on the Sabbath, ſurely they 
cannot be ſo ſtupidly ignorant as to pretend any hope of ſalva- 
tion; ſurcly all ſuch may lay their account with eternal dam- 
nation, except they repent. I do pot mean nor intend to re- 
prove works of neceſſity and mercy; but when God is fo 
good to us, as to allow us of his time for theſe purpoſes, it 
_ npgravates guilt, to take bis time when not neceſſary. | 
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and requires chat you ſpend that whole day in the pu: 
blic and private exerciſes of religious worſhip, except ſo 
much as is neceſſary for the works of neceſſity and mer- 
cy. Now, what does your conſcience ſay ? Do you riſe as 
early that day, to work out your ſalvati n, as you do on 
other days to work for your maſters? and are you as 
careful and diligent tobe found ſecking and ſerving God, 
and about his work, on his day, and whoſe eye is ever 

upon you, as you are to ſerve your maſters, when their 


| eye is upon you? and do you not think that God hath 


as juſt cauſe to be angry with you, when you trifle a- 
way his time, neglecting the work he commands you, 
as your maſters have to be angry with you for trifling 
away their time, and neglecting their work? Mal. i 6. 
« If I be a maſter, where is my fear, faith the Lord of 
„ hoſts ?” We find Abraham, Gen. xxii. 3. and all 
the prophets, it is ſaid of them, they role early in the 
morning when God called them to duty; and the Pſal- 


7 miſt ſays, © Thou ſhalt early hear my voice, and 1 early 


* will ſeek thee,” Pſal. Ixiii, But alas! how ſlothfully 
do many ſpend the Sabbath morning? Can you ſay that 
you carefully ſperd the Sabbath morning in prayer, and 


reading your Bibles, preparing to attend public worſhip ? 


and are you careful to attend it, unleſs when unavoid- 
able neceſſity hinders you from it ? do you carefully and 
diligently employ all the time you can get on the Sab- 


bath, in reading, prayer, and meditation, examining 
into your ſoul's ſlate and frame? Alas ! how few ſer- 


vants and working people, who complain or excuſe them- 
ſelves for want of time, are there to be found; but what 
have more cauſe to condemn themſelves for ſlothfully 
neglecting to improve the time they have? See what 
encouragement you have to ſanctify the Sabbath, Iſa. 
Ivi. and Ifa. Iviii. © Bleſſed is the man that doeth 
« this, that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it; — 
2 them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make 
i them joyful i in my houſe of prayer : their offerings 
« will I accept.” And fee what God threatens againſt 
inch as . ofane the Sabbath, Jer. 2 xvil. 27. God hath 

D | ſaid, 
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ſaid, ſee Lev, xxvi. 2. © Ye ſhall keep my Sabbath, ard 
& reverence my ſanctuary, I am the Lord.” 

BOT alas! how many are there that mind religion 
little more on the Sabbath than in any other day of the 
week? The moſt part of the difference they make lyes 
in their abſtaining from their ſtated ordinary work and} 
buſineſs, which is no more than their beaſts do, and or. 
dinarily put on clean and better clothes that day, that ſo 
they may appear more decent, and fit to go abroad to 
walk, or viſit their friends and acquaintances z or if they 
ſhould happen to go to church, which is, alas! much 5. 
neglected by many, being ſo very careleſs about it, Oh M* 
what fin and ſhame is it to ſee tradeſmen, and men off 
buſineſs, whoſe timie is much taken up through the 
weck by their worldly buſineſs, fo ſpending the Sab. m 
bath, in walking and riding for recreation, ſeeking their 
own pleaſure on the Lord's day, expreſly contrary to Pr 
his command ! Ifo, Iviit. 13. ſuch evidence they are * 
none of his ſervants, and that there is no fear of God 
before their eyes, and that they belong to another 
maſter, What ſhame, to ſee companies even of poot fa 
working people, who have ſo little time through the Pl 
week, yet walking idly through the ſtreets and fields; 
and poor old women fitting at their doors, or gather- 


ing in companies, ſpending the holy Sabbath in vain | 
_ . rrifling converſation, and giving ſuch bad example to 5 
the younger, training them up todo the like ! and many 91 
appear to think that no regard is to be paid to the Lord's 8 


day but when they are engaged in public worthip, or in, 
the time of it. How much are they ſelf-condemned, | Y* 
who excuſe themſelves from the duties of religion for 6 
want of time, and yet ſo miſ-ſpend the holy Sabbath? Md 
Oh what dreadful gailt, and what fearful puniſtment 0 
do theſe Sabbath-breakers draw upon themſelves ! If : 
God commanded a poor man to be put to death for ; 
gathering ſticks on the Jewiſh Sabbath, Numb. xv. 35. Z 
What fhall be done to thoſe who ſo openly profane Y 
the Chriſtian Sabbath? ſurely a much ſorer puniſhment Y 7 
than thoſe who defpiſed Moſes law, Heb. x. 28. even 1 
eternal death, We love and honour God, juſt in pro- 0 
— TT portion 
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portion as we love and honour his holy Sabbath, and 
| keep from-poluting it, Pal. Ivi. 

BUT, my brethren, even you that are ſervants, and ſuch 
as muſt make out their appointed hours of work every 
day, yet ſtill you may hnd time enough every day for 
the duties of religion. God is the beſt of maſters, and 
ealy pleaſed, where there is ſincerity and uprightneſs of 
heart; when the deſires of the ſoul are towards him, 
ſmall matters will pleaſe him, even a willing mind, when 
the duty cannot be got done ſo ſuitably and ſeaſonably as 
they deſire, 2 Cor. viii. and 12. We ſee how much the 
poor widow was commended, when ſhe could give no 
more than two mites, more than they who gave out of 
their abundance, Luke xxi. 4. If you have bur little time, 
God will accept of your little, when you can give no 
more ; neither doth he ſtand on ſtated times : though 
morning and evening are the ordinary ſtated times of 
prayer, yet, when it cannot be conveniently got done 
at theſe times, God will accept of it at any time of the 
day, at what time, or from what place ſoever it come, 
if it come from a ſincere, upright heart, founded on 
faith! in Chriſt, and the word of promiſe, john xiv. 14. 
= Pal. cxlv. 18. The Lord is nigh unto all them that 
„ call upon bim! in truth; he will fulfil the deſire of 

them that fear him, he will hear their cy, and will 
« ſave them ;” yea, he will accept of the ſhorteſt cja- 
culatory prayer, put up even when employed about 
ny buſineſs, or working with your hands: he knows the | 
pe 2 ſituation of every one, and accepts of what a perſon 
ja! hath, when time and oppor tunity will afford no more, 
ed. yet ſo as every incident and inconveniency that could be 
or! pot over will not excuſe, None need to complain or excuſe 

emſelves for want of time: they that are kept cloſeſt 
nt at work, yet have time allowed to eat and refreſh them- 
148 ſelves; many have ſtated hours which they can call 
Gas their own ; then you may find ſome ſhort time for read- 
5 ing a little, or for prayer, if you was ſomehow pre- 
ae vented in the morning; and you have alſo time in the 
nt evening, after your working hours are over: I have ſecn 
en ſeivants doing little neceſſary things for themſelves at 
bs fuck tis times, Let all 3 — fixit, as the 
2 n 
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one thing needful, that ought never to be neglected, 


ly behind what will, If you be wiſe to redeem and 


improve what fragments of time you may often get, 
| you may make great progreſs in religion, as I know 
ſome ſervants have done : yea, I know a perſon may 
have communion and fellowſhip with God, through 
Chriſt, in the very time their hands are buſily employ- 
ed about their work, even then they may be lifting up 
their ſouls to God. It is vain to deceive yourſelves by 
pretences of want of time, ſeeing it is the very thing 
for which God gives you time, and exerciſes his patience 
toward you, giving you ſpace to repent, Rev. ii. 2, 
I gaye her Gace to repent, and ſhe repented not ; 
„ therefore I will caſt her into great tribulation, and 

“ kill her children with death,” Oh fear that threat- 
ning 


MY brethren, thiok not that your ignorance, and | 


want of that time and convenience which ſame others 
do enjoy, will be any excuſe ; for you may have as much 
time as would be ſufficient, if carefully redeemed. and im- 
proven; and you have, or may have, ſufficient means for 
inſtruction in the things of God, ſo as you may be made 


wiſe unto ſalvation : and God hath ſaid, “ Then ſhall ye 
„know, if ye follow on to know the Lord, whoſe 
« goings forth is prepared as the morning (a growing, 
5 increaling light) and he ſhall come as the former and 


latter rain, that makes the ſeed ſown to grow,” Hoſ. 


vi. 3. but it is only in the ſincere and diligent "uſe of 
the means that you can have any ſcriptural or rational | 
ground to expect knowledge in the things of God: our 
Lord hath ſaid, ©* Seek, and ye ſhall find, knock, and | 
it ſhall be opened unto you:“ but if you do not 
ſeek, you have no ground to hope you ſhall find, when | 
you wilfully negle&t the means of his appointment, pray- | 


er, reading his word, and hearing the goſpel preached. 

Perſons that wiltully neglect theſe things which they 
can do, may be certain they are yet in a graceleſs ſtate, 
lying under the ſentence of condemnation, and have no 
gr ound of hope from the word of God while they con- 
_ tinue ſo to do; ſuch wilfully continuing either in ſins of 
omiſſion or comm! in on is damnable, Deut xzix.' 19. 


0 ve 
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# It ſhall come to paſs, when he heareth the words of 
be the curſe, that he bleſs himſelf, and ſay, I ſhall have 
% peace, though I walk in the imagination of my own 
te heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt : the Lord will 
% not ſpare ; but the anger of the Lord, and his jea- 
T louſy, {hall ſmoke againſt that man, and all the 
« curſes of this book ſhall ly upon him.“ | 
AGAIN ; ſome poor, ignorant creatures ſpeak as 
if they hoped for mercy, and to eſcape puniſhment, 
becauſe of their meanneſs and obſcurity in the world, 
that, as they are deſpiſed and overlooked by the world, 


they think God will do fo too : but let ſuch ignorant 


creatures be aſſured God neither deſpiſes nor over- 
looks any, becauſe of their poverty and obſcurity in the 
world, Luke xii. 6. Are not five ſparrows fold for 
« two farthings? and not one of them is forgotten be- 
* fore God; but the very __ of your head are all 
© numbered,” Rev. xx. 12. And I ſaw the dead, 


„ ſmall and great, ſtand beider God, and the books 
Were opened, and the dead were judged out of theſe 
things written in the books, according to their works.“ 

Where you ſee the moſt contemptible and obſcure doth 
not eſcape the obſervation of God: and all muſt ap- 
pear before his judgmeat-ſeat; and then the books 
: will be opened, and the fins of the wicked, which 


were not obſerved, and were forgotten by them, will 
be brought to remembrance; the book of the law, 


and the book of the goſpel, offering grace and pardon, 
and the book of conſcience will be opened, and all 
Vill be judged according to their works. 


THERE are alſo ſome who ſpeak peace to themſelves, 
becauſe they think ſome are more groſsly wicked and pro- 
fane than they, and becauſe they lee ſo many like them- 
ſelves ; and if they know any who are more ſtrict and cir- 
cumipect, and mind the duties of religion more than they 
do, they think they make more ado about religion than 
they need, and call them hypocrites: and though they 
read in the Bible of per ſons who were called ſaints, and 
that were ſuch, yet they ſcarce think there are any ſaints 
now, if ſome miniſters be not ſuch ; and ſo they con- 


ent themſelves, thinking and ſaying they will fare no 


worſe 
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worſe than their neighbours, and ſay, Surely God never 


made ſo many creatures to damn them, and make them 
_ eternally miſcrable ; and ſo live carcleſs about their 
| ſalvation, h 

THIS would require to be more largely oken to 
than [ can find place for; but yet I ſhall 5 ſome· 
thing to it. I have ſaid bee from the A of 
God, that the knowingly and willingly continuing in 
any i" ſin, either neglect of known duty, or delibe. 


rarely continuing in any one known fin, fhuts out from 
the kingdom of heaven, and is inconſiſtent with ſa» | 
ving grace, Pfal. cxix. 6. Then ſhall [ not be aſha - 


& med, when | have reſpect unto all thy command- | 


& ments.“ Pal. Ixvi. 18.“ But if 1 regard iniquity in Þ 


* my heart, the Lord will not hear my prayers.” Prov. 
xxviii. 13.“ He that covers,” or excuſes, * his ſin ſhall 
e not proſper.” Whereby you may ſee, that though 


you be not ſo groſely profane as ſome others, yet, te- 
garding any one iniquity ſo as not to do what you know | 


to be your duty, or deliberately and willingly doing any 
thing you know to be fin, or wilfully refuſing to know 
what is ſin and duty, and wilfully turning away from 

the light of tte ward or your own canſcience, ſhuts out 
from acceſs to God. Our Lord ſays to a ſuber young 
man, that he was not far from the kingdom of God; 
but it dath not appear that ever he entered in, for it was 


a certain evidence his heart was not right with God, 


when he refuſed to do what he was told to be his duty, 5 
Matth. xix. 22, the love of the world and of this life 
prevailed over the love of eternal life; and our Lord : 


| lays, one cannot ſerve two maſters. 


AN whereas you ſee many groſsly wicked, alas! it is . 
a ſad truth: but the pſalmiſt tells us,“ The wicked ſhall ; 


6 be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget,” ot 
neglect to ſeek, © God,” Pl. ix. 17. Philip. iii. 18, 19. 


Io. 7 


AND it is too true that you ſee many like yourſelves; | 


for our Lord tells us, Wide is the gate and broad is 
t the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many there 
be that g» in thereat, Mat. vii, 14. Wherefore he 
ſays, © Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, for few there 
2 'be that lind it;“ and that © many ſhall fay to bim 
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1 
& on that day, Lord, Lord, open to us; to whom he 
& will ſay, Depart from me, I know you not, ye work- 
« ers of iniquity,” Mat, vii. 23. which will be a fad 
diſappointment to many; And, alas ! it is a common 
thing for formal lukewarm profeſſors to look upon fuch 
as go beyond them in ftrifineſs, and are exerciſed ac- 
cording to the truth and power of godlineſs, and to call 
thera {tiff hot-headed hypocrites 5 but it is becauſe they 
themſelves are ignorant, and not acquainted with the 
true nature of real religion, eſleeming no more to be 
in it but decent morality and a form of religious duties. 
But our Lord ſays, Except your righteonſneſs exceed 
* 'the righteouſneſs of the ſerides and Phariſees, ye ſball 


„ jn no ways enter into the kingdom of heaven,” Mat. 


v. 20. Peter, iv. 18. ſays, © If the righteous be ſcarce- 
* ſaved, Kc.“ where, you ſte, all hath enough ado: 
and our Lord ſays, the Mayo of heaven mult be ta- 
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When perſons are heartily concerned and throughly exerciſed 


ken by violence, 


X , . * 
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about the ſalvation of their ſouls, it-/fwallows up all other con- 


cerns, and makes all other things appear but light and trivial. 


| About the things of this life they rejoice as if they rejoiced not, 


and grieve as if they grieved not: and they check themſelves, and 


; are grieved, if at any time they find it otherwiſe; if, meeting with 


hoſſes and croſſes in the world, they apprehend themſelves grieved 
about it, it grie ves them much more to find themſelves caſt down 
or vexed about it, than the loſs; and they will endeavour to 


| ; turn their concern into a ſpiritual channel, and ſay, * Why caſt 


| down about ſuch a ſmall thing, while ſo little concerned about 


the ſalvation of my foul ? If I have Chriſt, I have all, and can 


| © loſe nothing; if I have not Chriſt, what avails every thing elſe ?” 


And ſo likewiſe perſons througbly excreiſed about ſalvation are 
grieved, and check themſelves, if at any time they find they 
are tickled with the gains, pleaſures or proſperity of worldly 
things; or for being puffed up, or valuing themſelves for worldly 
things, and rejoicing in a thing of nought, that alſo grieves and 
bumbles them. To ſuch as are exerciſed to godlineſs Chriſt is 
tuſt all in all; they, with the apoſtle, count all other things but 
as loſs and dung, whoſe eyes are in ſome meaſure opened to 
diſcern ſpiritual and eternal things; yet not ſo but that they {till 
retaia 
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AXN!) it muſt be acknowledged, and is much to be h. 
ment. d, that ſo few now-a-days appear to be really 
faints, by (alas 1) their too much conforming to a pre- 
ſent evil world. Yet, bleſſed be God, that there is yet 
ſome that give ſufficient evidence to ſuch as are capable 
of diſcerning the nature of true grace, that they are 
ſaints indeed; but they may be ſtill called hidden ones, 
as Pſal. Ixxxiii. 3. hid from the eyes of the profane and 
carnal world eſpecially, who cannot judge of their di. 


ſtinguiſhing character, nor perceive their inward excel. | 


lency, Pſal. xlv. 13 The King's daughter is all glo- 
“ rious within; her clothing is of wrought gold.” But 
let all be aſſured, that except they be real ſaints on earth, 
they ſhall never be ſaints in heaven: the difference be. 
tween ſaints and hypocrites lyes more in internals than 


in externals ; John iii, 3. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid un. 
© to him, Verily, verily I ſay unto you, except a man 

ebe born again he cannot ſee the kingdom of God.“ 

Heb. xii, 6. And without faith it is impoſſible to ſee 


“ God;” and Heb. xii. 14. Without holineſs no man 


- * ſhall ſee the Lord :” wherefore there is abſolute ne- 
ceſlity for regeneration; faith and holineſs on earth, ory 


no admiſhon to heaven. 


AND whereas you content yourſelves by thinking yo 


ſhall fare as your neighbours, and you will be no work 
than others, and you cannot think a merciful God would 
make creatures to damn them; it is owned you are in 


that reſpect right, for it was not God's end in making 
rational creatures to make them only to be damned; 
for God made man upright, capable of glorifying him, 
and being happy in the enjoyment of him : his word} 
tells us, Eccl. vii. 29. © God made man upright, but 


« they have ſought out many inventions, Hoſ. i. 3. 0 
- * Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thy 
© help,” And notwithſtanding mankind had deſtroyed 
themſelves, John iii. 16. yet © God fo loved the world 
that he gave his only-begotten Son,” (to fulfil the 9 
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retain their natural paſſions and affeclions towards worldly thing: 


as well as others, but they are all ſubdued to Chriſt and heaven. 


6 1 


for them when they could not do it for themſelves, and 


der by rea!on of their rcbellion and apoſtaſy from him; 

and he hatn purchaſed pardon of their fins, and a right 
to the heavenly inheritance, and freely offers all to ſuch 
as are willing to be reconciled to God by him, and wil- 


God) *© that whoſoever believerh on him ſhould not pe- 
« riſh, but have everlaſting liféè:“ ver. 17. for God 
« ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
« world,” (as he jullly might) “ but that the world 
« through him might be ſaved. 23 Þut he allo tells Us, 
he that believes not is condemned already; there needs 


nounced on the firſt Adam and all his poſterity, and is 
alſo incurred by every actual fin committed: © This is the 
% condemnation, that light is come into the world, but 
* men loved darkneſs rather than light, yea hate the 
g light, and come not to it, leſt their deeds be repro- 
ved,“ John xv. 22, © If I had not come and ſpoken 
% unto them, they had not had fin ; but now they have 
* no cloke for their fin,” Ver. 24. + Now they have 
both ſeen and hated me and my Father alſo, *withont 
Ja cauſe. Our Lord complains and laments over obſti— 
, youlſy vate ſinners, and lay s, © Ye will not come unto me that 
ore © ye may have lif:,” John v. 40. From all which it is 
ould evident God did not make creatures to damn them, for 
re in he is a gracious God, and takes no pleaſure in the death 
of ſianers, Ezck. xxxiii. 11. but mankind have deſtroy. 
ed themſelves, and brought miſery on themſelves : and 


kim when God, ef ſovereign goodneſs, hath provided a Sa- 
word viour, and freely offers them ſalvation, and to reſtore 
„ but them to their firſt ſtate of holineſs and happineſs, yet 
40 perverſe ſinners obſtinately deſpiſe his pardoning grace, 
is thy and refuſe to be reconciled, . preferring the ſervice of Sa- 
royelſ tan, and the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, to the enjoy- 
world ment of God eternally in heaven: wherefore God may 
je lauf well ſay, as he does Ila. v. 3. What could have been 


* done more to my vineyard that I have not done?“ 
And there you ſee how he threatens to deal with it: 
when — and mercy is rejected, What then can re- 

E Main 


to undergo the cui ſe and penalty which mankind lay un- 


ling to be made holy and happy in the enjoy ment of 


no new ſentence, only the execution of what was pro- 


| 
| 
| 
: 
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main but a fearful locking for of wrath, which ſhall de- 
vour ſuch irreclaimable adverſaries ; Heb. vi. 8; That 
« which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is 
« nigh unto curſing, whole end is to be burned,” Heb, 
x. 27. ** what but a fearful looking for of judgment and 
« fiery indignation which ſhall devour the adverſaries— 
« a how much ſorer puniſhment, „Ver. 31. It is a 
« fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” 


and it will be but poor comfort that you do but fare as | 
other miſerable wretches, and have a great multitude of | 


devils and damned wretches ſhut up with you in thoſe 


_ everlaſting burnings ; yea, it will be an aggravation of | 
your miſery to have the devils continually deriding you | 
for your folly in rejecting mercy and an offered pardon, | 


and others of your acquaintance curſing you for ha- 
ving a hand in betraying them into that miſery ; that 


will be all the comfert you will take in one another, | 


that you are faring as they do. 

AGAIN, ſome profane, carelefs creatures are heard 
to ſay, If I be elected, I ſhall be faved, do what I will; 
and if I be not elected, [ cannot be ſaved; do what! 


can; either profanely mocking at the ſeripture· doctrine of 
election, or making it an excufe for their negligence. Let 
even theſe careleſs creatures do not ſpeak nor act ſo in 


what concerns this preſent life ; they trade, they work 
and toil, they plow and ſow, 45 being the means ap- 
pointed of God, and ground of their hope for pro- 
cu ing a living, and increaſe of their worldly riches, 


although they are not ſure that their labour will ſucceed E 


any better in temporal than ſpiritual things, and know 


not but they may be loſers, more than gainers, by all | 
their pains; or, if they attain what they hope for, they 


are not lure of enjoying the fruits of their labour one 
day : they know nor but that it may be ſaid to them, 
Thou fool, this night thy ſoul is required of thee, 
Put mankind's will is yet free, notwithſtanding election; 
and though now there is a great bias inclining to what is 
evil, yet no conſtraint from Satan, the world, or the 
fleſh, can be laid on the will of man, though there is 
many ſnares and temptations, but nothing can conſtrain 
the will of man, Let ſuch labour as ſincerely in God's ap. 

pointed 
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n 
pointed way, to obtain heaven, as they do for the world, 


and they will ſurely obtain it. God ſtill deals with man 
kind as rational creatures, capable of voluntary choice; 


wherefore he ſets good and evil ſtill before them, As he 


acts toward them as to their temporal happineſs, ſo 
he does as to their eternal happineſs, in preſcribing 
the means to it: and, notwithſtanding they voluntarily 
ruined themſelves by diſobeying him, he {till offers to 
be reconciled to them, and hath revealed and offers 
his grace in the goſpel, and only requires us to ſeek it, 
and willingly accept it in a humble and thankful man- 


ner, and we ſhall obtain it; he hath told us what is 
good, and what he requires of us, Micah vi. 8. and 
what we mult do to inherit eternal life. 


Yea, God hath 
promiſed eternal life and happineſs on much eaſter terms 
than temporal life and happineſs ; he hath told us, that 
we muſt maintain life by the ſweat of our brows, and mult 
work {ix days, but requires only one whole day of the fe- 


ven for ſalvation-work ; yea, he gives eternal life as a free 


gift through Chriſt, to all that ſeek it in a humble man- 
ner. Eternal life is offered by God to us on much eaſier 
and ſurer terms than proud man chuſes for himſelfas the 


| way to obtain it: and if any ſay faith is above their 


power, 1 ſay it is no more above their power than per- 


fect works; and God hath promiſed to give power to 


believe unto ſalvation, John vi. 45. but nowhere 


| promiſes to give power perfectly to obey the law, ſo 


as to be ſaved by our own works. And God hath ſaid, 
« Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ye ſhall be 
« ſaved: Acts xvi. 31. But he that believes not 
* ſhall be damned,” Mark xvi. 16. and encourages all 


to their duty, ſaying, Prov. ii. 3. © If thou crieſt after 


* knowledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding, 
« if thou feckeſt her as 51 and ſearcheſt for her as 
« for hid treaſures, then ſhalt thou underſtand the 
* fear of, the Lord, and find the knowledge ot God.“ 
There your duty is ſet before you, and ſucceſs promiſed 
on the doing it; and from thence you have as good 
ground to expect and hope for a bleſſing on your en- 


deavours, as when you manure your ground, and fow 


it, after the beſt manner you can; and you have no 
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more to do with the decrees of election or predeſiina. 
tion in the one caſe than in the other: it is only in the 
way of commanded duty we have any ground to hope 
for what tends to our happineſs either as to ſpiritual or 
temporal things. We ſee how diligent and aſſiduous 
men are about obtaining the good things of this life: ne- 
ceſſity obliges the poor to work and toil all the day long ; ; 
ambition to be rich excites others to inceſſant anxious 
care and labour to get wealth; yea the rich, as well as 
the poor, are not aſhamed to turn beggars, and humbly 
to ſollicit for honourable poſts and penſions from them 
that can give them. Seeing you find you cannot dig ſo Wot 
as to gain life by the law, will you be aſhamed to beg ec 
of Ged, who gives liberally, and upbraids not? © But We 1 
. wicked, through the pride of his countenance, dr « 
« will not call upon God; God is not in all his il 
„ thoughts,” Pfal, x. 4- Can any reaſonably expect Hy 
to get what they will neither ſeek nor take when of. In 
fered to them? Acts xiii, 46. Then Paul waxcd bold, a 
% and ſaid, It was neceſſary that the word of God ſhould F 


1 ' firlt Þ ves 

AQs xv, 18. Known unto God are all his works "EX. the i 

40 beginning of the world.“ Every thing that concerns you, mo 
health and fickneſs, proſperity and adverſity, and even things 

that to yοοασοαν car accidental, your days and hours of life, are mo 

all equaily turekrnown, and immutably decreed of God, as ng 

your ſalvation or damnation is, though they are not of equal ve 

importance to you, Your very thoughts and words are fore- Han- 


known to God what they ſhall be, Plal. cxxxix7*2.. Dan, ii, 
27. A ſparrow is not forgotten, and cannot fall to the ground 


without God, who hath infallibly decreed every thing that is, as 

or will, or can be; all is equally known to God, and nothing 8 
can come to paſs but what he hath fore- ordained and determi- 

ned ſhall be, and nor men nor devils can poſhbly prevent it. 8 

' God's decrees doth not depend on our actions, as ſome men e 

e 


would have them, but our actions depend on bis decrees ; and 
yet, in all, God doth no way infiinge the freedom of our wills ; a 
never ary man conſulted the decrees of God, nor did with- 

hold fem doing any thing upon that account, becauſe it is 
impothble for him to know what God's decrees are, betore he ur 


reyeal tem, or things coming to paſs manutelt them, 4 ed e 
*. 
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u. firſt have been ſpoken to you; but ſeeing ye put it 
he from you, and judge yourſelves unworthy of eter- 
pe . nal life, (or it unworthy your ſeeking after) lo, we 


or turn to the Gentiles.” Is it not then juſt with God 
dus o deal fo with you, who wilfully reject or neglect the 
1e- Whneans of obtaining grace? In the things of the world, 
g; Whough you meet with many diſappointments, yet you 
us Will try again and again; and if one way of doing will 
as Wot anſwer, you try another; if you cannot live by 


"ne trade, you try another; for you reaſon with your- 
elf,“ I muſt do ſomcthing to live; I cannot, I will 
ot ſtarve.” And do you not judge etcrnal life more 


eceſſary and more important to you, than whether you 
zut pe rich or poor in this world, or whether you live long, 
ce, r dic ſoon out of it? The conſideration of theſe things 
his Pill render you altogether inexcuſable, if you negle&, 


y brethren, do but act as rationally and diligently 


of. In ſeeking after eternal happineſs, as you do in ſeeking 
Id, temporal happineſs, and you have no ground to fear 
114 you ſhall be diſappointed; the decrees of election {hall 
rſt ever ſtand in your way, Deut. xxix. 29 5 | 


NAY, though it were ſo, it would be acting a moſt 
Ppiſe and rational part, though you ſhould ſtrive by the 
Enolt diligent endeavours, doing all you poſlibly can do 
in the uſe of means all your life, and uſing the greateſt 
mortification and ſelf-denial, abſtaining from, and watch- 
Ing againſt your moſt beloved fins. And though you 
were to come ſhort, and be diſappointed of heaven, 
and thruſt down to hell at laſt, would it not, think you, 
itigate your inward torment much, if you could reflect 
end ſay, © I had no hand in bringing this miſery upon 
yſelf; 1 did what I could in watching to avoid hn and 
eep myſelf from mine iniquity, and did all that I knew 
o de my duty, endeavouring to p'eaſe God, and obtain 
eaven, and eſcape hell: it is only owing to God's 


a ecree of election that I am here milcrable, nothing was 
Is; Mvanting on my part that was in my power to do.” 
th- WW ould not even ſuch a thought be an alleviation or 
t is itigation of the torments of the damned; whereas the 


ireadful heart-cutting reflection of having neglected, 
ejected and abuſed offered pardon and grace, pre- 
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5 beap themſelves from ſinning and offending againſ 


ho dear for it? is there any proportion between ſeventy} 


the ſleſh is capable of enjoying, and millions of million 


beightning their puniſhment 2 2 It is moving to ſee hoy 
food and aparel, while their ſouls are neglected, and ar 
it may be ſaid of many. Oh ! that theſe who ſpend theitſ 
precious time in vanity, and in fulfilling the luſts of thef 
fleſh, and following ſinful pleaſures and diverſions, andf 


are ſo tender and delicate in pampering and adorning 


body as well as the ſoul ſhall be the ſear of torment, miſery | 
and of everlaſting ſhame and contempt, and none to pity !| 


as ſow to the fleſh ſhall reap but corruption, Rev. xxii. 


( 38 ) 


A 
 ferring the vile pleaſures of ſin for ſuch a ſhort ſeaſon, upt 


ro everlaſting pleaſure and happineſs in heaven, ah boy deny 
horrible will ſuch a reflection be! how will the dam ing 

be made to juſtify God, and curſe and condemn them r di 
ſeives for their madneſs and folly ! | 

AND though election did ſtand in the way of any tha 
ſuyht ſalvation by Chriſt, ſo as they could not obtain 
it, yer were it not far wiſer and better for them, at lea 


God as much as in their power, ſeeing they muſt pa 


eighty, or an hundred years ſpent in the enjoyment of 
al: ihe pleaſures that ſin and the world can afford, of 


oi apes, even eternally ſuffering a greater degree of the 
wrath and indignation of God, and the torment of theiff 
own conſcience perpetually gnawing with the bittecell 
reflections and upbraidiags for their folly, even in but 


nice and delicate ſome are about their bodies, and in thei 


within very rotteneſs and putrefaction, as our Lord ſays in 
another caſe ! Matth. xxiii. 27. like whited ſepulchres ; lo 


their bodies, would conſider theſe things, and that the! 


Every one will be rewarded according to their works; ſuch 


12. and Rev, xviii. 7. How much ſhe hath glorified 
*© herſelf, and lived deliciouſly, ſo much torment and Hor 
« ſorrow give her:“ the greater the guilt is, ſo in pro- 
Portion will be the puniſhment, and the more pleaſure he 
in ſin, the more torment will it yield at laſt. g Wh. 
AGAIN. 


hee a 


Or if you doubt, and endeavour to Fa 3 to 


think there is no ſtate of rewards nor puniſhments, no eternity 
olf happineſs nor miſery ; yet, as you find you cannot be ſure, b 


„ 

AGAIN, ſome are fo blinded by Satan and their eor- 
upt luſts and affections, and ſo dreadfully profane, as to 
deny the fulfilment of their luſts, and the groſſeſt grati- 
ing and pleaſing of their corrupt affections, to be ſinful, 
xr diſhonouring and diſpleaſing to God; for, ſay they, 
why did God give us ſuch paſſions and affections, but to 
de pratified ? This is indeed almoſt the highelt pitch of pro- 
anity Satan can carry to, or corrupt nature can go; this 


ſon, 
boy 


mu. 
lem. 


that 
ILain 
eaſt 
ainih thoughteſt that I was altogether ſuch a one as thyſelf, 
pay and did approve thy ſin:“ but God ſays, © I will 
nt reprove thee, and ſet them in order before thine eyes,” 
t ag z. verſe, © Now conſfder this, ye that forget God, 
„ leſt I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.“ 
lion his is repreſenting God to themſ-lves, to be ſuch an one 
the 
ther 
erelſ 
bouf 
then | 


fin againſt the light of nature; for it is impreſſed upon all 
ignorant, that God is a holy God, a hater, and dread- 


that 


ankind, even upon the conſcience of the moſt brutiſh- 


* 


> indeed what is ſaid of the wicked, Pſal. I. 21. © Thou 


Bacchus, Cupid and the Heathen profane deities, which is 


ul avenger of fin; for all are conſcious to themſelves, 


SC 


1 aneh 
ys in 
3 ſc ; 
thei 
_ theÞ 
and 
the 
(ery 
ity!“ 
ſuch} 
Xl, 
fed 
and 
pro- 
(ure 


your reaſonings againſt it, while you ſee the molt wiſe, judicious 
nd ſober, endeavour to live in this world as if they were quite 
re that there is ſuch an after (tate. If they ſhould}be annihilate 


f enjoyiog the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon ; but if you be diſap- 
ointed, how fatal, how dreadful will it be, if you, like Eſau, 
orfeit eternal happineſs for a poor morſel on earth! One would 
eckon them weak and fooliſh, that would not venture a penny 
o have one chance of three, to gain a thouſand pound by it; yet 
nore weak and fooliſh is poor blind deluded ſinners, in not ven- 


very way ; for ſincerity, temperance and ſobriety is, in its own 
ature, more agreeable to reaſon, mote pl aſant and profitable 


vrality is eſteemed belt by men of the higheſt character, by 
heir laws enjoining it, and threatening puniſhment to thoſe 
Who live contrary to the dictates of reaſon and laws of man, If 
an think it juſt to puniſh ſuch as tranſgreſs their laws, ſhall it 
ve thought hard or unjuſt for God to puniſh ſuch as tranſgreſs 
IS 2 Rom. u. 6, Ts 8. 95 10, 11. Rom, xiii. 3 4. Acts 
XVI. 0 | | — = 
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nd fo be diſappointed, they are incapable of grieving for the loſs 


uring, when they are ſure they can loſe nothing, but be gainers 


or the enjoyment of this preſent life; andawe ſee ſobriety and 


re © a ale as; 
* 


with them: but we may ſafely ſay, it was impoſlibl: 
for a holy ſin-hating God to create ſuch vile affections, 
and make a creature hating and alienate from himſelf 
to ſuppoſe ſuch a thing, is the vileſt affront to God, whoſ 
takes no pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell 
with him, Pſal. v. 4. © For the righteous Lord loveth th: 
* righteouſneſs, his countenance doth behold the up. 5 

« right,” Plal. xi. 7. His ſoul abhorreth the, wicked. 
The Lord made man at firſt wholly a right ſeed, though 
« now he is turned into the degenerate plant of 1. 
« ſtrange vine,” Jer. ii. 21, Theſe vile affections flow 
from another parent, even of their father the devil, 
John viii. 44. to whoſe-power God juſtly gave mankind} 
vp, becauſe of their yielding to his temptations: yet a 
gracious God ſent his own Son into the world to de-. 
ſtroy the works of the devil, John iii. 8. But ſome ſuch 
vile monſters of wickedneſs, not only practically, but} 
| ſometimes verbally ſay, they love their maſter and his 
works; wheretore God may juſtly give them up to him 
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that when they do evil they offend and provoke God, 


and do find a pleaſant ſenſation after doing good. 
INDEED luch creatures who have as much of the 


devil as the brute, ſcarce deſerve to be dealt with by 


arguments; for ſuch pay no regard to ſcripture, and they 


oppoſe the light of nature and reaſon ; yet ſome ſuch tab 


the name of Chriſtians, but they are rather Mahometang 
ſeeing they place their chief happineſs in the fulfilmen 


of the luſts of the fleſh as the beaſts. Did they read 
the bible, they migkt there find a rational account hoyſ 
the nature of man came tobe ſo corrupted, and that Gagj 


did not make him fo, but that he made himſelf fo, and 


how that corruption of nature ig tranſmitted. Had Golf 
created mankind as they now are, indeed they could notf 


have been guilty of ſin, nor could he be juſtly offendel 


to pay them their wages; Job xxxvi. 18. But becauſe 


there is wrath, beware leſt he take you away with | 


„ his ſtroke; then a great ranſom cannot deliver thee.” 


* * 


How affecting is it to conſider, that 5 God hath ſo ex- 
alted and dignified the human nature, even above the angelical 
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that hath no heart to improve it?“ 


( 41 Ys 
MY brethren, working people and ſuch 2s are is 
low condition as to this world, towards whom, in a 
ſpecial manner, I deſire to have all ſympathy and com- 
paſſion, as the apoſtle ſays, Rom. xi. 14. © if by any 


„ means I may provoke to emulation them which are 


« my fleſh,” ſo as to ſave ſome of them; oh that I 
knew what arguments would, by the bleſſing of God, 
prevail with you to mind thoſe things that concern your 
eternal peace before they be hid from your eyes! Matth. 
xxili. 37. Oh that it may not be faid of any of you, 
« Whercfore is there a price put into the hand ofa foo], 

MY brethren, pray conſider the vaſt importance of an 
eternity of miſery and an eternity of happineſs, and 
the preciouſneſs of your immortal ſouls. Ah eternity ! 


ho awful a thought is it! it goes infinitely beyond and 


ſwallows up all thought: the happineſs or miſery of 


this world comes ſoon to an end, but the thought and 
apprehenſion of an eternity of vaſtly greater miſery 
than any ereature is able to endure in this life for one 
' hour, what dread and horror does it fill with! the very 
thought of it is ſhocking and painful. Solomon ſays, 
Prov. xviii. 14. a man may ſuſtain under the milſeries 
and infirmites of this life,“ but a wounded fpirit who 
can bear.” Job, who with patience ſuſtained the 


ſudden 
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nature, in that he who is true God, is alſo a true man, poſſeſt of 
the ſame human nature with us, having a real body and rational 


ſoul, ſuch as we have, Heb. ii. 14. and is appointed head and 


; Lord of angels; and they are commanded to worſhip him, 
eb. i. 6. and obey him as their Lord, and they are appointed 
by him to be miniftring ſpirits to mankind, Heb. i. 14. yet how 


many do we ſee debaſing the human nature much below the nature 


Jol beaſts, living worſe than beaſts, knowing and ſecking after 


no other happineſs than what ariſes from the gratification of 
their ſenſual and ſenſitive deſires and appetites, as if they had not 
rational ſouls ; yea, doing things, and forcing nature to what the 
beaſts cannot be compelled to? Surely ſuch may be accounted 
more vile than the beaſts, who thus debaſe human nature; beaſts 
do according to nature without reaſon, while they more than 
brutiſhly act in oppoſition to nature and reaſon. 
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ſudden loſs of all his riches and a flouriſhing family of | 


children all in one day, and loſt his health, ſmitten with: 


boyls, and was reduced fiom the height of worldly pro- 
ſperity to the very depths of temporal adverſity and 


miſery, yet never once complained of it, but took all 


patiently at the hand of God : but, when God appeared 


to him as an enemy, and the terror of God ſeized his 


ſoul, he was no longer able to ſtand it, but breaks out 
with the moſt pitiful and doleful complaints, although 
God was {till his friend, and but hiding himſelf for his 


trial. Oh then, what will it be when God deals with 


ſinners as an enemy, in wrathful fury and indignation, 


as the juſt puniſhment of their fins, and for rejecting 


his grace! oh how dreadful is the apprehenſion of ſuch 


_ miſery, and that when ten thouſand times ten thouſand 


years are endured in it, it will be but juſt io begin, no nearerf 


an end than when it firſt began, when God will mani} 


feſt his almighty power in the height of the puniſhment, 
and in ſupporting the wicked creature under it | Oh 


tremble and flee from that wrath which will ever, be 


wrath to come, and to come to all eternity ! oh then M 
in time to the city *of refuge, Chriſt, the hope ſet be· 
fore you! 

MY brethren, though you may be low and af 
by the unthinking world, yet know and confider you} 


| have heaven-born, immortal ſouls, capgble of an eter- 
nity of happineſs or miſery, and one of them muſt be 


your portion for ever : the immortal ſoul even of the} 
FE  Pooreli 


„ . —_— 


— — * * 


—1 hw 050 5 'E gay young Jady, who followed diverſiom 


and pleaſures, who one night comingin late, frisked into thc} 
room ſuddenly, where the found her woman fitting waiting forf 
ber, and a book before her open. The young lady peeping 01 
it, obſerved the word eternity, which went like an arrow to het 
heart: when ſhe went to bed, ſhe could not ſleep, the word 
_ eternity ſtill running in her mind, which brought her to conſider 
what an awful and important thing it was to be prepared for it, and 


how little ſhe had minded it. That one word and thought fixcd 
in her mind, till it brought about a ſound convetſion and t. 
formation from the ficſh-pleaſing yanitics of the world. 


ws FRAY tan bw — fry Weg > ham, wand fog AY ed Gt ens wn 


. 


od . 


=> ny 6&3 wy 


. 


pooreſt and moſt deſpiſed, is of more intrinſie value 
than all the material part of the creation of God, and 
js of equal value and dignity before God as the ſoul of 
the higheſt prince, and capable of the ſame gbleſſednels 
and happineſs throughout eternity, Chriſt paid as 
much price to redeem the foul of Lazarus the beggar, as 
he did for the ſoul of king David; and you have the 


{ fame free acceſs to God through Chriſt, as Abraham or 


the apoſtle Paul had. When the tabernacle was to be 
reared up, becauſe it was to be a common thing to the 
poor as well as the rich, the poor were alſo required to 
contribure to it, and the rich were not to pay more for 
the atonement 'of their fouls than the poor; all were to 


have equal acceſs to, and intereſt in the tabernacle, 
Lev. xxx. 15. God is no reſpecter of perſons; he re- 


gards not the rich and noble the more becauſe of their 
high birth and riches, nor deſpiſes the poor becauſe of 
their poverty: if you pray in faith, founded on the 


merit and interceſſion of Chrilt, your prayers will have 
as full acceptance with God, as the moſt reverend mi- 
= niſter of the goſpel, Your being in a low condition as 


to this world renders you not the more unmeet or 


unworthy, nor doth it reſtrain you from any ſpi- 


ritual privilege, nor from the cternl enjoyment of 
| happineſs with God in heaven. God is no reſpe&er of 


| perſons ; © The rich and the poor meet together, the 


* Lord is the maker of them both,“ Prov, xxii. 2. 

MY brethren, the word of God fully warrants me to 
ſay, That your low condition in this world ought ra- 
ther to be an excitement and an encouragement to you, 
and an help to ſtrengthen and ſtir up your faith and 
hope in the mercy of God, by pleading the many en- 
couraging promites that appear to be chiefly, if not 
wholly, given for ſtrengthening the hope of ſuch as are 
in a poor, low, and- afflicted condition in this world. 
See what the apoſtle James ſays, chap. ii. 5, © Hearken, 
* my beloved brethren, hath not God choſen the poor 
e of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
« dom God hath promiſed to them that love him?“ 
And Matth. xi. 25. where our Lord adores the ſove- 
teignty and wiſdom of God, ſaying, © I thank thee, O 

F 2 Father, 
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he entered on his public minis ry, and opened his com- 
miſſion from God, faith, Luke iv. 18.“ The Spirit of 


meancl}, 
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e Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haft 
„ hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and re. 
« vealed them to babes: even fo, Father, for fo it ſeem- 
ce ed good in thy fight.” And our bleſſed Lord, when 


ce the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to 


« preach the goſpel to the poor.“ And when God 


hath not allotted you good things in this life, let it en. 
courage and excite you to ſeek and hope for happineſ; 
in heaven. And when John ſent his diſciples to him, to 
be certified that Jeſus was indeed the Meſſiah promiſed 3 
of God, Matth. xi. 5. he tells them, among other evi- 


dences that he was indeed the Meſſiah, For, ſays he, 


the poor have the golpel preached unto them.” And 


the apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor, i. 26. fays, © Ye ſee your cal- 


« Jing, brethren, how that not many wiſe, not many} 
M nh. not many noble a after the fleſh are called; but 
| 6 God 9 
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Bleſſed be God, that though the apoſtle hath ſaid, 1 Cor. i. 4 
20. Not many wiſe, rich and noble are called,” yet he hath 


not ſaid, not any, And though our Lord lays, Match. xix. 23. 5 : 
how bardly theſe that are rich ſhall enter into the kingdom, 
yet he hath alſo ſaid, What is impoſſible with men, is poſſible 


« with God.” And we find in ſcripture-record a conſiderable 
number, when put together, of kings and princes, and of the 
rich and noble, who were as eminent in grace, as they were in 


worldly greatneſs ; which is a certain evidence, that to be great | 


and tich in this world, is not inconſiſtent with true piety, and | 
the power of godlineſs : and we never find more eminence, in | 


any ſtation of life, or profeſſion and character among men, than 


ſuch who were truly religious attain'd to; nor more rich and |F- 
powerful kings, nor wiſer ſtateſmen, greater and more valiant | 


generals, captains and ſoldiers, than theſe who were truly re- 
ligious, and feared God. David feared not Goliah, when all 
the army fled from him; but he ſays of God, “ My fleſh trem- 
« bleth for fear of thee,” Pſal. exix. Nor hath there been 


greater traders, more thriving and rich, nor tradeſmen more 


ingenious, rich and thriving, nor men more eminent in any pro- 
feſhon whatever, than ſome of thoſe who have been cxerciſed 
to godlineſs, and lived in a ſtrict adherence to the rules of the 
golpel. True godlineſs is not below the higheſt, nor abore the 
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haſt W © God hath choſen the fooliſh to confound the wife, 
re-. and God hath choſen the weak to confound the 
em- mighty, and baſe, and thoſe that are deſpiſed,” 
hen Zeph. iii. 12, © I will live in the midſt of the afflicted 
m- and poor people, and they ſhall truſt in the name of 


of H the Lord.” And ſee what Hannah ſays, 1 Sam. ii. 8. 
e to g He raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth up 
od WH the beggar from the dunghill, to ſet them among 
en- princes, and to make them inherit the throne of 
nels e glory,” in the world to come. And Mary in her ſong, 
, to Luke i, 48. ſays, He hath regarded the low ſtate of 
iſcd © his handmaid ; he that is mighty hath done to me 
evi» FF preat things: c hath filled the hungry with good 
he, WF things, and the rich he hath ſent empty away.” Our 
ind Lord himſelf was fo poor in this world, that he had 
cal ot where to lay his head, Matth. viii. 20. 
any BY MY brethren, ſecing a low condition in the world r may 
but rather be matter of encouragement for yon to ſeek God, 
0 4 and be the more careful aud diligent about the duties of 
— 8 religion; ſo it ought to be made matter of upſtirring 
r. i. nd excitement, that as you are but poor in this world, 
ath | Pou may be rich in faith, ſo that you may inherit the 


23. Kingdom God hath prepared for them that love him, 
* Vught not the inceſſant labour, toll, care, and vexati- 
5 Ons, 


2 


= © God i is love,” John iv. 3. and hates nothing but ſin, be- 
Lauſe it is directly oppoſite to his nature and eſſential holineſs, | 
od loves all that he created and made, and pronounced all 
good.; but God did not create, nor made he ſin: it did flow 
rom the devil, he gave being to fin ; neither doth God hate 
Any of mankind, as they are his creatures ; it is only the lin 
and enmity to his holy nature that is in them that pe hates; 
vhen that is removed, he can, he will take compiacency in 
hem. To be given up to the power of fin and Satan is the 


hag greateſt puniſhment God inflits in this world; and to be given 
SA p to the power of Satan, and to have the ſinner's corruption 
ore Nad conſcience let looſe upon him, is a great part of the politive 
o. Puniſhment in the world to come. But bl-flcd be God for 
ſed :hrilt, who came to deitroy the works of the devil, and to 
he Inake an end of fin, and to fave the ſinner that is willing to be 


- 


flanctifed and made holy, without which he cannot fee God. 
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to enter into that reſt that remains for the people 0. 


to be inflicted on all the deſpiſers and neglecters 0 


ing for of judgment, and fiery indignation in the worllf 


to deliver them, and lead them to Canaan, ; yet heark| 
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46 
ens, the poverty and hard living you have in this life, 
ſtir you up the more diligently and fervently to labour 


urt 
dut 
iſe 
God ? If care, toil, and vexaticn be ſo grievous to you, ani Hav 
deprives you of the comfort of life, and often makes lif 
a burden to you, and makes you fret and murmur at the 
providence of God, ought not that to excite you to be 
diligent, leſt the troubles you meet with in this wor 
ſhould be but the beginning of ſorrows ? Think naff 
that the miſeries you endure in this life is all the puniſh. 
ment that you ſhall ſuffer for your fins ; 10: I have 
told you, according to ſcripture, that there is far great 


er and more dreadful miſery and eternal puniſhmen 


Chriſt, where they (ball have no reſt day nor night, an 
the ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth for ever and 
ever, Rev. xiv. 11. and where they ſhall be ſo poor, Mn. 
not have 2 drop of water to cool their tormenteWb 
tongue. Beware, then, left your negligence do no Hel 
occaſion you to be far more miſerable in the etern!MFo1 
world than you are in this. Ah! it is moving to thin a 
of ſo many living in ſuch miſery on earth, and have ni 
ground of hope, but the greateſt cauſe for a fearful look ; 
to come! F 

OH! my brethren, working people, be not like tif 
children of Iſrael, who, when Moſes was ſent of Godf 


ened not to him, becauſe of cruel bondage, Exod. vi 
19. the Lord ſuffered the Egyptians to oppreſs them in 
that they might the more gladly accept of deliverance 
Oh that you who are oppreſſed with toil, care, vexations lid 
and afflictions in this world, may be flirred vp to ſecd e 
after and embrace that great ſalvation Chriſt hath wrought] 
for you, and ſay not to Satan and the world as the {cr he 
vant of old, © We love our maſters, and will not leave p 

1110 


« them,” leſt God nail your ear to their door-poſts, { 
as you become their ſervants for ever, Deut. xv. 17. 
whoſe wages is death ſpiritual, temporal, and eternal. 

NY brethren, conſider your low condition, and your": 
being obliged to work daily for your bread, is no un: 
ſurmountable 


. 83 
life ur mountable difficulty nor hindrance from your working 
hour ut your ſalvation-work, and from being truly exer- 


e oiled to godlineſs, and doing the duties of religion, I 
ani{Wave pur you in mind when you may find time, with- 


ut loſs or hindrance to the buſineſs of the world; for 
ou may find time, ſo much as God will graciouſly ac- 
ept of, even when you are reſting your wearied e 
nd you will find the duties of religion, prayer, reading, 
editation, and hearing his word preached, no toil, or 
auſe of wearineſs to the body, but rather refreſhing, 
apporting and comforting under the toils and miſeries 
f "this life, 2 Cor, iv. 17.0 Cnſider, what you endure is 
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reaty 


nen{{Wo greater hardſhip than many thouſands of ſaints now 
rs of heaven had to wreſtle with and endure, and many 
„ and ints till on earth have, it may be ſome of your reli- 


ious neighbours and acquaintance have {till to ſupport 
r, nder, ſome of whom, it may be, work along with you, 
ente hich ſome of you are ſo ignorant and wicked as to 
nofM<lpiſe, and deride them upon that very account, if 
ern;|Mou perceive them going aſide to pray, or ſee them 
thin heading on a religious book, when you yourſelves are 
ve n poliſhly trifling away that time that ought to be precious 
look you that have ſo little. But there is a time coming, 
yorl&ben you ſhall acknowledge their wiſdom, and your 
Pon folly ; pray God that it may be before it be too 


Ant 
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ate: Mal. in. 18. Then (hall ye return, and diſcern. 
Gol between the righteous and the wicked, between him 
(cart that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not.“ 
d. vi AND conſider, work and labour was impoſed on man- 
them Find even in their ſtate of innocence, Gen. ii. 15. and 


ur bleſſed Lord, before he began his public miniſtry, 
Did work for his bread, and thereby ſanctified it to 


rance. 
ation; 


» ſeel ou; wherefore he is called, Mark vi. 3. the carpenter; 
oughiWod his apoſtles were fiſhermen, who had to work for 
\e {cr heir bread. Alſo the apoſtle Paul tells us, that his own 
 lecyeſMWands miniſtered not only to his own neceſſities, but 
ſts, i lſo to the neceſſities of thoſe that were with him, Acts 
v. 1. 34. for he was by trade a tent-: Mere Acts xviii. 3. 
rnal, ind you may ſee, from 2 Cor. xi. 27. what hardſhips he 


| you ndured, what wearineſs and painfu Ineſs,h anger and thirſt, 
10 un. old and nakedneſs ; and they were in ſuch contempr, 
table as 


| Wherefore count it no hardſhip that you are obliged to 


as theirs, and your ſtate in this world bids as fair for 


people are more valuable to, and uſeful in the worli 


vanity, purſuing after the gratification of the luſts off 


ing people? they are to them all but borrowed fea 
thers; if every one take away their own workmanſhip, 


but God, in holy wiſdom, . hath been pleaſed to or- 
der every individual perſon's lot and ſtation in the 
_ world, inclining and fitting ſome for one employ, and 


Wants and neceſſities of mankind are ſo many, that they 


— AM the mare abundant honour.” 


(--49 3 


as to be counted as the off-ſcourings of all things, 


work for your bread, and make it no excuſe for hinder. 
ing you to work out your own ſalvation alſo, Philip, 
11. 12. ſeeing the beſt and moſt uſeful of all ſaints have 
endured as much toil and labour, and have ſuffered az 
great poverty, and been as much deſpiſed and con. 
temned in the world as any of you can be, My 
brethren, do not regard it, though the proud, vain, 
havghty, unthinking part of the world deſpiſe you, a| 
if creatures of an inferior kind, becauſe of your lou 
condition in this world, ſeeing you have immortal ſouls, 
as valuable and capable of eternal bliſs and happineſy 


attaining it as theirs does, whatever more; and perſon; 
are valuable to the world, according as they are uſefulf 
in it, and no more. Surely tradeſmen and working 


than the haughty ones, who ſpend their time idly in 


the fleſh, living in the world as wanton, full-fed beaſts 
living in pleaſures that debaſe the foul, and are unprofite|| 
ble to the world, walking in a vain ſhow. Doth not all 
the high living, accommodations and ornaments of the 
rich, flow from the labours of tradeſmen and work 


they would leave the haughty ones naked and bare: 


ſome for another, but none to be idle; for the 


need every one's mutual help to ſupply one another's 
wants; and theſe in high ſtation ſtand in full as much 
need of thoſe of lower ſtations, as they do of them in 
high ſtation 5 but yet, as the apoſtle ſays, the foot 


cannot ſay, I have no need of the head; nor ought the 


head to deſpiſe the foot, and ſay, I have no need of 
thee; but, as he ſays, 1 Cor. xi. 24. The member 
& that are leaſt honourable, yet on them are beſtowed 
God honours thoſe in 
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low ſtation to be the proviſors and ſupports of a nation 5 
and God will reward every one according to their work» 
if they do their work in obedience to him. What is a 
rich maſter without ſervants and ſuch as work and pro- 
vide for him the neceſſaries and comforts of life, or a 
king without ſubjects, or a general without an army? 
It is to working people that the rich owe all their riches 
it is to his tenants and fervants that the nobleman 
owes all his wealth and high living; they do but 
bewray their weakneſs, vanity and folly, who are puf- 
fed up above their fellow-creatures by their riches, which 
make no eſſential difference, nor add any intrinſic va- 
Jue to them above others in lower ſtations, ſo as they 
ſhould be deſpiſed : death levels and deſtroys all diſtinc- 
tions that are in this world, and none can claim pro- 
perty in it more than another. At the reſurrection, 
none can nor will claim what was once their property; 
if ſo, there would be a hundred to claim every eſtate, 


u having had all equal right : neither will there be any ſu- 


periority of ſtation ; none will riſe again princes, dukes, 
lords, or earls; no more maſters and ſervants, no more 
relations nor connections; each one will ſtand ſingly, 
without connection or dependence one with another; and 
all will be equally rich as to the world, Mark xii. 2 5. And 
you, my brethren, ougat not to envy the rich, and 
thoſe that Tive in bigh-ttation, enjoying all the pleaſures 
this world can afford them, and count them not the 
happy perſons even in this world, much lets theſe that 
bid faireſt to be eternally happy : Dives was clothed in 
purple, and fed ſumptuouſly every day, and you know 
what it ended in, Luke xvi, 23. © In hell he lift up his 
* eyes, being in torment.” And our Lord hath told 
us how hard it is for a rich man to enter into the king- 
dom of God, Matth. xix. 23. there you ſee what a ſnare 
that poor young man's riches was to him, in making 
him to part with Chriſt rather than the world. 

M brethren, our Lord tells us, Luke xii. 15. the 
happineſs of our lives doth not conſiſt in the abundance 
of what we poſſeſs; it is the bleſſing of the Lord that 
makes happy and rich, and adds no ſorrow, Prov. x. 
Az. The happineſs of rational creatures lyes within 
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them; it is only the happineſs of the animal part that 
lyes in the pleaſures of ſenſe ; ſenſual gratifications is 
the happineſs of beaſts, but the heaven-born ſoul aſpires 
after more ſublime things than this world can afford; 
and we are in this world but for a ſhort time, in a ſtate 
of probation and trial, forming and preparing for what 
ſhall be our eternal ſtate; and the apoltle tells us, Gal, 
v. 8, © If we ſow to the fleih, we ſhall reap but cor. 
% ruption, but if we ſow to the ſpirit, we ſhall reap 
life everlaſting.” Wherefore account that ſtate or 
ſtation in this world which expoſes -to fewelt ſnares = 
and temptations, and may be moſt conducive to engage 
and ſtir up to ſeek eternal happineſs, and to promote 
it, count that the beſt, as it ſurely is, Prov. xxx. 8. | 
AND my brethren, the advantages of the rich and great, 

and the happineſs they enjoy, is not fo great (beyond | 
what the middle, and thoſe in lower ſtations of life en- 
joy,) as you may imagine: for by your low and private 
ſtation, you are expoſed to fewer ſnares and temptations My 
than they; and many of them have as much care and 
anxiety to ſupport their ſtation, as you have to ſupport 
your's ; and Eccleſ: ii. 1. When riches increaſe, they Þ 
“ increaſe that eat them; and what good to the owner, 

_ + but the beholding them with his eye?“ And what 
are their multitudes of viſitors and flatterets, their le» 
vee: of attendants and fervants to them, but ordinarily | 
as means uſed by Satan to divert away their time, and 
keep them off from all ſerious thought and reflection 
about a future ftate ? And many of the rich envy your | .: 
quiet and repoſe as much as you do their fulneſs and 
grandeur, and many times have as much. ado to 
maintain their ſtation, as you have your's ; and they 
have many things that croſs and vex them, as well as Þ 
you: and though the food of working people be not | 
ſO dainty, yet they relith their coarſe fare, and it is 
ſweeter to them than the full tables of the rich; Solo- 
mon ſays, Prov. xxvii. 7. The full foul loatheth the 
*« honey-comb, but to the hungry ſowl every bitter thing 
& ſweet :” and, that © the ſleep off the labouring man 
« is ſweet unto him, whether he ext little or much; 
& but the abundance of the rich wit not ſuffer him to 
| ſleep,” 


to divert and drown the fearful forebodings of their own 
conſcience, which they are not able to bear. To ſuch 
I ſhall ſpeak a little, ſeeing there is to be found even a- 
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EN 
ſteep,” Eecl. v. 12. Tradeſmen and working people, 
whey their day's work is over, may enjoy themſelves 


more quietly and innocently than the rich ordinarily 
can do, and have leſs to divert them from the duties of 


religion than they have. 


AGAIN, you have little reaſon to envy the rich, and 
thoſe who live in all fulneſs of the world, if you con- 
fult what is faid concerning them in the word'of God: 
read the xxxvili. Ixxili. and xlix, pſalms, and Job xxi. 


where it is ſaid, They ſpend their days in wealth, — 
they take the timbrel and harp,. and rejoice at the 
| © ſound of the organ,— but fay unto! God, Depart from 


us, for we defire not the knowledge of thy ways '— 
« what is the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve bim ? and 


« what profit if we ſhould pray unto him?“ 

| And there: you ſee alſo the end of their days of vanity 
and folly'; “ Ina moment they go down to the grave,” 
ver. 23. © one dieth in his full ſtrength, being wholly 
„ at eaſe; another dieth in the bitterneſs of his ſoul,” 


ver: 25. « they ſhall ly down alike in the duſt, and the 

„worms ſhall cover them,” Job xx. 11, © His bones 
« are full of the fins of his youth, which ſhall ly down 
“ with him in the: duſt,” Death deſtroys all worldly 
happineſs, and diſtinctions of one above another; then 


all are equally rich as to this world. 


BUT ſome ignorant creatures and ſome profine 


| wretches. deſperately. conclude there is no hope, and 


therefore they careleſly neglect the uſe of means, and 


are rather at pains to ſtifle convictions and ſhun all fe- 
rious thought, and uſe all endeavours to drive away and 
| drown the clamours of their conſcience, by getting into 


company, and by diverſions; frolics and mirth, and all 


mong the middle and lower ſtations. of mankind ſome 
ſuch, as well as among the rich and thoſe in high life. 
Mx brethren, pray conſider, that though your caſe 
is moſt dangerous, yet it is not quite ſo deſperate as you 
may imagine, while you are out of hell, even though 
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you may think it begins to kindle upon you already, 
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and you uſe ſuch means to quench it, which is but pour. 
ing in oyl to quenci the fire, or heaping on wood, 
which, though it may ſmother and keep it. down from | 
| flaming a little while, at length it will make it burn the 


more terribly, and that eternally, when you can find no 
means to quench it. 


MY brethren, I may well ſay concerning your ſtifling a | 


convictions in that manner, and your impriſoning the“ 
light of your conſcience, as it is ſaid concerning Herod, 


Luks iii. 19.“ To all the evils he had done, he added : 
yet this above all, that he ſhut up John in priſon, be-. 


** cauſe he was a- reprover to him :” and ſo many im- 


priſon their light. 


may be, it is but for a ſhort time: the blood of Chriſt 


is ſufficient to cleanſe from all fin, and to pacify the 
conſcience, 1 John. i. 7. that, and that only, can quench : 
You find by all your endeavours to- 
ſtifle it, that it ſtill breaks out again and again, and 
Be convinced that ſuch careleſs ſtupid 


the fire of hell. 


rages the more, 
deſpair is more diſhonourable to God, and provokes 
him more than all your groſſeſt ſins againſt his holy and 
righteous law: John xvi. 9. Our Lord ſays there, he 
will fend the Comforter “ to reprove the world of fin.” 
And what fin? Not of their ſins againſt the law, fo 
much as of ſin © becauſe they believe not on me.” And} 
our Lord ſays, John xv. 22. If I had not came and | 


** ſpoken unto them, they had not had fin ; but now 
Where you may 
ſce that the ſiu of unbe lief and rejecting Chriſt is greater 
io w 


gravated wickedneſſes and fins againſt the law put toge- esel 


© they have no cloke for their fin.” 
and more diſhonouring to God than all your moſt ag- 


tber. And believe it for a certain truth, that all the 
vile and abominable wickedneſs you have been guilty of | 
will not damn you, if you do not add that above all, and 
which is worſe than all, the fin of unbelief, What- 
ever you are, have been, or done againit God's law, if 
you will yet flee to Chriſt, believe on him, truſt. in 
him, receive and reſt on him as he is offered in the go- 
el, and be willing [2 be made clean, you mall — — 
| avec 


Oh that you would be perſuaded to 
jet conſcience have its free courſe, and not ſtop is 
mouth! fear not, however painful and tormenting it“ 
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ſaved; Acts xvi. 31. © Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chrift 


„ and thou ſhalt be ſaved:“ Mark xvi. 16. © but he 
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« that believeth not ſhall be damned.” Adds xvii. 30. 


“The times of ignorance God winked at, but now 
„ commandeth all men every where to believe.” © Tho? 


« your fins be as crimſon and ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
« purged away.” = 
I KNOW that the fin of unbelief is often conſidered 


rather as a weakneſs and inability, than a wickedneſs, 


even among ſome that are not of the worſt, and that a 


natural conſcience will more ſharply reprove for making 
Ja lic, than for the fin of unbelief: wherefore, as our 
Lord tells us in that forecited 16th of John, it is the Spi- 
Irit that muſt convince of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 
unbelief. But, alas! too many reſt on a general faith; 


they think they believe the bible to be the word of God, 


and Chriſt to be the Saviour of ſinners; and ſo truſt 
and reſt ſecure, without ever flying to him from a con- 
viction of their loſt ſtate, and make no perſonal appli- 


cation to him and of him: but ſuch a looſe, general, 


dead faith will avail nothing to ſalvation, Wherefore 


I SHALL yet endeavour to ſet before ſuch carcleſs, 
thoughtleſs ſinners a few more of the many great and 
gracious promiſes made by God to us in his word, for 


their encouragement yet to flee to Chriſt, and bethink 
. themſelves 


God is more diſhonoured and provoked by not believing aud 
truſting to his mercy and grace 1n Chriſt, when he bath given 
you all the evidence and affprance that you can reaſonably re- 


qoire, than by any fins you can poſhbly be guilty of, to allude 


His 


; : to what our Lord ſays, Matth. xxi. 82: though they would not 
reeecive and believe the prophets he 


> ſenty yet it is ſaid, They 
will reverence or believe my Son. Noy when God hath ſent 


his own Son to purchaſe pardon, proclaim and ſecure grace to 


you : if you will not believe him, and receive pardon and grace, 
what more can be done? is it not juſt with God, as it is there 
ſaid, to ſend forth his armies and deſtroy thoſe ſelf-murderers 
who will not have life. It is the great end of God to glorify 


Chriſt, and his grace through him; but when you refuſe to be- 


lieve and receive Chriſt, you do the greateſt diſhonour and in- 
dignity to God that you are capable of, and diſhonour Chriſt 
whom God hath exalted Lord of all, Plal. ul. 9. 
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cluded, as you ſee: thoſe whoſe ſins are as crimſon and 


) 
themſelves while the door of mercy is yet open to then 
Rev. iii. 7. Behoſd I have ſet before you an open 
« door, and no man can ſhut it. He that hath an ear, 
c Jet him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the churches," 
Rev. iii. 20. Behold 1 ſtand at the door and knock . e 
« if any man hear my voice, and open the door, [Þ \nd i 
« will come in and ſup with him, and he with me. I 
Prov. i. 23. Turn you at my reproof; behold 1 wil 
« pour out my Spirit upon you, I will make known m 
„ words to you.” Iſa. i. 18. © Come now, and let u 
c reaſon together, ſaith the Lord; though your ſins be Up 
& as crimſon and ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow} © wil 
„ though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be a , I 
«« wool.” Ifa. Iv. 6. Seek ye the Lord while he maj Z a 
te be found, call on him while he is near; let the wick F put 
& ed forſake his way, and the unrighteous man bi. flo 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and h Ter ſa 

& will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for h ſus 
fe will abundantly pardon: for my thoughts are no, 
% your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, ſail — 
ti the Lord: for as the heavens are high above th Thi 
« earth, ſo are my thoughts and ways above yours.” arelet 

WHAT plainer, what greater aſſurances can you de : 
fire from Jehovah the God of truth, from God wh 
cannot lie nor deceive ? Tit. i. 2. He whoſe infinir] 
perfections are bounded and girt about by his truth, PſalÞ Ig 
89. 8. and Heb. vi. 17. he condeſcends to ſwear by himſelf. i; 
thereby giving immutable aſſurance, and ſure ground fol att 
ſtrong conſolation to all that flee to Chriſt for pardoſ deſper 
and refuge from avenging jultice ; and hath ratified al 
his promiſes, delivering them over to us by way of! : ſwade 
teſtament, ſealed and made irrevocable by the blood not q 
and death of his own Son, the teſtator, Heb, ix. 16. {ven 
SEE what gracious invitations he gives to all finnarÞ themf 
of mankind to come to him for mercy ;z none are ex 


ſcarlet f their atrocious nat d vation heir 
carlet tor theit atroct ure, and great aggravationsÞ Micat 


even theſe are called to come, as ſaid before. See Ilſe. fre 


Jv, © Ho every one that thirſteth, (or deſires to be fi. an 
ved) come ye; and he that hath no money,” OM Ay 
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good qualifications, that ſees nothing in himſelf but ſin 
And unworthinels, yet .* come without money, and 
e make no price, and I will make an everlaſting co- 
FF venant with you, even the ſure mercies of David.“ 
and you ſee what the covenant is, Heb. viii. 12. 
„I will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their 
ſins and iniquities will I remember no more.” And 


u And Ezek. xxxvi. © Then will I ſprinkle clean water 
e upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; a new heart alſo 
vill I give you, and take away the ſtony heart; and 


„Iwill put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to 


[7 put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 
from me.” There you ſee what ſccurity is given you 
Jor ſanctification and perſeverance. John vii. 37. Je- 


+ unto 


1 
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EF will go: if we pine away in our iniquities, how then ſhall 
„ve live ?“ Ezek. xxxvii. It. Our bones are dried, and 
“ our hope is lolt,” They find the prevailing power of (in 
and corruption ſo ſtrong, evil habits fo rooted, that they find 
it is impoſſible for them to overcome them, and ſo think it vain 
| to attempt it; wherefore they endeavour to caſt off fear, and 
IRBdeſperately yield up themſelves to the fulfillment of their luſts, 
whatever be the conſequence. But if ſuch would bat be per- 
ſwaded to ſearch the ſcriptures, they would find their caſe 
Inot quite deſperate, and that there is yet hope concerning 
mem: for all that Chriſt requires of them is, but to yield up 
themſelves to him, and he will work all his work in them, and 
for them. Iſa. xxvi. 12. Work in them both to will and to 
do of his own good pleaſure,” Philip. ii. 13. He will ſubJue 
heir iniquities, which they could not do of themſclves, 

Micah vii. 19. He will heal their backſlidings, and love them 
* freely.” Hoſea xiv. 4. He will put his Spirit within them, 
g and cauſe them to walk in his ſtatutes.“ Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 


oi Aud put his fear in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 


dg, from him for ever.“ Conſider Chriſt is exalted as a pringe 
and Saviour, to give repentance, as well as remiſſion of ſins. 


Jer. xxx. 33. I will write my law in their hearts.“ 


walk in my ſtatutes.” Ezek. xxxvi. 20, © I vill 


ſus ſtood and cried, If any man thirſt, let him come 


E There are alſo ſome carried away with a kind of thoughtleſs, 
eareleſs, ſtupid kind of deſpair, ſaying, as ſome of old, 
Fhere is no hope, we have loved idols, and after them we 


3 
e unto me and drink.” Matth. xi, 28, “ Come unyf 
* me, all ye that labour (under the guilt and power of 

„ ſin) and I will give you reſt to your ſouls ;—for my 

“ yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light.” John vi. 37. U 

« And him that cometh unto me I will in no wiſe ca 

© out.” Fear not to come becauſe you are ſinners, & 

becauſe you are greater ſinners than others; for when? 
fins abound, grace is the more glorified in you by fu. 
perabounding, Rom. v. 20. Hear what God fays, If 


: 


xxvii. 4. © Fury is not in me; let him take hold off 
« my ſtrength, that he may make peace with me, ani 
% he ſhall make peace with me.” And Pſal. ciii. 8 
„The Lord is merciful and gracious, ſlow to anger 
&« and plenteous in mercy, The whole need not th 
« phyfician, but they that are ſick ;” and Chriſt * came 
« not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance, Þ* 


Matth. ix. 12. And you ſee what welcome reception 


12. 
1 
* 


vou will get, in the parable of the returning _ prodiga, FA 
Luke xv. 20. © When he was yet a great way off, hi 
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father ſaw him, and had compaſſion, and ran, and 
fell on his neck, and kiſſed him, &c. Theſe an 
but a very few of the many encouraging promiſes God 
hath given in his word: and hear how he expoſtulataÞ® 
with ſinners, ſaying, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Turn ye 
“ turn ye, why will ye die? as I live, ſaith the Lord 
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4 have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked :” and 
ſays to the obſtinate Jews, And ye will not come un- 
ce to me that ye might have life.“ See how the Sari 
our weeps over them, ſaying, © O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem! 
* thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt then 
* which are ſent unto thee (ſure that is the moſt aggta. 
« vated wickedneſs and guilt) yet, ſays he, how often 
% would I have gathered thy children, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and yeÞ 
would not ?” Luke xiii, 34. My brethren, you mai 
ſee by theſe ſcriptures, that it is neither the great num- 
ber, nor the aggravated nature of your ſins, not 
your long continuing in the practice of them, that can be 
any obſtacle from your finding mercy ; for if you be 
willing to be reconciled to God, he is willing to be re. 
conciled to you, and to pardon all your fins for Chriſt's 
take ; 2 Cor. V. 20, © God is in Chriſt reconciling the 


«c 
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world to himſelf, not imputing their tranſgreſſions; 
„ for he hath made: bim to be fin that knew no fin) 
„ that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
„ him :” and you have the word of reconciliation read 
therefore his word, and hear his goſpel preached, and 
count it a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 


that Chriſt came to ſave the chief of ſinners. 


AND you the poor and the working people, he 


„ nds and calls to you, as it were, when at your work, 


Lake xiv. 21. The maſter of the houſe ſaid to his 


„ (crvants, Go out to the ſtreets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in hither the poor and the maimed, the halt 


15 « and the blind; and go out to the high-ways and 


1 may be filled. 


eng I am ſick and diſeaſed 1 betake myſelf to you; if I were 
Je whole, I would have no need of a phyücian; therefore, as you 
would be found a faithful and skiltal phyſician, I defire and ex- 
m · pect you will cure me. Go, uſe ſuch arguments with Chriſt, and 
ao be will cure and cleanſe you, and will be found faithful to him 
be that appointed him: for he will not caſt out nor reject any that 
be! come to him as a Saviour and Phylician, ſeeking to be delivered 
15 from the power, as much as from the guilt, of fin, Ever look to 


„ bedges, and compel them to come in, that my houſe 
5 You poor labouring perſons, God 
calls you, yea compells you, by his word and providence : 
oO then refuſe not. I have told you, from his word of 
truth, that God ſeems to have ſomething of a peculiar con- 
cern and regard for you of low condition, in that as he 
bath not beſtowed on you the good things of this life, you 


1 299 


may ſeck, and he beſtow ſome better things that he hath 


in reſerve, even durable riches, a crown of righteouſneſs 
which he hath laid up for them that love his appearing, 


A 


| Chriſt is appointed and ſent to us of God in the character of 


Phyſician, Luke iv. 18. and vi, 22. to cure the blind, deaf, 
lame, and dumb, to heal the fick, and clcanſe the lepers; and 


{ ſure he will be faithful ro him that appointed him, Heb. iii. 2. 
What would you ſay, if, when lame, ſick, or diſeaſed, and 
you apply to your phyſician, if he ſhould ſay to you, I will have 
nothing to do with you till yoa be better, then I will come to 


you, or you may come to me ? would you think ſuch an one 


were anſwering the end of his character and profciſion, and 


faithful to his truſt ? Would you not ſay to him, It is becauſe 


him as a complete Saviour, and ſeck a complete ſalvation, 
1 
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2 Tim. iv. 8. Oh then take heed that you do not come 
ſhort through your negligence and unbelief: O be 6 
wiſe, and fet your hearts to ſeek the Lord : if you ſeck , 
him, he will be found of you; but if you neglect or for- 2 
take him, he will caſt you off for ever, 1Chro, xxviti. 9. 
O! what pity is it, that theſe who enjoy fo litile of tha“ 
comforts of this life, ſhould be fo fooliſh, as, by their 


2 
own floth and carelclncls, to loſe eternal life alio, and 
to render themſelves far more miſerable in the eternal“ 
world than they are in this! But, alas, how does Satan 
blind the minds of ftupid, careleſs ſinners! 
YET, my brethren, you who are ſervants, I mult put 


You in wiad, that though you ſtand on an cqual Em 1 4 
with your maſters before God as to what concerns ſpi- BZ 


ritual and eternal things, however high their ſation, or 
whatever be their character, yet {till remember, the ſo- 
vereign Lord of all, as he hath been pleaſed to place 
you bat in a low (tation in this world, you ought wil- 
lingly to ſubmit, and be content with it, eſpecially ſee- 
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ing it is but for a ſhort time: and, from a principle of 
conſcience and obedience to God, you ought to be faith. þ > 
ful and obedient ſervants to your maſters, for God hath 
por miſed to reward ſuch himſelf: hear what the apoſile Þ* 
{ays, Colloſ. iii. 22. Servants, obey in all things your 

** maſters according to the leh, not with eye ſervice, as 
£4 le „re 7 \ f F 0 f. 2 | 9 T 
men-pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of heart, fearing God:“ 


*© and whatſoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 


as knowing ye ſhall receive the reward of the inheri- 
tance, but he that doth wrong ſhall ſuffer for the 
wrong he hath done; and there is no reſpect of per- 
<6. ſons with him.” 1 Pet. ji. 18, * Servants, be lub. 
jekt to your maſters in all things with all fear, not on- 

ly to the good and gentle, but to the froward alſo, Þ 
& for this is thank-worthy.” If a man, from conſcience | 
toward God, © ſiffer wrongfully, and endure grief,” &c. 
And he thcre {ets before you the example of our bleſ- 
{ed Lord, who, when he was reviled, reviled not again, 
but committed his cauſe to him that judgeth righteoul- 
ly : and Paul ſays to Timothy, chap. ii. 9. Exbort 
* ſervants to be obedient in all things to their maſters, 
% and to pleale them weil, not anſwering again, not 
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3 
purloining, but ſhewing all good fidelity, that they 
* may adorn the goſpel in all things.“ And ever re- 
member what our Lord ſavs, Luke xvi. 10, © He that 
« js unfaithful in that which is Jealt, is unfuithſul alſo in 
© much;” and be aſſured, fuch as are untaithtul to man 
cannot be faithful to God, and will not receive that ap- 
probation, © Well done, good and faithful fervant.” 
But if you be faithful in ſerving God and your maſters, 
vou will meet with that gracious acceptance and appro- 
bation, © Weil done, good and faithful fervant; thou 
e haſt been faithful over a few thinos, I will make thee 
« ruler over much; enter thou into the joy of thy 


* 


« Lord,” Matth. xxv. 23. Eph. vi 9. And ye ma- 


ſters, do the ſame things to your ſervants, forbearing 
threatening, knowing that your Maſter alfo is in hea- 
« ven; neither is there reſpect of perſons with him.“ 
Wherefore, 

. I SHALL 


«as 


How much 1s the proſperity of the nation boaited of, on the 
account of the cncreaſe of national wealth and improvements 
in apriculture, encreaſe and improvements in trade and manu - 
factures, encreaſe of knowledge and politeneſs of manners, and 
of gaiety or rather vauity of dreſs, and alſo of the civil liberty 


we enjoy, as if we wanted nothing to conilitate us a free and 


happy people! It muſt be acknowledged theſe things, which 
we indeed in a confiderable meaſure cujoy, are temporal blef- 
ſings good in themſelves, if they were not pervented and abu- 
led: but how evident is it that the far roo eager and keen pur» 
ſuit after theſe things has almoſt quite juſtled out any thought 


or concern about religion with the moſt part? and it is with us, 


as the apoſtle ſays, All mind their own things, but few the 
“ things of Chriſt,” And it is evident that in proportion as 
there has been a zealous and carneſt purſuing after the encreaſe 


of trade and improvements, which for a confiderable number 
of years hare indeed encreaſed, but in much the {ere propore 


tion the life and practice of religion hath dwindicd away among 
all ſtations of men. Not that induſtry and religion cannot ſub- 
ſiſt together; if rightly managed, they may and ought to be 
mutuaily aſſiſtant to each other: but it flows from the corrup- 


tion of men; we find in ſacred hiſtory, chat religion and the 


llcurithing (tate of the Jewiſh nation ordinarily kept equal pace; 
but we now, like Jeſhurun, Deut. xxxii. 15. have waxed 
1 66." £24 
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[ SHALL now addreſs myſelf more particularly to 


ful, how much more ſhall you be, who have got, many 


of you, better education, and have more time and op. | 


portunities for being exerciſed about the duties of reli. 


gion at your command? if the ſervant that had but one 
talent put into his hand was condemned as a wicked and 
ſlothful ſervant, becauſe he did not improve it for bis“ 
maſter ; how much more guilty will thoſe be found, 


e fat and wanton, and kick againſt God, and forget our Rock, 
and fay, (as they) We are lords, and will come no more to Þ 
« thee.” How many now forſake the houſe of God, and at- 


tend plays, and other public diverſions and amuſements inconfi- 
{tent with the life and practice of religion? 
liberty, as if the only thing to be regarded; while, alas! thoſe 


who ought to maintain our religious liberties tamely give them 
up to ſerve themſelves, Mal, ii. 1. and i. 10. which is a cer- 


tain evidence how little religion and the intereſts of Chriſt and 


hedge was taken away, we revel in ſulneſs of bread and out- 


ward proſperity for a while, as if nothing elſe were to be re- 
garded, and but little regard the moſt drcadful of all judg- þ 


ments we ly under, the withdrawment of the Spirit of God and a 
ſpiritval famine, and being given up to a carnal, worldly, ſelſiſh, 


fleſh-pleaſing diſpoſition, and many to profanity, contempt of God 


and religion, to prodigality and vanity, each one walking in a 
vain ſhow, Pſal. xxxix. 6. and to a ſpirit of deiſm. Error, he- 
reſy, and ſectarian ſeparations, 1 ſuppoſe, abound as much now 
as they did in the laſt century, before the Lord brought on this 
church and land that dreadful perſecution. Yet how many are 


there who chaunt to the ſound of the viol, invent inſtruments of 
muſic, and drink wine in bowls, but are not grieved for the af- 
flictions of Joſeph? Amos vi. 5. nor is the reproach of the ſo- 
lemn aſſembly a burden to them, Zeph. iii. 18. God gives us 
defire, but hath ſeat leanneſs to our ſouls, Pſal. 
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7 who 
you who are maſters and miſtreſſes of families: And 
think with yourſelves, if your ſervants, and thoſe who Þ 
have but little time and few opportunities wherein they] 
can be exerciſed about the duties of religion, and, it may Þ 
be, many of them have pot but little inſtruction, thro! Þ 
the negligence or poverty of their parents, if they ſhall Þ 
be found inexcuſable for neglecting the one thing need- 
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his people are regarded by them and us. And how evident are 4 ack. 


the weful effects? Ever ſince our unalienable privilege, and the Þ 
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who have ſome two, ſome five, and ſome ten talents? 
if they be found negleCting that important and one thing 
necefſary, which is the end for which they have received 


them, and abuſing and perverting God's gifts of provi- 


dence, which were given them to improve for his glory, 
their own good, and the good of others? Remember our 

Lord hath ſaid, of whom much is given much will be 
required, Luke xii. 48. You need ſeldom ever want 
time and convenience for ſecret prayer, and reading 
God's word, and attending his ordinances : even ma- 
ſters who are tradeſmen, who are obliged to look after 


their ſervants, and to work themſelves, yet have the or- 


dcring of their own time; and men of buſineſs and huſ- 
bandmen can eaſily order their affairs ſo as they may 


have abundance of time not only to worſhip God in ſæ- 


cret, but alſo for family joint worſhip, at leaſt in the 
evening when their buſineſs and work is over, It is a 
deluſion of Satan, and evidences a mind alienate from 
God, to pretend buſineſs for the neglect of the worſhip 
of God, A prudent tradeſinan will prefer to be done 
firſt what is molt neceſſary, and what he knows not but it 
may firſt be called for, and what he is ſure he will make 
moit gain by, and ſtudy to pleaſe thoſe on whom he hath 
molt dependence, and owes moſt gratitude to. Do then 


act fo towards God and your own ſouls with ſuch care 
and prudence as you do towards the world and things 


concerning this life, and ſerve him firſt and belt whole 


payment or reward is ſureſt and greateſt. 


INDEED, if they can ſay any buſineſs or work is more 


neceſſary or more important, if you dare lay it is of 


more importance to. pleaſe and ferve the world than to 
plealc and ſerve God, and that yu ſhould endeavour 
to be rich while in this world rather than obtain eternal 


riches, glory and happinets in the world to come, and 
2 that it is better to avoid a low condition and poverty 
while in this world, than eternal poverty and miſery; 
if reaſon and conſcience ſay ſo, then you act a prudent 
3 part; if not, may it not be juſtly applicd, Jor xvi 13s 
* As the paruidge ſitteth on eg9s, and hatcheth them 


* not, ſo is he that getteth riches and not by right, and 


he „ ſhall leave them in the midit of his days, ant at his 
« £44 


8 62) 


* end (h Al be a fool? The riches got by robbing cal „ 
of his due, of our time and worſhip, will, as the apo.“ 
ſtle James ſays, chap. v. 3. Your geld and ſilver 5 2 breth 
« cankered, and the ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſs “ fit: 
„ gainſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fire: “ as 
“ ye have heaped treaſure for the laſt days.” But whaPF gion 
treaſure? A ticaſure of guilt on the conſcience, a tre work 
ſure of wrath againſt the day of wrath, Rom. ii. the £ 
not the treaſure our Lord exhorts you to lay up in hen the 
ven, Matth. vi. 20. great 
MY b:cthren, ſuch as are maſters of families have: Caſt, 
orcat charge, however little it be conſidered by many Dan 
vou have not only your own fouls, and your own con: 7 lived 
ver tion, but that of your children and ſervants to loc + chief 
: if you, by neplect of the worihip of God in fe thin! 
rc or in your family, or by your unluitable practice I $ Clu; 
"and converſation, ove them bad example, and fo temp to f 
and betray them” to the ncplctt of religion, pray con Luke 
ſider how far you are guilty and chargeable with their 3 
Gn and neglsct of duty: and if they be eternally ruineif 
by your bad example, what will they ſay to you and df Lend 
you in another world? Oh how many ſervants will plot 
curſe their maſters, and children will curſe their pa. won 
rents, for being ſo careful of their bodies, to the ne Wil 
gicct and prejudice of their fouls, and fo anxious to pros Late 
vide well for them while in this world, but gave then and 
neither inſtruction nor example to N after the ſal ra the) 
tion of their fouls! What a vain thing is it to pretend“ aye 
nivltiplicity, throng, burry and neccfſity of buſineſs a cone 
of work to be done, acting as if you would take God ii ler. 
vour hand, and, as ſome have ſaid, might negle& nothing Juck 
but his wor hip? Why, what makes you ſo hurried? «life 
fo involve yourſelves in the world? even that is you 1 — 
fin and folly. "Our Lord hath warned you, ſayingf 4 0K 
| Luke xxi. 34. Take heed leſt at any time you be over". © 
« charged with the Cares of this life, and that day come. il 
upon yon unawarcs.” And will you live ſo conſiantW tl 


l | „ 2 
ly overcharged? even that is your hn and folly, 2 | * 


ceprives you of the enjoyment of this life, as well a 
tein al life: neither is it the proper means to make rich 
in this world; the apoſtle tells you, 1 Tim, vi. 
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Daniel was chief miniſter of flate to a great king, 


to follow our bleſſel Lord, and to miniſter io 


13 


3 « But they that will be rich fall into temptation, 
and many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, 
„ mam in deſtruction and perdition.“ 
[4 brethren, the apoſtle tells you, “ Godlinels is pro— 
: 4 & fitable to all things, having the promiles of this life, 


which drown 
And, my 


8 well as. the life to come, 1 Tim. iv; 8. Reli- 


Ibion is in itſelf no hindrance to a due cute about our 


worldly buſineſs ; the greatcſt ſaints have been men of 
the greateſt riches and honour i in the world, and men of 
the greateſt buſineſs; Abraham was 11 1 and had a 


great family, Job was one of the greateſt men of the 


Laſt, David was a great king, as were many othcrs, 
and 


lived in a heathen's court, the Athiopian eunuch was a 
chief miniſter of ſtate, yet could find time, and did not 


think it below him, to come up to Jei uſalera to Worſhip; 


Chuza, though a fine lady, did not think it heiow her 
- 
him, 


| jo vill, 3. And Fou 0 ce What Was David's re 


9 „ mornin g, 2 
4 and 


xi er jed; yea, ſeven times a=iay to Pray 
praiſe, ver. 164 and Danicl, though there was a 


i plot laid againſt him for his life, to kcep him from it, 


| eule not neglect his loten times of prayer, W vi. 13 


50 


0 I ſtation, or © greater and more importan icbuſideſs 1 than thoſe? 


ly 


Jand mall any of our trading or working people pretend 
they cannot find time when theſe did? But, as our Lord 


if : ſays, Luke xi. 32. theſe will riſe up in judgment, and 
a condemn all ach as pretend want of time and leiſure to 


F. 
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"i capacity. 
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99 


ſerve and worſhip God, from tlie multiplicity of buſi- 
gucſs. 


BUT 


—— ů —— — 


The . P. ul, tho' a 3 Re wiſe man, ſays, Philip. 


j7 ii. 8.“ Yea, doubtleſs I count all things but Joſs and dung for 
1 the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jelus my Lord, 
. that he might know him, and the power of his reſurreQion, 


and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings ;” and that be might win 


Chriſt, and be found in him. 


"| 


The lady of religion is not be- 
low the wiſeſt and higheſt, nor above the lowelt and meaneſt 
Would thole who ſpend fo much time in ſtudying 
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BUT ſome excuſe themſelves from family-worſhip for £ 


want of gifts. But Iam afraid it is more for want of 


grace; for where-ever God confers grace, he always be. 
ſtows a competent meaſure of pifts: but it is to be fear. 
ed ſuch don't pray as they ovght in ſecret, Can any 
think themſelves fit for heaven that are not fit to pray in 
their own families? it cannot be, | 


AD ſome lay, they are aſhamed to pray before their | + 
ſervants and children. But our Lord hath ſaid, Luke ix, 


26. He that is aſhamed of me and my words, of him 


«& will I be aſhamed, when I come in glory.“ They that! 
are aſhamed to pray tor pardon and mercy to themſelve; {® 
and families, and that before their families, will have!“ 
more cauſe to be aſhamed, when Chiiſt ſays to them, 
« Depart from me, I know you not,” Matth. xxv. 12. 
and are condemned to everlaſting ſhame and contempt 


fur the neglect before the whole world, Danicl xii, 2. 


Mx brethren, tradeſmen and men of buſineſs, ae 
you not afraid, even as concerning your worldly buſi. 
| ns nels, 


A — 5 


philoſopby, and earthly and terreſtrial things, and the arts and 
ſciences, which are in themſclves uſeſul to the world, and might 
be profitable in ſome meaſure to thoſe that enquire into them, 
were they rightly uſed to lead them to the great Creator who! 
Vorks all in all; then they might be ſo far good to them, if 
| moderately uſed : but when theſe ſtudies are only uſed as plex #* 
ſing amuſements and matters of ſpeculation, and to gain eſtcem, 1 
without regard to God, the time taken up that way is loſt, and“ 
but a diverſion from minding the one thing moſt needful to be 
| known. Would they take up but the half of that time and thought 
theſe things colt them, in ſtudying to know God in Chriſt, and! 
the goſpel of his grace, in a ſaving manner, ſo as to obtain hex Þ? 
ven, where krowledge ſhall be made perfect, where they ſhall Þ* 
know theſe things even as they are known, and where they ſhall 
know the myſteries of creation and providence, and have then! 
revealed in their connection and influence, in as great meaſure 2 
as they deſire to know them, and alſo be eternally happy in! 
vieu ing the pet fections of God manifeſled in and by them, and 0 

more eſpecially in beholding the glory of Chriſt and the myſte. 
ries of redeeming love; oh how much more pleaſant and profi- Þ 
table would ſuch a ſtudy be, which leads to ſo much happincſs, 


>» 
2 
* 
o 


and would bring them alſo to the perfect and ſatisfying know 
ledge of thoſe thipgs they now grope in the dark about, 
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2 neſs, leſt God ſay to YOu, as it is, Lev. xxvi. 28. « xf 
ye will walk contrary to me, then I alſo will walk 


« contrary to you, and I, even I will chaſtiſe you.” 
Doth not conſcience tell you ſometimes, when you meet 


Vith ſickneſs or loſſes, croſſes and diſappointments in 


trade, and put you in remembrance of ſin, and neglect 


ok duty? it is very blind and ſtupid if it do not. God 
may juſtly, and can eaſily cauſe your work or buſineſs, 


by ſome unforeſeen accident, get a backſet, that may 
colt you more time than what is neceſſary for ſecret and 
family worſhip : ſee what he ſays, Hoſta v. 12, 1 will 
© be unto Iſrael as a moth, and as rotteneſs which 
© waſtes inſenſibly;“ and Haggai i. G.“ Ye have ſown 


„ much, and bring in little, earn wages and put it into 
« a bag with holes: ye looked for much, but it is come to 
„ little, for I did blow upon it.” But let me ſay to you, 
as the prophet Malachi, chap. iii. 10. © Bring ye all the 
e tithes into the ſtore-houſe, that there may be meat in 
mine houſe; and prove me now herewith, ſaith the 


& Lord, if I will not open the windows of heaven, and 


day that the foundation of the temple was laid, from 
“ this day will I bleſs you.” 1 Chron. xxii. 13. * Then 
et ſhalt thou proſper, if thon take heed to fulfill the 
* ſtatutes and judgments.” But do you not tremble to 
have your families among thoſe, on whom that dread- 
ful imprecation is made, Jer. xix. 25. Pour out thy 
** wrath on them that know thee not, and families that 
* call not on thy name.“ 5 | 

TIF it ſhould be faid, religious perſons do not thrive 
better in the world then their neighbours ; I anſwer, It 
15 not their being religious, but their negligence and 
want of due care in attending to the duties of religion, 
that is the cauſe of it; 2 Chron, xxiv. 20. Why tranſ⸗ 


„ greſs ye the commandment of the Lord, that ye 


cannot proſper,” Religion is the beſt friend to virtue 
and diligence in buſineſs; yea, it is a precept and necel- 


ſary part of religion, 2 Theſſ. iii. 8, 12. © Neither did 


ve eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought 


„ not 
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pour out a bleſſing, and will rebuke the devouter:“ 
and Haggai ii, 18.“ From this day forward, from the 


Vith labour and travel night and day, that we might 
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© buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.“ Prov. 


*« flocks, and look well to thy herds.” Religion and 
virtue agree well together : religion, . by theſe ſcriptures 
you may fee, toaches induſtry, frugality and charity, 


together, and ought never to be ſeparate. Indeed, Satan, 
and the ignorant carnal world, reprefent religion as 


heard any real Chriſtian, that knew by experience the 
pleaſure and profit of religion, fay ſo. Indeed the heartlef 
form is the moſt unpleaſant, unprofitable thing in the 
world ; but religious duties are juſt fuch a burden to a 
| renewed ſoul, as ſcathers are to a bird, which cauſe it to 
i flee, or fine attire and ſilks to a gay lady, which they do 
| not eſteem a burden; nay, it is only the true Chriſtian 
that is capable of real pain, or of rational, ſolid and 
ſubſtantial joy and pleaſure : the joy of the profane and 
carnal is in a thing of novght, and Solomon ſays, Eccl. 
vii. 5. The ſong and laughter of fools is but as the 
| © crackling of thorns under a pot,“ a noiſe and blaze 
| which ends in darknefs and forrow ; Eccl ii. 2. I ſaid 
| © of laughter, It is mad; and of mirth, What doth it ?” 
1 )) Fe oo 


— 


"God made all things for himſelf, to ſerye the purpoſes of his 
| own glory; and we profeſſed Chriſtians are carly devoted to 
| his ſervice : and there are but few ſo hardy, as in words to 
ö declare they have renounced God and their baptiſmal engage - 
| ments, but ſtill continue to own, that God is their Lord and 
Maſter, and that they are bound to obey and ſerve him; and 
all, but ſome of the more brutifhly profane, in ſome fort ac- 
|. knowledge bim as their Benefactor, in their ordinary way of 
asking his bleſſing when about to cat, If then God made us 
for himſelf, holds us in life, and maintains us for his own ſervice, 


— 


— — 


© not be chargeable to any of you, Now them that are 
„ ſuch, we command and exhort by our Lord Jeſus | 
«© Chrift, that with quietneſs they work, and eat their 
% own bread.” And Rom. xii. 11. © Not flothful in 5 


xxvii. 23. © Be thou diligent to know the ſtate of thy F 


which is the beſt means to make men rich and happy 
even in this world : religion and virtue are comely Þ 


interfering and inconſiſtent with attaining or enjoying 
the good things of this world; but ſure they never Þ 
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BEASTS are as capable of the pleaſure of mirth, 
and the gratifications of their bodily ſenſes and apetites 
as men are; theſe carnal pleaſures do but dull and de- 
baſe the heaven-born ſoul, whereas the pleaſure and 
joy that reſults from a ſenſe of reconciliation with God 
through Chriſt, and the enjoying a ſenſe of his love, 
elevates and ſublimates the ſoul far above what the carnal 
mind is capable of underſtanding : it is only the real 
Chriſtian that is capable of reliſhing and enjoying ra- 
tional, ſolid pleaſure and joy, Job xx. 5. The triumph- 
ing of the wicked is but for a moment, and in the midſt 
oe Re es of 


— 
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and hath alſo promiſed a great reward to ſuch as faithfully 
ſerve him, Matth. xxv. 23. and keep his commands, Pſal. xix. 
11. if while we own we are his ſervants, called by his name, we 

prefer our own will to the will and commands of God, and 


—— 


our own carnal pleaſure and worldly intereſt to his ſervice and 


intereſt, how can we expect to be accounted and rewarded as 
faithful ſervants ? If thoſe we maintain as ſervants, and we 
promiſe to pay wages to, ſhould deal ſo with us, neglecting our 

work and buſineſs, and only mind their own profit and pleaſure, 
would we not (ay, ſuch ſervants deſerved to be puniſhed and 


= not rewarded ? or would we be pleaſed, when our ſervants ne- 
glect what we commanded them to be ſure to do firſt, although 


other pieces of ſervice ſhould be jeft not done, if they ſhould ne- 
glect our poſitive command, and ſay, I like other work better? Will 


it cxcuſe, or dare any ſay to Ged, I love the buſineſs of the world, 
and take more pleaſure in it, than in the worſhip of God; (like 
Ephraim, Hoſea x. 11. who loved to tread out the corn); and 
ſay, if 1 have ary time to ſpare, I ſhall mind the worſhip of 
2 God; if not, J muſt be excuſed, for the buſineſs of the world 
is duty alſo? Many appear to be glad to have any excuſe or 
; pretence to keep them from the worſhip of God in their family, 


any pretence of worldly buſineſs will eaſily keep from private or | 


public worſhip, whoſe hearts are ſet on the world; but they deceive 
| themſelves, for we find all excuſes from the neceſſity and 


multiplicity of worldly buſineſs refuſed, Luke xiv. 24. the things 
there mentioned were warrantable in their proper time; but it is 


ſiaful to prefer minding the buſineſs of the world, ſo as to neglect 


the more important duties of religion, or to the prejudice of our 
eternal intereſt, So 
| 12 


( 6 ) 


80 their laughter the heart is ſorrowful, Prov. xiv. 1 5 

I CANNOT but think, thatitis more to get eaſe from 
the pain of, and to grown, a biting clamorous conſcience, 
that many perſons, come to years, are fo fond and mad on 
unprofitable and ſinful diverſions, which yet only proves 
but as oyl to the (ire. Oh! that ſuch perſons would in time 
hear what the Spirit of God by Solomon ſays, Prov. 
ix. 5. © Come eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
„ which I have mingled ; forlake the fooliſh, and live, 
« andgo inthe way of underſtanding.” The pleaſure any 
man can take in theſe things, is not rational and manly, 
nor can poſſibly ſerve to any good purpoſe, but merely 
to gratify the carnal mind, and the folly that is bound 
vp in the heart of mankind ſince they fell away from 
God ; but in the fulneſs of their ſufficiency they are in 
want Job xx. 22. and it is but a forced pleaſure. 

IT is blaſphemous to think, a good and gracious 
God ſhou!ld envy the happineſs of his creatures, 
or forbid them any thing he knows to tend to their 
happineſs, or require any thing of them, but what he 
knows leads to it, he who knows our frame allows the 
moderate uſe; and, if theſe carnal pleaſures had tended 
to the real happineſs of mankind, he would not have 
. tfraitly forbidden the immoderate uſe of them, 
which is both ſinful and hurtful, for“ God is love, 
John iv. 8. The apoſile James hath warned us, chap. 
iv. 4. © The friendſhip of this world is enmity with 
8 God » Oh how lamentable is it, to ſee many, that 
pretend they have no time to mind religion, ſpending 
to much time and money about vain and finful 
amulcments, which alienate the mind from God. | 


— 


1 


Surely many of the light, yain and profane, ſpend much more 
time, and are at far more pains about adorning and pampering 
their bodies, and ficſh-pleafing vanities, and mapy in workiog 
out their own damnation, treaſuriog up wrath againſt the day 
of wrath, Rom. ii. 8, and ſpend much more time and money 
about their ſinful diverſions and vain amuſments, than what the 
molt devout and fincere Chriſtians ſpend concerning the duties 
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and exciciſes of religion, and the ſalvation of theit fouls, Oh that Þ 


iuch thoughtleſs ones did ko the value of time, before time 


and opportunity be over and gone! ! And — many of the 10 
ale 


( 69 ) 

MY brethren, as I have endeavoured to ſpeak to ſome 
of the excuſes whereby ignorant, inconſiderate perſons 
deceive themſelves, and divert their minds from ſeriouſly 
laying to heart their eternal concerments ; I ſhall yet 
” ſpeak a little to one thing with which careleſs perſons 7 
enxcuſe themſelves ; they ſay, they have no grace, and |} 
can do nothing, and therefore they muſt wait till God 
be pleaſed to give them grace, and, in the mean time, 
they wait and hope in his mercy. Bur, my brethren, I 
have told you before, from the word of God, that it is 
only in the way of duty, in the diligent uſe of the 
means of God's appointment, that you have any ground 


from 
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A cane pray much oftener for curſe ing and damnation on themſclyes 
x: and others, than molt ſaints pray for ſalvation : ſurely, ſuch as 
pray for damnation to themſelves and to their fellow creatures, 
for every ſuppoſed or real injury and offence done againſt them 
yea ſometimes in ſport, can never murmur againſt God, if | 
ede anſwers their prayers, and damns them for ten thouſand 5 
e | injuries and offences done againſt him, Let them hear 1 
d what the Spirit of God ſays, Pſal. cix. 17. © As he loved 
e 1 curſing, ſo let it come unto him; as he delighted not in 
et bleſſing, ſo let it be far from him; as he clothed himſelf 
« with curſing like as a garment, ſo let it come into his bowels 
& like water, and like oyl into his bones.” 

Ob, how ſubtil, deceitful and oruel is the devil, tha to blind- 
fold and deceive poor creatures, driving them on to gather 
and heap up feuel for their everlaſting burniogs, and yet to IC» 
8Þ: preſent the practice of religion as a melancholy, hard and unpro- 
ul, fitable thing, while wiſdom's ways are all pleaſantneſs, and her 
| Paths peace! Prov. iii. 17. and a great reward is provided for alt 


- © them that walk in them, Pſal. xix. 11, Chriſt's yoke is eaſy and 

re : his burden light, Matth. xi. 30. and he graciouſly accepts of a ; 
ng 4 willing mind, if his children cannot get done lo much as they | 
ng | would. But ſee the cruelty of Satan! while God only required 
ay N to ſacrifice beaſts, the devil required and cauſed them to ſacrifice — 
ey {heir own children in the molt barbarous manner: and we ſee Fi 


be] What a cruel burden of ceremonies and ſeveritigs he impoſes on 

Pagpiſts. Oc. Oh, what a maſter do the wicked ſerve, whoſe work 
at is drudgery, and wages death, and he leading them blindfold to 
ne the pit of deſtruction, as an ox to the laughter ang a tool to 7 
0-f tle correction of the ſtocks ! 4 
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from his word to hope for grace and mercy : our Lord 
hath ſaid, © Seek, and ye ſhall find, knock, and it ſhall be 
& opened to you,” Luke xiv. 24. © Strive to enter in at the 
« ſtrait gate; for many ſhall ſeek (and hope) to enter in, 
& and ſhall not be able :” the kingdom of heaven mult 
be taken by violence. Now then conſider, that as you 
are rational creatures, and have free-will, and power over 
your bodies, if you will you may read, pray and attend 
on theordinances of God's appointment, and you 
are capable of moral lincerity, diligence and fervency 
of ſpirit in theſe things; do what you can that way, and 
then you have ground, from his word, to hope that God 
will do for you what you cannot do of yourſelves, 
Acts ii. 21. And it ſhall come to paſs, whoſoever 
& ſhall call on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved.“ 
Iſalah Ixi. 17. When the poor and needy ſeek water, 
% and there is none, I the Lord will hear them, I the 
„God of Jacob will not forſake them,” Iſaiah xl. 


% and 29. He giveth power to the faint, and to them 


„that have mo might he increaſeth ſtrength,” 


„% Wark out therefore your own ſalvation, for it is 


“ God that worketh in you both to will and do of 
„his good pleaſure,” Philip, ii. 12, 13. You are by 
nature no worſe than others, and have juſt as much 
grace as Abraham, Paul or David had, before God 
freely gave it to them : they were by nature no better 
than you, and you have juſt as good a claim and war- 
rant to ſeek free grace as they had; for God is no 
reſpecter of perſons. See what the apoſtle Paul ſays to 


the ſaints at Ephefus, chap. ti. 4. they were children 


of wrath even as others; children of difabedience, fulfil-⸗ 


ling the deſires of the fleſh ; © But God who is rich 
„ in mercy, even when we were dead in fins, hath 


„ quickened us: by grace ye ate ſaved, through faith, 


and that is not of yourſelves, it is the gift of God; 
% not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt.” But if 


you careteſly neglect the means of God's appointment, 


when he hath told you, Iſaiah xly 19. © I faid not to 
„the houſe of Jacob, ſeek ye me in vain ; and that 


* your labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord;” your 
own conſcience and your Judge will juſtly condemn 


you, 
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Y you, 28 wicked and flothful ſervants, for not impro- 
ving but that one talent of reaſon you have, as God 
requires of you, in the diligent uſe of the means of 
1 gr ace, Matth. XXV.' 20. 


BUT, my brethren, it is not only diligence in the uſe 


5 of the means of grace for a time, but it muſt be a fervent, 


conſtant perſeverance, with importunity. See what our 


widow, how we muſt pray, and not faint ; and ſays, 
If the unjuſt judge will hear becauſe of importunity, 
how much more will God hear the prayers of them 
that cry to him for mercy day and night? Know that 
you are in a ſtate of condemnation, that the ſentence is 
already paſt, the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die,” Ezek. 


bis Xxxlil. 9, 11. and you are priſoners in the hands of 


* and your own corrupt affections, and under 
tde arreſt of death, and are every moment in danger 
to be carried to the infernal priſon, from whence there 


| prifoners of hope, and not only a reprieve, but a par- 
don may be obtained, if you ſeek it, humbly acknow- 
5 ledging the juſtice of God in your condemnation, 
and fly to his pardoning mercy in Chriſt, truſt and 
reſt on it alone, John iii. 35. He that betleveiti on 


" but the wrath of God abideth on him.” You ſee 
all are by nature children of wrath, Eph. ii. 3. till 
bey be delivered by faith in Chriſt, who ſubſtituted 
bimſelf in our law- room, and took upon himſelf the 
© folfillment of 1 ir, and the curſe and condemnation of 
the law, Gal, iii. 13. and, as a ſecond foederal head, 
to fulfilled the condition of the covenant, and freely 


ers pardon and exemption from the curſe and condem- 


nation of the law, and the reward due to obedience, to 
all that will humbly ask and accept of it, and truſt to 
Wim alone for ſalvation, Pray what would you ſay of 
Za condemned criminal, who would neither ask nor 
accept of a pardon on the eaſieſt and beſt terms, and 
dt an Iſraelite that refuſed no look to the brazen ſer- 
dent When _ 3 the ww a Would you 
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Lord hath taught, Luke xviit. 1. by the importunate 


is no redemption ; yet, while in this world, you are 


the Son of God hath everlaſting life, but he that 
a believeth not on the Son of God ſhall not ſee life, 


i a. — 


. 


4.963 


not ay he rightly deſerved to die for his pride and 
 obftinacy ? Apply it to yourſelves. But oh, my 
brethren ! it is not only natural death that you are 
bound over to, which is but a ſmall matter, but it 
is eternal death, a death far worſe than annihila- 
tion ; if you die out of Chriſt, you would count an. 
: nihilation a great privilege : it is ſpiritual death, to 
be for ever cut off from the favour of God, and e. 
ternally lying under the effects of his dreadful wrath 
and vengeance ; it is to be eternally under the horrible 
pangs of death, yet never dead, Rev. ix. 6. They 
& ſhall ſeek death, but ſhall not find it.” Satan ſaid 
true, Job ii. 4. © All that a man hath will he give for 
1 his life,” or to ſave him from natural death; and 
will you give nothing, no, not part with your ſinful 
luſts, which are as vipers in your boſom, to ſave you 
from eternal death? © Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens I be 
% ye horribly afraid,” Jer. ii. 12. at the wickedneſs 
and madneſs of obſtinate ſinners. 

BUT, my brethren, it is not a ſimple ates. and 
only deliverance from that dreadful eternal death, but 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for you the kingdom of heaven, 
and as great happineſs there as your natur es are capable of 


enjoying. and freely offers to rene and reſtore your na- 
ture to its primitive purity, and to make you capable 
of enjoying that happineſs: : but if you neglect, or re- 


fuſe to accept his offer, it is impoſſible you can be hap- 


Py againſt your will ; God cannot make you happ) 0 


while you are alienate from him. 


BUT, my brethren, when I would exhort and encourage 7 
| you to your duty by ſincere, diligent, and conſtant , 
Perſeverance in what God requires you to be exerciſed ÞÞ 
about, I do not mean nor ſay, that, for your ſo doing, 
vou ſhall certainly obtain ſalvation z no, by no means; a 
but only in the ſincere and diligent uſe of the mean; 
God hath appointed, you are in a more pleaſing and 
promiſing way, than when you negle& the means of 
_ God's appointment. Salvation is wholly of free grace, 
for the ſake of what Chriſt hath done, and neither 


more nor leſs for the ſake of any thing you can do: 
dut you have fill abundant encouragement to Auen 
an 
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and to pope, ſceing God ſays to vod, Pfal. xxvil. 8. 


« Seek ve my face;“ and Iſa. xlv. 9. I ſaid not to 
« the ſeed of Jacob, Seck ye my fice in vain ;” and 
If. Ixiv 5. Thou mceteſt him that worketh righ teouſ- 


« neſs, and remembereth thy ways.” The apoſtle indeed 
tells ns, Rom. ix. 16 * That it is not of him that 
„ willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 


« ſheweth mercy ; and that he bath mercy on whom. 
«© he will have mercy, and whom he will he hard- 


& neth:” but that need be no diſcouragement to you; 
for if you ſeek mercy and ſalvation is the way God 
hath af pointed it, and requires you to do, God is 
bound by his truth and faithfulneſs that you ſhall ob- 
tain it: for Chriſt huth ſaid, © Him that cometh to me 


„ will in no wiſe caſt our,” John vi. 37. And the 


apoſtle ſays, Heb. vi. 17, 18. © Wherein God, willing 
* more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of promile, 


& confirmed it by an cath; that by two immutable 
„things, in which it is impoſlible for Ged to lie, we 
might have ſlrong conſolation, who have fled for 
3 60 refuge to lay bold on the 0 ſer before us.” Where 
1 you 
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Mankind; ſince "they-fell from God. ode, ſelf 1 and 
fell. conceit prevails, and is now interwoven in our nature; 
notwithſtanding all the cauſes of humili tion we daily have. 


But it appears to be the great deſign of God to manifeſt his 
ſovereignty and” abſolute dominion over his creatures, and to 
humble their pride, ſelf-conceit and ſelf-ſceking, that God alone 


may be exalted, ſe ing in him we live, move, and have a be- 
ing, and have no exiltence but in and of God, Acts xvi. 28, 


and to convince them that their happincfs Iycs in, and de- 
pends wholly upon the communications ot his free love and favour, 
and that they can never be happy while having ſelf love and 


ſelf intereſt ſeperate from his love, inte reſt and glory. God, in 


holy ſovercignty and infinite wiſdom, permitted both angels and | 
men to be humbled, by ſuffering them to fall into fin, to give 
them an experimental knowledge of his fovercignty, 3 theit 
dependence on him; and, in the method of ſalvation, through 
the obedience and ſatisfaclion of his own Son Chriſt Jeſus, he 


effectually hides pride from man, that no fleſh may glory in bis 
ae 1 Cor. 1 i. 29, Yet man, notwikſtandipg, 9 
W in; 


He 
you ſee the moſt abſolute, immutable ſecurity is given 
for the ſalvation of al: that betake themſelves to Chriſt 
for ſalvation, Iſa, xIv. 22. Look unto me, all ye ends 
„ of the earth, and be ſaved; for I am God, and 
«© none elſe :” and verſe 21. © ajuſt God and a Savi- 
% our.” And the apoſtle tells us how the juſtice. and 
righteouſneſs of God is manifeſt in pardoning fin, and 
accepting of them that have no righteouſneſs of their 
own, as righteous in his ſight, by the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt imputed to them, 2 Cor. v. 21. For he 
„ hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin, 
«© that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
“ him,“ Acts xiii. 39 Chriſt Jeſus, at the appointment of 
God, ſubſtituted himſelf in the law. room of gujlty, loſt 
ſinners, and perfectly obeyed and fulfilled the law, as 
their foederal head and repreſentative, did all for 
them that God required of them, Rom. iv. 25. and 
ſuffered for their ſins the curſe and penalty of the 
law, which they were liable to; and all in their name, 
room, and ſtead, and for their behoof: and God de- 
clared he was fully ſatisfied, and Chriſt, and ſinners 
through him, to be abſolved from all that his law re- 
quired, by the reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead. 
WHAT an encouragement is it to believe and truſt 
in the ſalvation Chriſt hath wrought for us at the ap- 
pointment of God, Iſa. xlii, 6. when we ſee, by his 
„ word, 


2 
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fin, he hath loſt all wiſdom and power to help or extricate himſelf 
out of that miſery he is involved in, yet (fill retains pride, and 
Helf-conceit, and ſelf-ſeeking prevails, without regard to the glory 
of God. But what God requires of us now, in our fallen and loſt 
tate, is to acknowledge his ſovercignty and righteouſneſs in per- 


mitting us to fall, and that we are juſtly brought intothis ſtate of 


_ condemnation by our own fin and folly, as it was of ourſelves, and 
not of him; and that we take with the juſt puniſhment of our 
iniquity, Lev. xxvi. 41. and humbly ſeek pardon and mercy for 
Chriſt's ſake : but this is quite croſs to that natural pride and 
 ſelf-conceit that is in man: for though we know we are ſinners, 
and ly under the diſpleaſure of God, yet till we think to paciſy 
him, and ſcek to recover ourſelves by our own ſtrength, and 
refuſe to ſubmit and accept of ſalvation in the way he offers it. 
— Some 
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word, that the law of God is more magnified and ho- 


noured by the obedience of Chriſt, the beloved Son of 


God, as our foederal head and repreſentative, than 
it could have been by the molt perfect obedience of Adam 
and all his poſterity ; Ila. xlii. 21. and the holineſs, juſtice, 
and hatred of God at fin, is more manifeſted by the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, than by the ſufferings of the damn- 
ed in hell! Iſa. liji. 10. and the juſtice of God is fully 
ſatisfied, and a way opened up by Chriſt, for the abun- 
dant mercy of God to be beſtowed on ungodly, ſelf- 
condemned ſinners, in a perfect conſiſtency with all the 
perfections of God, Pſal. Ixxxv. 10. And, till a guilty, 
ſelſ- condemned finner ſees ſomething of this, how that 
his ſalvation is conſiſtent with the glory of God, he can 

% DT | never 


A — 


Some God permits to ſtrive and work a great deal, and a 
great while that way: they pray frequently and fervently with 
moral ſincerity, and diligently attend on the duties and ordi- 
nances of religion, ſtrive to montify and ſubdue fin ; but (till 


ͤ»„ũ„ 


they find it will not do; yea, they may look to Chriſt for help, 
but he regards them not: then they faint and are diſcouraged, 


till conſcience, and the fear of hell, ſtir up to new vigorous en- 
deavours ; they then turn more cold and remiſs; again they are 
awakened, and fall to ſtriving again, but find it will not do; 


they complain of the doctrine of election, as ſtanding in the 
way ; their heart riſes againſt it; they murmur againſt God, 


that they ſhould be in ſuch a ſtate as not to be able to help 


themſelves, and that he ſhould ſcem to refuſe to help them, 


and ſeem not to pity them ; for no perſon in their natural ſtate 


can ſubmit to and digeſt what the apollle ſays, Rom. xi. It 


« js not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 


*© God who ſheweth mercy.” Perſons in ſuch a way are in a 


critical condition, yet ſome ſtrive and work long in it; but if 


God have no deſign of ſpecial mercy at lait, they fall away, 
ſo as to give up with religion, or turn to ſome erroneous way, 


ſeeking to find peace and eaſe, But the cauſe when ſecking and 
not finding, is their ſeeking and ſtriving to find a righteouſneſs in 


themſelves, and tor prepare themſelves before they will ven- 
ture to believe and truſt in Chriſt. But ſuch a way God will 
not countenance ; yet God ſuffers ſome of his ele& ſo to do 


alſo, to humble them, and make them know their ſalvation is 


of free grace, and not of their own rightcouſnels and ſtrength 
to do ſo. | | 
K 2 
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3 
never have ſolid peace. But ſo it is, that God is more 
gl rified in our ſalvation than in our condemnation, 
John xvii. 4. 2 Theſſ. i. 16. more glorified in heaven 
than in hell, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. yea, God is more 
glorified in a guilty, polluted, ſelf condemaed ſinner, 
Who ſees neither righteouſneſs nor ſtrenpth in himſelf, 
in his believing, truſting, and reſting on the imputed 
riphteouineſs of Chriſt, as revealed and offered in the 
ſcriptures, than he would have been by his moſt perfect 
and perpetual obedience : wherefore let guilty, ſelf-con- 
demned ſinners endeavour to believe, that the injury 
to God's law, and the diſhonour done to God, is fully 
repaired and reſtored by what Jeſaz Chriſt, at the 
appointment of God, hath done in their name, and 
for their behalf; aud that when, in obedience to the 
command of God, they truſt to, and reſt on Chriſt 
alone for their ſalvation, God is more glorified tha he 
could have been by their own perſona} obedience. In 
thcſe things there is no jarring inconſiſtence, but what a 


gracious ſoul, taught of God, can eafily reconcile, how. 


ever it be like a parabie in the mouth of fools. to the 
_ carnal mind, who will not believe God, nor truſt to the 
ſatisfaction, obedience and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, while 
they ſee no righteouſneſs in themſelves to truſt to: 
and, indeed, this is the myſtery of faith, wrought by 
the power of God in tive believers, who trult and 

hope for pardon and ſalvation, wholly, entirely, and 
alone for the ſake of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, his 
active and paſſive obedience offered to them in the go· 
ſpel, all which they plead before God for juſtification and 
acceptance, on the foundation of his own word, Pſal, 
cxix. 49 Rom. iii. 25, and 26. 4 John iv. 14. and luch 
_ pleading by faith, it is impoſſible that it can be rejected 
y God, Rom. iv. 16. Pſa]. cxix. 49. 

BUT, my brethien, if you ſeek to eſt blim your own 
righteouſhels, expecting to be laved becauſe of your 
diligence, and being punctual in all the external parts 
of religion, in prayer, reading, hearing, partaking of 
the Lord's ſupper, in works of charity and mercy, your 
honeſt, circumſpect, ſober and decent behaviour before 


the world, let you be as — diligent, and run as 


faſt 
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| fall as you can, you will neverattain ſalvation that way 


yea, you are rather running out of God's way, and 
while your hope of falvation ariſes from theſe N 
you deceive yourſelves; and our Lord ſays, Pabli- 
« cans and harlots ſhall enter into the kingdom of hea- 
& yen before you ;” Rom. ix. 3. But liracl, which 
4 followed after the law of righteouſncſs, hath not at- 
&« tained to the law of righteouſneſs. Wheretore ? Be- 
« cauſe they ſought it not by faith, but, as it were, by 
« the works of the law.” Such morality, and ſober 
regular behaviour and converſation, and attenda ce on 
the duties and ordinances of religious worikip, are 
good, neceſſary, and commendable in their own place, 
for there can be no real religion without theſe things; 
but yet theſe are things quite diltin&t from goſpel-holi- 
neſs, which lyes in the obedience of faith, love to God in 
Chriſt, and puricy of heart, which will produce cleanneſs 
of hands as the native conſequence, 1 John v. 3, but all 
the other may be only from a principle of self. love, and 
fear of hell, without any fincere love to God and ho- 
lineſs, Matth. xix. 20, © The young man ſaid unto 
* him, All theſe things have I kept from my youth 
& what lack I yet ? (whilit he wanted the main thing) 
«© wherefore he went away ſortowful.“ Philip. iii. 
ſee what Paul ſays, © Yea, doubtleſs, I count all things but 
& Joſs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, 
« and do count all but dung, that 1 may win Chriſt,” 
Though it may be preſumed he did more for Chriſt, 
and attained more legal righteouſneſs and goſpel-ho- 
lineſs, than ever any mere man beſides ; yet he rejects 
all as being means or having any hand in his juſtifi- 
cation before God. We mult come to God in Chriſt, 
only as guilty, ſelf- condemned ſinners, who, for Chriſt's 
ſake, juſtifies the ungodly that flee to him and believe 
on him, Rom. iv. 5. We are juſtified freely by his 
** grace, through the redemption of Chrill Jeſus,” 

„ „ ABOVE 


—— * 


When 1 endeavour to recommend, ſtir up, and encourage to 
ſincerity, fervency, and diligence in the duties and practice of 
religion, I never mean nor ſay, that a pei ſon may reſt on theſe 

eee en beer ee ee | | things 
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ABOVE all things, we ought to be afraid of reſtino 
on our legal righteouſneſs, and only truſting in Chriſt 
that his merit will render our imperfect obedience ac. 
ceptable to God, and ſo to make up our ſhort-comings 
by his perfect obedience ; this is dangerous, yea, a dam. 
ning deluſion, The apoſtle fays, Eph. ii. 5. “ By grace 
* ye aic ſaved ;” and Rom. xvi. 6. & And if by grace, 
& it is no more of works, otherwiſe grace is no more 
e grace; but if it be of works, it is no more grace, 
« otherwiſe work is no more work,” Where, you ſee, 
there can be admitted no mixing your polluted, im. 
perfect obedience with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; 
you muſt totally and finally quit the old covenant cf 
works, before you can be admitted into the covenant 
of grace. There can be no greater indignity done to 
the holineſs and juſtice of God, than to preſume to 
offer any part of your unclean, imperfe& obedience to 


go in with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as any part of 


your juſtifying righteouſneſs, or even to hope to re. 
8 | | com- 


* 5 — 
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things as the all of religion; no, nor to think that by ſo doing 
they recommend themſelves to God's mercy, or that they ſhall 
| ſurely find mercy becauſe of their diligence in them: but I ſay, 
that though there is no certain connection between moral ſin. 
cerity and faving grace, (for I believe many are morally ſia- 
cere in their ſeeking to eſcape mifery and obtain happineſs, 
| who do not ſeek it in the way God hath eſtabliſhed it, in and 
by Chriſt, and ſo come ſhort of it,) but this I ſay, God (till 
deals with mankind as rational creatures, ſetting good and evil, 
bleſſing and curſing before them, and ſtill requires us to ex: 
erciſe the rational powers that remain, which may carry us to 
the ſincere and diligent practice of the external part of religion, 
Luke xii, 57. and it is agreeable to ſcripture and reaſon to 
judge, that ſuch who, in obedience to God, hoping in his 
mercy, ſet themſelves in the way of duty, and not truſting to 
their own righteouſneſs and ſtrength, but look to God, and ery for 
a day of power, and that he may do for them, what they find they 
cannot do for themſelves; I ſay, ſach ſtand in a more accep- 
table and likely way of obtaining mercy, than carcleſs, negligent 
ſinners, Iſa lv. 6, and 7. Joſhua itt, 10. Iſa. i. 16, 17, 18. 
where fore I ſay, diligence and moral fincerity is required as out 
duty, and their condemnation will be greater who are not. 


8 5 
commend yourſelves to mercy by it, Jer. xxiii. 6. You 
| be juſtified freely by his grace, through faith, in your 
{ perſons, Acts viii. 20. that before you can do a good work, 
or that any goodwork done by you can be accepted of God, 
Heb. xi. 6. Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.“ 
It was by faith that Abel offered a more acceptable ſa- 
ciifice than Cain, Heb. xi. 4. the material difference 
did not ly in what they offered, but in their faith : look 
up unto Jeſus, and know that you are not juſtified for 
„pour faith as a good work; faith is no more but the in- 
{trument, and hath no merit in it, but by faith's believing 
and truſting to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt without you, 
fand to nothing wrovght in you, or done by you, No 
| perſon ever was, nor never will be juſtified nor admitted 
to heaven any other way, nor on any other terms than 
the thief on the croſs was, who had no righfeouſneſs 
of his own to plead or recommend him to mercy : and 
+ the apoſtle Paul, notwithſtanding his uſefulneſs and 
© diligence, neither ſought nor expected heaven any o- 
ther way, but in the way of ſovereign free grace, 
| Philip. iii. 9. How much leſs may any now do it? 
* OH beware of theſe things, you that have your 
eyes, as it were, but half opened, and have not as yet 
got a ſufficient diſcovery of the pollution of your 
hearts and religious ſervices, and the alienation and enmi- 
ty to God that is in your hearts; you muſt ſee that to be 
worſe than all your actual tranſgreſſions, Matth. xv. 19. 
it not only adds, but aggravates all guilt, and renders you 
uncapable of heaven, Oh cry mightily and fervently, 
that what you ſee not, God would teach you, and 
grant you that ſpirit of conviction he hath promiſed, 
John xvi. 7, Be not afraid of convictions; without 
| conviction it is impoſſible there can be converſion :; en- 
I tertain convictions, and beware of ſtifling them, leſt 
God fay, © My Spirit ſhall no longer ſtrive with you,” 
Gen. vi. 3. and God ſay to you, © Becauſe I would 
have purged you, and ye would not be purged, there- 
fore ye ſhall not be purged,” but give you up to 
our own heart's luſts, Rev. xxii. 11, pronouncing that 


Fray ſentence, © He that is filthy, let him be filthy 
| | 0 | | s | | 
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AND oh. beware of reſting in convictions, confeſ. 
ſions, legal repentance, and reſolutions. There is ſome 
who live manv years in ſuch a way, confeſling, re. 


: penting, reſolving ag inſt particular fins that pall their 


conſcience : yet, as they reſolve in their own ſtrength, 
and fortitude, they are again eaſily enſnared; yea, they 
will often find a ſtronger propenſity to theſe very thing 
they reſolved againſt, than other fins ; and ſo they are 


overcome, and yet reſolve again, and are overcome 
again; and fo they go on. If God hath not a ſpecial 
deſign of love, ſuch are in danger of apoſtacy, and fil: Þ 
ling away altogether, Heb. vi. 8. as we ſee many do a 
this day, ſome to profanity, and ſome into a religion! 


conſiſting in forms and external obſervances, having 


the form of godlineſs, but denying the power of it 5 


becauſe they never attained to it, as it would appear; 


and what they had appears to be taken away from! 

them, Matth. xxv. 29. by God deſcrting them in the way Þþ 
they are in: this cauſes them deny Chriſtian exerciſes, Þ 
bur if you be upright, inſtead of bread, God will not give 
you a ſtone, and inſtead of a fiſh give you a ſerpent, Mat, 
vii. 9. God is pure to the pure, and upright to the up 
right, and only deals frowardly wich them who deal de. 
ceitfully and frowardly with him, Pſal. xviii. 25, Ne 
glect not what God requires: if Naaman had not, a 
he was commanded, gone and waſhed in Jordan, and 
the blind man gone and waſhed in the pool of Siloan, 
John vii. none of them had been healed. I you d 
* ſincerely obey God in what he requires you to do, you 


have all ground to believe and hope he will deal fin 
cerely and graciouſly with you: it is only ſelf ſecking 


not regarding the plory of God, but ſeeking and hopiiy 


in and for your own 1ighteouſneſs, that can make yol 
fall ſhort, But oh what ſhall be thought of theſe, who 


inſtead of cheriſhing and entertaining convictions, e 


all in their power to ſtifle them? But though they mz 
do it for a little time, it will have a dieadfu] conſequen 
at length, it ſhall be no more in their power, b 


their ſins ſhall be ever before their eyes in all their he 


rid aggravations ; there is a regiſter kept by God an 
by their own conſcience, and innummerable ſins not no! 
bobblerve 


— —— — 


„„ „ 
obſerved by them, and now quite out of remembrance, 
will, by God and their own conſcience, be ail brought 
to remembrance, and be eternally ſet before their eyes, 
and it will not be in their power to forget or divert from 
the ſight of them. TY 
Ol, therefore, be wiſe in time, while God is yet on 
a throne of grace as to you, and offers to pardon 
your ſins, to blot them out, to cover and forget them, 


ſo as when ſought for they (hall not be found; and all 
he requires of you is only that you acknowledge your 
| iniquities, which you cannot deny, ſeeing your own 
conſciences do teſtify and witnels againſt you: and if 


your on hearts condemn you, how can you expect to 


5 be juſtißed by God ? John ii. 20. Prov. xxvili. 13. 
| & He that confeſſeth and forſaketh ſhall find 


mercy, 
— 


— 
ä 
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But if any ſhoold ſay, 


Why do you exhort to ſo much pains 


and diligence, if all our pains and diligence cannot bring us into 
” a ſtate of ſalvation, no, not ſo much as to recommend us to 
'® mercy, and the favour of God? I anſwer, That notwithſtand- 
ing your diligence and moral fincerity cannot ſo much as re- 
-® commend you to mercy, yet ſtil] it avails much, as you are in 


the way of commanded duty, which is more acceptable to God 


! than willful, obſtinate contempt and neglect ; and though you be 


diligent in the way of duty while in your natural Gate, and you 


can neither act from a right principle, nor for a right end; yet one 


wilful omiſſion of known duty diſhonours God more, and draws 
on more guilt, than many ſhortcomings through involuntary infir- 
mity. It is certainGod doth not, mock and ſpeak ironically to igno- 
rant, weak creatures, when he bids them pray, and ſeek his face; 
we find he regarded Achab's humiliation, 1 Kings xxi. 29. and 
the Ninevites repentance, Jonah iii. 10. fo far as to avert threat- 
ened judgments ; and all are encouraged to duty thereby, and 
may well ſay, as they, Who can tell if God will turn and re- 
pen of the evil threatened, that we periſh not?“ You have 
full as good ground to hope for mercy as they had; then do 

as they did, bumble yourſelves before God, and he will taiſe 
you up in due time: do what you can, in the beſt manner you 

can, and you have ground to hope God will not be wanting to 
you if you endeavour to ſeek him in the way of his appointment; 
and inſtead of bread he will not give you a ſtone, Matth. vü. 9. 
nor inſlcad of à fiſh, a ſerpent. . | 


992 


| * but he that covereth his ſin ſhall not proſper.” Oh 
what dreadful ſhame and confuſion will it cauſe, when 


the ſecret wickedneſs of many whom the world little 


ſuſpected to have been guilty of ſuch things, ſhall be 


revealed and opened up in all their abominable aggra. 
vating circumſtances, before innumerable multitudes of 
men and angels! No criminal was ever capable of ſuch 

| ſhame, confuſion, and contempt, when the vileſt crimes 
were clearly proven agaiaſt them, as they will be at 
that day; and the juſtice and righteouſneſs of God will 
be manifeſted in their condemnation ? Oh then 
flee to Chriſt, whoſe blood covers and cleanſes from 
all Gns, and none of them ſhall be mentioned againſt 
you, Ezek, xxxiii. 16. | : | 
BUT oh beware that you do not reſt in a general 
faith, thinking you believe the bible to be the word of 


vou truſt in him for ſalvation ; all that is good, and 

abſolutely neceſſary, but yet not ſufficient : there muſt 
be a ſpecial perſonal application to and appropriation of 
Chriſt. They that do not find this faith altogether above 
| Dnatural powers, are quite ignorant of it, and unac- 
| _ quaint With the thing; faith is the work of the Spirit of 
. God, a thing which nothing but almighty power can 


1 | work and enable to, Eph. ii. 8, a gift which none but 
||  fich as ſhall be ſaved obtain, Rom. v. 17. it is a gift 
(| of righteouſneſs, through which the ungodly are juſti- 
fied. General common faith is founded only upon 
the teaching of man, ſaving faith is founded on the 
teaching of God, John vi. 4, 5. it is as Job ſays, chap. 
xlii. 5.“ J have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear, but now mine eye ſeeth thee ;” and that ſeeing 
being enlightened by the word and Spirit of God, 
makes believing ſuch as find no great difficulty in be- 
Heving, and have little fear and doubting about the 
truth and reality of their faith, are much ignorant of 
it, and have little acquaintance with themſelves ; altho” 
fear and doubting is and oppoſite and no profit to faith, yet 
the moſt part of true believers are ſeldom long free from 
fears and doubts leſt they be found deceiving them- 
ſelves, and afraid left their faith be not true juſtifying 


faiths 


God, and Chriſt to be the Saviour of the world, and that | 


3 


„„ 
faith, that purifies the heart, works by love, and 0- : 
vercomes the world: the deceitfulneſs of their hearts, 


and the awful imporrance of the matier, and the pollu- 


tion and corruption they find in their hearts, the ſo of- 
ten prevailing power of fin over them, the ignorance, 
darkneſs, deadneſs, and indiſpoſition they often find to 
and in the duties of religion, often makes them fear; 
but ſuch whoſe faith is always the ſame, have much 
more cauſe to doubt and fear leſt they be decciving 
themſelves. 9 3 


The carnal and ungodly are ſurpriſed at, and mock and de- 
ride the (tri and diligent Chriſtians, and count them hypocrites, 
enthuſiaſts, and fools for making ſo much ado, and being at ſo 
much pains about religion, and the ſalvation of their ſouls, and 
for being ſo ſtiff and preciſe, that they will not comply with any 
thing againſt their conſcience, even although it ſhould evidently 
burt their worldly intereſt : but it is becauſe they know no other 
principle but ſeif-love, and the love of the world, therefore 


they wonder how any ſhould do a thing that ſeems contrary to it, 


and call ſuch hypocrites. But if the real ſaint, and ſincere Chriſtian, 


be not foundamong the ſe ſtrictly conſcientious and pious perſons, 


whom they call hypocrites, where are they to be found ?ſhall we 
ſeek them among the formal, carnal, worldly profeſſors, that will 
comply with almoſt any thing rather than diſoblige their friend, 
or hurt their worldly intereſt, and make their conſcience always 
ſubje& to their friend and worldly intereſt ? or ſhall we ſeek. 
for the uniform, fincere Chriſtian, in the taverns, public amuſe- 


| ments and diverſions, or in the play-houle, or bad houſes ? Indeed 


ſuch as attend theſe cannot, in ſome reſpect, be properly called 
hypociites ; for though they retain the name, yet they openly 
enough renounce the practice and profeſſion of real Chriſtians ; 
but (till they are, and may be called, the vileſt and groſſeſt hy- 


| pocrites, while they do not openly and ſolemnly renounce their 


baptiſm and profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and (till retain the name, 


| While they are a ſcandal to the name and profeſſion of a Chri- 


ſtian: but were not the name of Chriſtian an honourable badge, 
would ſuch profane wretches {till retain it? and if the very 
name be honourable, why do they abhor the nature and prac- 
tice of real Chriſtians ? O how blind and inconſiſtent are theſe 
poor wretches, who are led by Satan, and their own ſtrong cor- 
rupt affections ! 2 Pet. ii. 12, * and ſpeak evil of that which 
they underſtand not, and ſhall utterly periſh in their own 
corruption.“ Jude verſe 10. Even what they know natural- 
* ly, as brute beaſts, in thoſe things they corrupt themſelves.“ 


o 
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MY brethren, I have been endeavouring to exhort, 
excite and encourage you to ſeek the Lord while he 
may be found, and call upon him while he is near, 


ſeeing be calls you to-day to hearken to his voice and 
not harden your hearts. God takes a voluntary appro- 


ved delay as a plain denial, a plain ſaying, you love 
the pleaſures of fin more than the practice of that 


Holineſs without which no man can ſee the Lord, and 
that you will not quit the devil's ſlavery for Chriſt's 


freedom and eaſy yoke, But God will not, yea cannot, 
| make 


—_— 


The pride and prejudice of many is aſtoniſhing ; to obſerve. 


them who can ſcarce attain to common morality, ſobriety, or 
decency, yet ſo ſtifly adhere to their own righteouſneſs, denying 


and rejeRing the imputation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as if 
inconſiſtent that one ſhould be juſtified by the obedience and ſa- 


tis faction of another, and as if unjuſt that the innocent ſhould 


ſuffer for the guilty : not duely conſidering the ſovereignty, 
power, and wiſdom of God, who appoints all relations and 


conneRions, and who hath conſtitute, appointed, and connected 
Jeſus Chriſt, his ownSon, in the neareſt relation and union with 
mankind, and as the head repreſentative of the whole body of 
his elect ones: fo that it is but the head doing and ſuffering for 


the membets of the ſame one body; and believers are ſaid to be, 
by the apoſtle, animate by the fame one ſpirit with Chriſt, and 


he to be their life, ſo as they, with him, do make up one collec. 


tire body, whereof he'is the great head. Chriſt and believers are 
repreſented to us in ſcripture, as being in the neareſt union and 
relation to one another that we can conceive, of ſuch relation 


as the head ſtands in to the hand and foot, as the root and 
vine to ns branches. 


And it may ſcem ſtrange, that theſe who have leaſt morality, 


or give leaſt obedience to the law, ſhould be thoſe that truſt 


molt to their own works or obedience : they truſt to their own. 


honelly and chaiity, even when they have neither; for the 


fit principle of real hon: ſty is, to render to God what is his 


duc; and of charity is, to love God above all, and to love 


and do good to mankind out of obedience to him, and for his 
ſake, not from a principle of ſcit-love; in hope of being par- 


doned and accepted as righteous on that account ; no, that is but 


Charity to themſelves, rather than to either God or man, for 
ſuch do not love the duty, they only love the reward they bogs 
for; ; but they will be miſcrably dilappointed at laſt. 
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and ſenſitive enjoyments. 
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make any perſon happy againſt their will, nor any 


other way but in the way of holineſs. Indeed, it may 


appear ſtrange, that thoſe who think they have ſuf- 
ficient power to repent, believe and obey when they 


pleaſe, ſhould be always among thoſe that delay it, and 


they are alſo thoſe that think, that it is only for their 


good works they ſhall obtain heaven; and yet, volun- 
tarily run ſuch a risk of loſing heaven, by their delay- 


ing to repent and begin to do good works, but con- 


tinue voluntarily ſerving the devil, the world and the 


fleſh; ſure it is a certain evidence, they do not hate 


ſin, but only from a principle of ſelf-love, they hate 


; hell the puniſhment of fin, and that they prefer the 
: pleaſures of fin and ſenſual happineſs to ſpiritual and 


heavenly happineſs ; and all they deſire or hope for is, 


f to be freed from hell and puniſhment, when they can 
no mare enjoy the pleaſures of ſin. As for heaven, it 


is impoſſible they can deſire it, if they do not conſider 
itas a Turkiſh paradiſe, conſiſting in carnal pleaſures 


TO thoſe who deſpiſe or careleſly neglect the great 
ſalvation now offered to them, I ſhall now only ſhew 
what they may lay their account with, as the dread- 
ful conſequence of ſuch contempt or neglect, and fo 
bi M0; . 
M brethren, you know you muſt die, but the time 
nor manner you know not. Such as delay repentance to a 


death bed, have no ground to expect it, ſeeing God 
' hath ſaid, Prov. i. 25. Becaule they have ſet at nought 


* all my counſel, and would none of my reproof, I 


| © will laugh at their calamity, and mock when their 
e fear cometh; they ſhall call on me, but I will not 
© anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me early, but ſhall not find 
© me.” But what if you be cut off by a ſudden death, 

or a diſeaſe that deprives you of reaſon and judgment? 

then you are plunged into the bottomlels pit all at once, 
Or if God, in juſt judgment, permits you to die as 
| careleſly and ſtupidly as you lived, ard ſo go to hell 
as the ox goes to the ſlaughter ; what a horrible awak. 


ning out of ſtupidity will it be! And ſuch as delay 
cannot but know, that they mult be convinced of tin 
r e eee of i 
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before they poſſible can repent 3 but it is more than 
probable, God may awaken your conſcience, and cauſe 
convictions, and yet deny you repentance : and though 
your terror may cauſe a legal repentance, know it is only 
the Spirit of God that worketh repentance unto life ; and 
you. have no ground to expect that at your death, 
| Which you ſo often refuſed in your life (as before ſaid), 

OH, what horror muſt fill one, to think on the dread- 
ful condition of an awakened ſinner on a deaih-bed, 
when his conſcience begins. to bring his ſins to re- 
membrance, and horror and deſpair begins to ſeize his 
guilty ſoul ! 1 have ſeen ſome at much pains to get 
company, and to uſe means to divert the dreadful 
forebodings and gnawings of their conſcience, even 
when near death. Ah, when they look about them 
and find heart and fleſh failing, and that they can find 
no relief nor comfort from the world, and thele things 
they ſet their hearts on as their hope and happinels ; 
and when they look upwards, and fee nothing but an of- 
fended angry God as a dreadful avenger of fin, and 
when they look downward, and conſider that 
horrible bottomleſs pit and utter darkneſs, the ſocicty 
of devils and damned ſpirits, theſe horrible regions of 
terror to Which they are going; and when they lock 
forward into endleſs eternity, which will be ever as be- 
ginning, and never nearer an end, and when hope be- 
gins to be cut off, and horrible deſpair, the only death of 
the ſoul, begins to ſeize and prevail on the guilty ſoul! 
ſurely a creature cannot be conceived to be in a 
more wretched condition. Though this is not often 
the caſe even with the openly profane, yet it is 
ſometimes ſo: that it is not always fo, is no mercy 
to them, but only a judgment vpon other profane 
wretches, to let them go on the more quietly 
and ſecurely, ſuffering them to be the more 


confirmed in their infidelity and impenitency, and b 


— 


Ob, what folly then to ſhut your eyes, divert and ſtifle 
conviction now when in health ! Do you think you will be more 
able to bear ſtinging, remorſe and fear, when under pain, ſickneſs, 
or when the pangs and icrror of death is upon you? Is that, 
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miſerable condition while yet in this world. However 
fools wantonly mock at fin, and jeſt with hell and dam» 
nation, while in health; yet when death and their own 


_ conſcience arreſts them, and they begin to find the devil 


apprehending and claiming the fouls that wantonly gave 


_ themſelves to him, they will repent their-folly when it 


is too late. Ah! when death ſeizes the body, and the 
devil ſeizes the ſoul! how horrible the thought! And 
ah what will it be when the guilty ſoul is ſeparate from 
the body, carried to and ſhut up in that infernal priſon, 
thoſe horrible regions of darkneſs and deſpair, aſſociate 
with frightful devils and damned ſpirits, having them 
for their aſſociates, accuſers and tormentors, deriding 
and upbraiding them for their madneſs and folly in 
ſlighting and neglecting ſuch a great ſalvation as was ſo 
dearly purchaſed and ſo freely offered to them, and for 
hearkening to their temptations, whole buſineſs they 
knew it was to divert, deceive and deſtroy; and to have 
devils telling them, if they could have obtained ſalva- 
tion on any terms, they would not have rejected nor 
neglected it! Thus Satan and their own conſcience will 
1 con- 
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indeed, a proper time to work out your ſalvation work ? doth your 
reaſon and conſcience ſay ſo? And yet ſuch as delay to a death 
bed repentance, are always thoſe that truſt to be ſaved by their re. 
pentance and their good works. But what time have they then for 


tepentance or good works? what reward then can they expect? 


If they love and expect a proportional reward for their works, 
why do not they begin more early to work, that they may have 
a greater reward, ſeeing they truſt ſo much to their works, and 


only expect reward for them. And if they have ſufficient power 


to repent when they pleaſe, how ĩnexcuſable are they for delaying 
it? But it appears, that they chuſe as little of religion as they can 
in this world, and as little of the happineſs of heaven in the 


next world as poſſible; but it is fully evident they neither 


love heaven nor hell, and count their only happineſs to con- 
fiſt in the pleaſures of fin, if they could always enjoy them. But 
how great will be their miſery, when deſire, and luſt, and appetite 


| rages, and nothing to ſatisfy them? for the ſame laſting and 
vile affections that they die with, will ſurely abide and rage 
vchemenily with them for ever, when nothing to ſatisfy them, 


— 


— 


„ ; 
continually accuſe and vex them, and fix their fins and 
folly hefore their eyes, which then they ſhall not be able 
to divert their mind from for a moment, though now 
Satan endeavours to blind and divert their minds from 
the apprehenſions and forethoughts of theſe things all 
that he can. Oh what cutting and galling reflections will 
the damned have when they remember how they have 
| ſported away their time in the pleaſures of ſin ! Luke xvi. 
25. which now is to them as the moſt griping tormenting 


poiſon, as unquenchable fire in their bowels, the worm 


that never dies : and when they remember what means of 
grace, inſtruftions, warnings and exhortations they en- 
joyed, and the convictions they ſtifled, and deſpiſed the 
offers of grace and pardon i ah, ſuch a wounded fpirit 
who can bear ! All temporal miſery, all bodily pain and 
torment is no way to be compared with that dreadful 
miſery, even though it were to be- eternally endured, 
| Yet God almighty can and will add to theſe ſufferings 


when the ſoul and body come to be reunited at the re- 


ſurrection: and oh what a dreadful reunion, what a 
horrible ſalutation will it bebetween the guilty foul and 
the polluted enſnaring body, when the body ſhall a- 
wake out of the duſt to ſhame and everlaſting contempt! 
Dan. xii. 2. even thoſe bodies that were ſo much pam- 
pered, admired and praiſed while in this world, how 
ugly and deteſtable will they then appear! then they 
ſhall be an abhorring to all fleſh, Iſa. Ixvi. 4. 
BUT if any thing can be ſuppoſed more dreadful than the 
wrath of the altnighty God, it is the wrath of the Lamb: 
If the blood of Abel cried for vengeance, what a cry 
will the blood of the Lamb of God who came to take 
away the fin of the world have againſt all thoſe that de- 
ſpiſe it, and trample it under their feet as an unholy 


thing! Heb. x. 20. Ah, what will it be when the blood 


of Chriſt, that now cries for pardon to all that will re- 
ceive it as their atonement, ſhall then cry for vengeance 
on them that have rejected it! Then the Lamb will ap- 
pear terrible as a lion, when he ſays, Theſe mine ene- 
mies, that would not that I ſhould reign over them, 
bring them forth, and ſlay them before mine eyes with 
an everlaſting death and deſtruction, Luke xix. 27. 

SE CD THEN 
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THEN Satan and his emiſſaries, their companions 
whom they delighted in, and who tempted and enſna- 


| red them into their fins and follies, ſhall accuſe them, 


each one curſing, accuſing and tormenting one another, 
And though they all will be made to acknowledge the 
righteouſneſs and juſt retribution of God, eſpecially ſin- 
ners under the goſpel, and deſpiſets of Chriſt ; yet, by 


| their torment and anguiſh, how will their fury rape, and 


malice againſt God break forth into horrid blaſphemies ! 
Rev. xvi. 10.“ And they gnawed their tongues for pain, 


« and they blaſphemed the God of heaven becauſe of 


« their pain, and repented not of their deeds :” and 
this is a certain evidence of the eternity of hell's tor- 
ments, becauſe repentance is hid and with-held from 
them; like Eſau, they can find no way to change their 
mind, Heb. xii. 17. the natural enmity againſt God ra- 
ther encteaſes, and they will hate God more and more, 
and maliciouſly blaſpheme God in rage and fury, Yea, 
were the damned to be permitted to have another pro- 
bationary trial on earth, they would {till be what they 


; were, and act the ſame part as they did; for it is im- 


poſſible for fallen creatures to change their own nature, 
and remove that enmity to God, and diſpoſition to evil, 
by their own powers, Jer. xiii. 23, Yet, were it poſſible 
for the damned to ſubmit to their puniſhment and hum 
ble themſelves before God, it would be a great mitiga- 
tion of their miſery ; but that they cannot do, but are 
made their own tormentors. e 

1 AND 


How manifeſt is it that there muſt and will be a ſeparation 
between the godly and the wicked? If they cannot live hap- 
pily together in this world, it is impoſlible 5 either of them 
to be happy in one ſociety in the world to come: the company 


and converſation of the godiy, and religious worſhip, is a bur- 


den and pain to the profane; it is what they hate and ſhun, de- 
ride and deſpiſe; and the filthy converſation of the profane, 
and their unlau ful deeds vex the fouls of the righteous, Pet. 
n. 8. Porit is certain, with whatever diſpoſition either to fin or 
holineſs we die in, it will abide erernally, as Solomon fays, 
Feel. xi 3. As the tree falleth, ſo it will ly,” It is neither 


ſcriptural nor rational to ſuppoſe ſuch whoſe very nature and 
* 2 
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AND when theſe who have gelbes and negtetied ; 
hriſt and his failvation are commanded to appear be fo ec 


C2 


bie judgment-ſeut, for every eye Mall ſee him,“ Rev. i. 7. 
and there will be no hiding on ab ſcon ding, Rev. vi. 14. the 


kings, the great men, : nd the chief ca ptains and miphty__ 


men, thoſe of the now moſt buld, daring and havph.; 


ſphits, who neither fear God nor man, ſhall then cry to 


the hills to Fall on them and hide them from the fight 
end preſence of the Lamb, and him that fits upon t' e 
throne, when that great day of his wrath is come, IIa. 
XxXxiil. 14, then the ſinners in Zicn ſhall be afraid, and 
fearfulneſs ſhall ſeize the hypocrite ; then their hypocriſy 
ihall be diſcloſed, Rev, xx. 12. © Ind | ſaw the dead, 
« ſmall and great, ſtand before God; and the books 


«© were opened, and the dead were judged out of thoſe 
* things which were written in the books, according 
e 


light written on the hearts of all, the book of the mo- 
ral law and ſcriptures, and the book of the goſpel of- 


fering pardon and ſalvation to all that were willing to 


be reconciled o God by Chriſt, and the book of God's 
omnilci.nce ard remembrance, and the book of conſci- 
ence j all theſe bo: ks will be opened. There will be no 


nee} to lead provf, conſcience will be as a thouſand. 


wit- 
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clemept in which only they can find pleaſure is the fulfilling the 
deſires of their corrupt affections, and whoſe delight is only'in the 


world, or in wallowing in fiaful pleaſures, as the ſow doth in the 


nure, can be hippy in God, and when deprived of every thing they 
juſt after; or to ſappoſe they were to be admitted into heaven: 
the ſociety and employment there would make them yet more 
unhappy. If a few hours detained in the company of the god- 
ly, or in religious wo:thip, made them fo unhappy while on 


earth, what an e burden would it be to be confined 


tor ever to heaven. where they would be altogether out of their 
element! Sia and miſery are, in the conſtiiution of God and 
nature of the thing, neceſſarily coonefted together; fo that it is 
impollble for a rational creature to be happy while fin remains 
in them; whereby we may ſee the abſolute neceſſity of rege- 


reration und holiceſs of nature, without which no man can ſee 


tic Loid, or be capable of enjoying the happiceſs of leaves, 


to their works.” The book of the law of natural 
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Leltneſſes; and none will be condemned whoſe own 
conſcience doth not witnels againſt them and condeinn 
them, ſo that none will de ny. Then the hidden bypo- 
crite and empty formaliſt will be dif. loſcd; then all the 
hidden ſchemes, intrigues and my ſteries of iniquity, 
with all the ſhameful aggravating circumſtances and dif. 
ſimulation that attende $4 he mn, will be opened up to the 
view of angels, and the world of mankind gathered to- 
gether, Mat. x. 20. Mark iv. 22 On what ſhame and 
confuſion will many be filled with, when theſe things 
which they were at ſo much pains to conceal from the 
world ſhall be revealed before ſuch an Hlembly 2 | 
AND oh, when that Givad: ul, final, irreverſihle ſen- 
tence is Fanden agalnſt the wicked and all that o- 
beyed not the poſpel, rr Go, ye curled, into everlaſting 
6 fire prepared for the devil and his ang<ls,” Mat. xxv. 
"oF „there thall be weeping, and pnalhing of teeth; 
oh dreadful, to think upon that ſcene of horrors! An id 
what a preat aggravation of mifery will it be 8 prov cl 
and haugity ſpirits of ſore wicked ones, tc: ſee ſome 
of their det van, and thoſe who were poor and defpiled 
on earth, whom they deſpiſed, hated, de rided, mocked 
and perſecuted, chining in glory, and fitting as fois] in 
judgment with Chriſt, and joining with him in paſſing that 
dreadful ſentence upon them! and how galling and bit- 
ter will it be for thoſe in lower ſtations, when they ſce 
many who did: not cn by fich means, advantages and 
opportunities, ſitting. in glory with Chriſt; and they, 
by their careleſs neplcct of improving the means of 
grace they had in plenty, come ſhort, and thereby laid 
under the deeper co. deinnation, Mat vill 11. „ Many 
© ſhall come from the. Haſt and Weſt, and fit down 
& with Abrahiin, tfac and Jacob in the kingdom ot 
„ God; and the children of the kingdom Mal! be caſt 
oat into utter darkness, there hall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth.“ And ſervants ſhall fee ſome of: 
their fellow- ſervants, who, it may be, they mocked at be- 
cauſe of their minding the concerns of their fouls and du— 
ties of religion, ſee thein ſhining in gle ny with Chriſt, and 
themſelves condemned to eternal miſery, Luke xvi. 23. 
M 2 | AND 


cc 


539830 

AND oh what will it be when the wicked and de- 
ſpiſers of Chriſt ſhall be hurried into the bottomleſs pit, 
and its mouth cloſed and ſealed down by the immutable 
decree of God, and they bid an eternal farewel to hope 
and poſlibility of relief, or eaſe of torment, when to- 
tal and final deſpair takes place, and they are delivered 
vp to devil, and other damned reprobates as their eter- 


nal companions and tormentors, each one tormenting, _ 


upbraiding, and curſing one :inother : then their jollity, 
and pleaſure they take in their own fins and the fins of 


their companions will for ever be at an end; and not _ 


only ſo, but they ſhall have a continual immediate ſenſe 
of the vindictive wrath of God and the Lainb poured 
in on their ſouls, and their bodies will alſo be tormented; 
and who can dwell with devouring fire and ever- 

laſting burnings? Iſa, xxxiil. 14. yet this is the cup of 
Wrath, and the everlaſting portion of all that know not 
God and obey not the goſpel: and, as our Lord, who 
is appointed the judge, ſays of the wicked, Mat. xxv. 
46, © Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 


but the righteous into life eternal.” And as the al- 


mighty power of God ſhall be manifeſted in upholding 
finite creatures under that weight of miſery and wrath 
laid upon them, ſo will almighty power be put forth in 
upholding creatures under that far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory that ſhall be put upon all the 
members of Chrilt's glorified myſtical body, Mat. xiii. 
43. Then ſhall they ſhine as the ſun in the kingdom 
jj LL | 1 
IN the puniſhing of his enemies, and in beſtowing of 
his grace, God will act ſuitably to his divine greatneſs and 
majeſty, and will put honour on Chriſt by the terrible pu- 
niſhment inflited on thoſe that deſpiſed him, and by the 
great honour and happineſs he beſtows on all thoſe that 
received him as their Prince and Saviour; and they ſhall 

inherit all things, Rev. xxi. 7. But oh conſider Heb. x. 28. 

« He that deſpiſed Moſes's law died without mercy; of how 
« much\ſorer puniſhment, ſappoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
% worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
„ and hath done deſpite to the Spirit of grace?” ver. 31. 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
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God; but, on the other hand, eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him, 1 Cor. ii. 9. when the members of Chriſt ſhall 
inherit glory ſuitable and becoming their glorious head, 
and ſuch as are to ſit with him on his throne. And the 1a- 
finite greatneſs and majeſty of God, and the munifi- 
cence and glory of his grace and love to Chriſt, and in 
_ Chriſt to his elect, ſhall be put forth and manifeſted in 
the greatneſs of the glory and happineſs of thoſe he now 
calls his friends, brethren and ſons, even as the greatneſs 
and majeſty of a king is manifeſted in the riches and 
ſplendor of his court, and in his royal bounty to them he 
loves and delights to honour, As none can conceive to 
what degree of glory and happineſs God will raiſe ſuch 
whom he loves and delights to honour, ſo neither can 
any know the power of God's wrath to be poured into 
the veſſels of wrath, who now fit themſelves for that 
- dreadful deſtruction, by deſpiſing not only the authority 
of God, but more eſpecially the love of God in Chriſt 
revealed and offered to them in the goſpel. Oh what 
an amazing, what a dreadful contraſt is there between 
eternal happineſs and eternal miſery; Mal. iii. 18, 
„ Then ſhall ye return, and diſcern between the righ- 
& teous and the wicked, and him that ſerveth God and 
« him that ſerveth him not:” then there will be an 
eternal ſeparation ; the wicked will no more nced to a- 
void the ſociety of the godly, and the godly will no 
more be troubled with the filthy converſation of the wic- 
ked : Pfal. 1. 22. Now conſider this, ye that forget | 
God, leſt I tear you in pieces, and there be none to 
« deliver you.?“ | | | EET 
My friends, I have endeavoured to warn you of your danger, 
and exhort you to the duty you owe to God and to yourſelves : 
if you have any love to your bodies and ſouls, and defire to a- 
void eternal ſhame, pain and miſery, and love to pleaſure, ho- 
nour and happineſs, ſeck it in the knowledge and practice of re- 


 ligion, where it is only to be found; leſt you be like the thief 
on the croſs, who perithed by his perverſe unbelief and neglect, 
when the Saviour at his fide was able and willing to fave him, 
and while his fellow, as great a ſinner, obtained ſaly ation by 
his making application to him. nn on. _ 


